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PREFACE 


Twe-Tae re ae, 


‘Tune is no doubt that the nuthorgf Barlaam and 
Toasaph hinaself regarded. his story as.a true narrative 
of the lives of real eliiieeters and that this view 
was universally held until quite recent ties. ‘The 
wanes of Saint Barlaam and Saint Tonsgph have 
figured in the Calendlufboth of the: RMaMilfind of 
the Greek Churclrand still retain their place in the 
Intter. To-day, howeygy, this view ean be no, longer 
held. A companion oP the story with the well 
Known legend of Buddha mast eonvinee every oper 
minded reader, thut the outline of the plotis derived 
from the same Eastern souree; in spite of all 
erence in detail, the gencral resemblance is quite 
undeniable, The writer himself tells us, that the 
story was brought to him from India, and it is highly 
probable, that what he heard was simply a version of 
the life of Buddha, adapted by Christians of the East 
to their own use, But we should be going too far, if 
we Sought for traces of Buddhist influence in the 
Aoetrinal teaching of the story. No real relationship 
has ever yet been proved between Christian and 
Buddhist monasticism ; in fact, in spite of certain 
obvious resemblances, the two differ profoundly in 
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spirit. The aim of the Buddhist monk is mainly 
negative—deliverance from the evils of the flesh ; 
that of the Christian has also a positive aspect— 
surrender of the semblance of happiness in this 
world in order to gain the reality hereafter, the 
© Améppnra dyadé” laid up for the righteous in 
Heaven. 

The main aim of the author was the glorifieation 
of this Christian monasticism, Marriage, the cares 
of social and business life, the duties of citizenship— 

all these, though not represented as inconsistent with 
Christian living, appear only gsia second best. ‘The 
ideal is the complete devotion of the whole person- 
ality to religious contemplation, the renunciation of 
wealth and pleasure and the mortification of the 
ficsh. In his enthusiasm for the monastic life, as too 
in his passionate defence of the veneration of 
Images, our author shows himself clearly an obstinate 
adversary of the great Iconoclastie movement of 
the eighth century 4.0. 

Our book falls roughly into three distinct parts : 
the navrative—the thread on which the whole 
fs strung: the speeches—many of them of great 
Jength—containng long expositions of Christian 
doctrine, confessions of Faith and hymns of praise, 
and frequent long quotations from early Christian 
writers?; and the Apologues,? fables or parables, 
introduced in the speeches to illustrate pictorially 


2 or Apology of Avinide ae below, pv 
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some moral truth, The whole work is steeped in 
the language of the Bible and of the Christian 
Fathers ; and it is this fact that has led the trans- 
lators to adopt a style modelled on that of the 
Authorised Version. The task is not easy or without 
its perils; but in no other way, we believe, could the 
unity of the book be maintained; the Biblical 
quotations, frequent as they are, would harmonise 
badly with a more modern style. 

Books, like men, have their vicissitudes of fate, 
‘The favourite work of one generation may be the 
luughing-stock of the next; and the “edifying story 
of Barlaam and Ioasaph,” which onee enjoyed a 
poptlarity comparable to that of the «Pilgrim's 
Progress” and furnished material for story-books and 
romances, for sermons and plays, has fallen into deep 
oblivion. ‘That it will ever regain this lost fame is 
hardly to be expected; its world of thought is far 
removed from ours and its controversies have in 
‘many cases ceased to concern us very deeply. But the 
tale has still life and vigour it is no corpse of a book 
that we are dragging from its tomb: we found it, as 
the seekers found the bodies of the dead Saints, 
Barlaam and Toasaph, “o88ty x08 xporépov ypurds 
srapéddarroy, Bhbehypor Bt xat dxpiBis tyeés.” 





Tas Aporocues 
It is probable that these picturesque and effective 
little stories came with the main narrative from an 
vii 
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Eastern source The first ten are put into the 
mouth of Barlaam, the last into that of Theudas, and 
all are used to point some moral trath. The style is 
simple and graphie and to some readers the Apologues 
may form the most attractive part of the book. 

‘The best known is, of course, the tale of the 
Caskets, made famous by its repetition in Shake- 
speare's Merchant of Venice. 


‘Tue Avosoay or Anisrines 


In 1889 Professor Rendel Harris discovered a 
Syriac version of the Apology of Aristides in St. 
Katharine’s Convent on Mt. Sinai, While engaged 
on a study of the new text Dr. Armitage Robinson 
was reminded of a passage in Barlaam and Ioasaph, 
and, on turning to the text made the interesting 
discovery, that the speech of Nachor (pp. 396-425) 
was nothing but the Apology in a Greek dress, fitted, 
‘with some deftness, into its new context? For all 
details we will refer to Dr. Armitage Robinson's work. 
Weneed only remind ourreaders here, that, according 
to Eusebius of Caesarea, the “ Apology” was a defence 
of Christianity presented by Aristides, a philosopher 
of Athens, in 124 to the Emperor Hadrian, when on a 
visit to that city; that modern scholars have found 
some reasons for assigning the work to the reign of 


1 Yor details sc Max Mier, Gontonp Review July, 1870), 
Jee ae cpn Seon feo be hare ae 
Als PrEi pants lara neniroe teas ase 
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Antoninus Pius, but that beyond all question, it is 
am early and authentic Christian document. The 
tone is calm and reasonable and the appeal made is 
rather to common-sense and plain facts than to 
subtleties of logic or to exalted emotion, 


‘Tar Avruonsii 


The question of the authorship of Barlaan and 
Toasaph cumot be passed over in silence, but con- 
siderations of space will only allow us to sum up the 
fargaments and conelusions as briefly as possible, 

‘Throughout the Middle Ages down to quite recent 
times the book was almost universally attributed to 
St. Joln of Damascus. No other attributions need 
be seriously considered, and the only question for 
us to decide is whether we can accept the traditional 
authorship of the Damascene or must let the book 
yemain anonymous. ‘The earliest MSS. mention 
as author a certain “John the Monk”; but a La 
MS. of the twelfth century in the British Museum 
gives it to John of Damascus by name, and after 
that time the tradition becomes increasingly strong in 
favour, But in 1886 H. Zotenberg, in an 
elaborate monograph, attempted to prove that 
St. John could not have been the author, and many 
writers haye accepted his conclusions in simple 
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trust. We will sum up the more important of his 
argument 

(1) He points out that the definite attribution to 
St. John does not occur in the earliest MSS. 

(@) The importance of the questions of the 
‘two natures and the two wills of Christ suggests 
an earlier date than the eighth century—a date 
nearer to the time of the great controversies on 
these subtle points. 

(8) There is absolutely no mention of the Moham- 
‘medan religion. 

(A) The style is quite unlike that of St, John in 
hhis works of certain authenticity. 

Zotenberg has a few other arguments that seem 
to us to earry no’weight whatever ; and he has also 
attempted, without’much success, to dispose of the 
definite arguments in favour of the traditional attri. 
bation. 

‘These arguments must now be stated 

(1) Our work exhibits the most. striking re- 
semblances on points of doctrine and use to the 
doctrinal works of St. John; in many passages the 
resemblance amounts almost to verbal identity. 

(2) There are frequent quotations from favourite 
authors of St. John, especially from St. Gregory of 
Narianzus and St. Basil. 

(8) The defence of Images, coupled with the 
denunciation of Idolatry, the enthusiasm for the 
monastic ideal, and the seant regard shown for the 
Dishops and the secular clergy, almost compel us to 
x 
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place the work in the time of the Iconoclastie 
Controversy. ‘The position, taken up and defended, 
is exactly that of the Icon-venerators; and we 
regard this fuct alone. as conclusive evidence for an 
eighth century date. 

In answer to Zotenberg’s arguments we may say :— 

(2) That “John the Monk,” to whom the earliest 
MSS. assign the work, may very well be St. John of 
Damascus; he scems to have been commonly known 
under this name. 

(2) The references to the controversies over the 
two natures and two wills of Christ are not nearly 
so frequent or so pointed as are those to the Jeon 
Controversy. ‘This argument, in any ense, docs snot 
tell seriously against the traditional date. 

(8) The lack of any mention of Islam is more 
remarkable. But St. John had stood in friendly 
relations with the Mohammedans, and, as they 
‘were infidels indeed, but not idolators, they did not 
‘come within the special scope of hisattack, He was 
actually accused by his enemies of being a *favourer 
of Mussulmans.” Hence his silence on this point, 
though striking, is not inexplicable. 

(4) The question of style is rather a difficult one. 
Zotenberg’s treatment of the subject is not very 
successful, and he has made several gross blunders, 
which justify serious doubts of his competency to 
pronounce on the subject. The case seems to stand 
‘thus: parts of the speeches, dealing with points of 
doctrine, are strikingly like St John’s doctrinal 
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works; other parts of the work, particularly the 
narrative sections, are less similar, but are not un- 
like some of St. John’s homilies. On such @ point 
certainty is hardly attainable. We think it may 
safely be said that the style certainly does not rule 
out the possibility of St. John’s authorship; some 
readers will go further and maintain that it actually 
confirms it. 

Our general conclusion then is this, There is a 
tradition in favour of St. John of Damaseus as the 
author of Barlaen and foasaph. ‘The book was 
undoubtedly written during the Leonoclastie Con- 
‘troversy, in the eighth century, probably at a time 
when the Iconoclasts were in the ascendant 
(©. 750 a..2). It was written efther by St. John of 
Damaseus himself or by another moni bearing the 
name of John, who was intimately acquainted with 
the works of the Damascene, quoted freely from the 
same authors, held the same views on general points 
of doctrine and took the sume side in the Ieonoclastic 
Controversy. We have examined Zotenberg’s argu- 
ments and found them insufficient ; his followers have 
‘added little or nothing to his case, Langen, after a 
thorough inquiry, accepts the tradition : Max Maller 
characterises the arguments brought against it as 
very weak, We think therefore that the name of 
St. John of Damascus has still a right to appear on the 
title-page. 
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Tos Grock Text, employed inthis proant ook, end 
which the accompanying Hoglish Translation is bated, is oat 
of J. F. Boissonndey goourring in vol. iv., pp. 1-365, of his 
Anecdota Gracea, Pacis, 1832. 

Yoissonade's ig the Fitst Printed Grook eilition of Barlaamn 
and Toasaph, and is founded on cortain MSS. in the Biblio 
thiquo Nationale in Paris, These aro four in number 5 wiz, 
Codex 003 (of the elovanth cont.) which Bointonacto labels dj 
Gattox 14 (of the twelfth cont.) B; Collex 1198 (of the 
fonrweontl cont.) Gs anit Codex 07 {also of the fourteenth 
cont) D. But to this lust-named eatox Botasonado refers 
only whon dealing with the Apoloyy of Avistiden, yp. 243- 
251. Boisonade appears to have favoural Codex 04 most 
of all, nnd, on p. viv of his preface, he informs. um ttt, for 
the anice of brevity, he hs noted only a few variations of 4 
and G. His hopew of a now edition by Sebmide and 
Kapitar have not yet been failed. When sooking for the 


























‘eat Greek text of Baslaam and Toasaph, Migno availed 
‘imself of tho lubours of Boissonadle, and this text he has, more 
oleae faithfully, roprudaced in his third vol. of St’ Jolin 
‘Damascone’s writings in ‘Tome xovi. of tho Patrolugiae 
Grace Curnun Complete. 

In 1884 thero was published at Athons, under the editor. 

p of Sophronfas, Monk of Mount Athos, another printed 
edition of Barlaam and Toasaph ‘This was lel’ upon 
Parchment, MSS, belonging to the Skot’ of St. Anue on the 
‘Roresaid Holy Mount. 

Tnaldition to Colicos 908, 908, 907 and 1128, Boissonade 
guumerates 16 other Grek MSS, in the Bibliothique 
Nationale in Pacis. And H. Zotonborg, in hie Notice nt de 
linre de Barlnam et Toasaph, p. 3, gives us their nambers, 
‘and dates, ranging from the. eleventh to the elxteenth 
centuries,’ but’ says nothing about. their genealogical 
Classification. Ho algo supplios a valuable list of Greek 
MSS, clsowhore. Six examples are mid to bo preserved 
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the Imperial Library at Vienna ; four in the Royal Librax 
fat Munich ; ten in different Libraries at Oxford. Sing 
copies exist’ inthe British Musoom, in the Libraries 
Heidelberg, Rome and the abbey of Grotta Ferrate, at 
Florence, at Venice, ‘Turin, Madrid, the Escurial? at 
‘Mosoow, in the patriarchal Library at Cairo, at the convents 
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eat the Catalogue af Romencex 
n the British Snacwon € alone is xa 
fhe immense popularity of Bertaan card Lousaph in. the 
Mindle'Agos, tnt to show what material Jt provided for 
romancers, poote preachers, teachers, dramatists, w 
mystery plays, Moralities and the lik, 

"After the appenrance of Barisan and” Tossaph in tho 
literary works of St. John Dainascene, and following its em- 
Bodinient, about the middle of th tonth eent., in Simeon, 
Motaphhtastes’ Liver of the Sunt, i was translated into 
Latin, cortainly ot later than the twelfth cant. From 
‘this and from other Latin versions the history of Barlaam 
‘and Toasaph passed easily into nearly overy Janguage in 
Europe 

"Tospeak only of England, Hero, as claowhere, Barlaam 
and Toasaph was probably chielly Known, by micans of the 
Dominican Monk Jacobite do Voragine® and his famous 








he Department 
to prove 
































HJ. D, Wann, vo By poe ATCO 
2 Becleam’s Apologeo of Bro man apie three fri 
is miggestive of the old. Morality: Breryman. Toasaph’'s 
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eWitnesa Add, MS, 17,200 
4 From the original Greek it in also aid to havo boon 
ranslaved at an eurly date into Arable, EUhopie, Armenian, 
Bye and Helrew. 
TF Nelive of Varraggio on the Gulf of Genvs, born 1280, 
digg in 1208, 
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ed, he fst edition of 
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LIFE OF ST. JOHN DAMASCENE 


Sr. Joux, who from the place of his birth derives 
his title Damascene, was born in or about the year 
676, and died, it is thought, after 754 but. before 
787. For details of his life we depend entirely upon 
John, Patriarch of Constantinople and. Martyr, 
963-969: from whom we gather that St. John 
Damascene was of gentle blood, and came of 
Christian ancestors, whose family name was Mansur, 
the Arabic for vietor. His father was given to good 
works, and made no seeret of his religion, nor was 
this considered by the Saracen as any bar against his 
holding high office at the Court of Damascus, and in 
this respect he was not unlike Joseph in Egypt, and 
Daniel in Babylon before him, 

The old Mansur had a son, John by name; 
besides him, he had an adopted ‘son called Cosmas, 
When John and his foster-brother Cosmas were old 
enough, their education was committed to the charge 
of an elderly and learned Siciliam Monk and Priest, 
whose name also happened to be Cosmas. He had 
been carried away captive from Sicily, and was 
standing ih the Market-place at Damasens, doomed to 
death or slavery, when the old Mansur pleaded with 
the Caliph for his life, ransomed and took him to his 
own home. ‘There the old Monk Cosmas, fearing 
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LIFE OF ST. JOHN DAMASCENE 


the judgement threatened to the slothfal servant 
who possessed the talent! but made no use of it, 
soon fell to work and began to instruct his two 
pupils in rhetoric, dialectic, philosophy, natural 
history, music, astronomy, and above all in theology. 
‘This done, old Cosmas withdrew from Damascus to 
the Monastery of St. Sabas,? near Jerusalem. On 
fhe death of his father, Job: Mansur wis runmoned 
to court and pressed to accept the office of puro 
evuptuhos or ehief-councillor. ‘To this request after 
some little persuasion, he consented. 

‘At that time the Rastera Church was in the throes 
of the Iconoclastic heresy.?_ In 726 Leo the Isaurian 
passed his first royal ediet against the vener- 


5 Sp Bara an eph . 
2 hiker bo wn fellow hy oth hi pps ax well a by 
St, Joum Denaseones nop’, Seep he State 

3 No controversy bes bean more gremly mlinpprohnded 
none, without the key of sabsaqnant events, could have boca 
go dielto epprecat Fil Calvinia aot ie danger 
atom sued te aia doyloment ones 
Pencils it amant have bees wall nigh Smposible to roles 
Ere ddpi of fecling onthe ede of tle Chatch, oF toe grat 
hess of her intereata attacked. ‘yiher epponets.” We may, 
Pothaps doube whether oven the Sate af ne day Bale 
Bidet th Shuracter of the balay whether thy dit 
Tol‘gito ap cum honour: pomonion, ie ly athe fom 
festive erent ecto wae i cen of he 
Sushote fay Shan fom a loge! pretation of tho rents 
fo which tho fmage-dostroyers were cending, Just wo, n the 
SSaly part ef the Nestorian. conroversy“many an many 
2 eipRe non ime ave felt ntitiely hat ee ti ot 
Stncctbon net be defend, witht sing the ful conse: 
‘quonces fo ich fe denial Wowld subeoyuesy Tea The 
ipportns of lnm by nivemal conor mabe stone 
tak skal thet as poss and vencraie nthe Pastorn 
Gharch “Te Toonoclat nem to have boon the Togtinco 
Gaedlopnent’ of hat acer sreping Manchin with, 
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LIFE OF ST. JOHN DAMASCENE 


ation of sacred images. At Damascus St. Jobn 
entered the arena against him, and vigorously 
defended this practice as the ancient and lawful 
heritage of the Christian people. Moreover he 
stirred up the Faithful to resist and ignore the edict. 
In 730 there followed a second royal decree, more 
arbitrary than the former. To. this St.” John 
Damascene replied with greater zeal and eloquence 
than before. No marvel, therefore, if the Emperor 
resented the contradiction of this able and learned 
‘opponent, who sheltered himself, as he considered, 
under the wing of the Caliph of Damascus. So, 
if unable to overwhelm St. John Damascene by 
force or argument, Leo determined to compass his 
ruin by stratagem. “For which purpose he forged 
letters addressed to himself, purporting to be written 
in the hand-writing of St. John at Damascus, privily 
informing the Byzantine Emperor that the guard 
at Damaseus was weak and negligent, and promising 
Leo that, if he sent sufficient troops, he could easily 
capture the city, and might count ‘on the writer's 
co-operation, This forged letter was then des- 
patched to the Caliph: and for a while the latter 
believed that his once faithful xpwroruBoudos had 
been guilty of base treachery. Nothing short of a 
miracle, which the historian relates, cleared up the 
mystery, and finally restored the Damascene to his 
‘master's favour and confidence. 
Soon after this, being constrained to ‘forsake alll 
and follow Christ,’ St. Jobn begged the Caliph to 
relieve him of his office, and at last with difficulty 











undor the various names of Turlupins, Bogomili, or Gooden, 
so long devasted Christ's fold.” J. M. Neate, Hymns of 
the Hastern Church, London, 1863, pp. 14, 15. 


LIFE OF ST, JOHN DAMASCENE, 


obtained permission to retire from public life, 
Having sold all his worldly goods, and distributed to 
the poor, with but one coat on his back, he retired, 
together with the younger Cosmas, his former play. 
ulate (hereafter to be known as Cosmas the Melodist, 
and Bishop of Maiuma), to the monastery of St. Saba, 
whither his old tutor, Sicilian Cosmas, had already 
gone, ‘esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches 
than the treasures’ in Syria, and accounting the dry 
desert better than ‘Abana and Pharpar, rivers of 
Damascus.” Here later on he was ordained Priest of 
Here he fasted and prayed. 

s Canons, Odes, Idiomela, 

ia, Theotokia, and the 
the Greek service books, 












Here he composed his fi 
Stichéra, Cathismata, ‘Tr 
like. Here he set in orde 
supplying that which was licking for the Busters, as 
4d St. Gregory the great for the: Were church. 
And lo! he, that was once dubbed by his enemies 
<Mamzer’ (Hebraice ‘bastard’), “a cursed favourer of 
Saracens’ ‘a traitorous worshipper of images,” “a 
wronger of Jesus Christ,’ ‘a teacher of impiety,” and 
‘a bad interpreter of the Scriptures,’ is now, from his 
defence of sacred images, fitly styled the Doctor of 
Christian Art,’ is surnamed ‘Chrysorrhioas” (the 
Golden-stream), and has ‘deservedly won the double 
honour of being the last but one of the Fathers of 
the Greek church and the greatest of her Poets’ 











xx 





BARLAAM AND IOASAPH 


on, wt 
w 


Neslane 
Grate te 
tbat, 
heya 


Hod, aid 


at, vt 1 


“< 








BAPAAAM KAI [0A2A® ' 


ISTOPIA VIXAGEANS EK THE ENAOTEPAS TON ALOIOTION 
ZavAd, TH INAGN ABTOMENHS, 11PO% THN ATIAN MOAIN 
JUTRNWXOEIZA AIA TOANNOT MONAXOT, ANAPOS TIMUOT 
HAL ENAPETOT, MONH® TOT ACIOT ANA” EN HI O D103 
DAPAAAM KAT IQASA TAN AOLAIMON KAT MAKAPION, 


TLPOOIMION 


"Ogor Wvedpars cod eyovrar, obrol elow 
viod @c00, dnady 5 Betas "Arbaronas: 7 82 Ulved. 
jparos diylov afiwOivar Kad vlods Bcod yevdoBas 
Tay dpexrav dmdpyes rd toxarov, wal od yevo- 
pbvois méons Bewplas dvdravars, Kabds yeypa- 
eras. this oby bepguods ratras wad ray éperdy 
dupordrns paxapibrnros EebOneav ereruxeiy of 
Gar aldvos &yioe 81d ris Tov dperdy épyactas’ of 
uly papropuxiss aDdspravres wal pexpis alparos 
trpis Thy duaprlay dvruxaracrdvres, of 8 daren- 
Tas drywviadperot, kal tiv oreviy Babloavres 
BBbrv, wal pdprupes rh mpoaipécer yevopevor. Sy 
se dpiotdas kal 76 KaropOduara, ray re 3 
Guaros rexeaderror Kal Tov BC domoews 
Wy dopyeucdy mrodurelay psunapdvor, ypabh 
rrapabidbvac, wad dperis om bdevypa rats peréresra 
2 








BARLAAM AND IOASAPH 


AN BOIPYING stow PHOMC THE NNR LAND OF ‘HIE wTILIO- 
PANN, OALIAD THM LAND OP IE INDIANM. HHtERee 
BKOUGHY 70 TH MOLY Clty, ‘BY JOUN Till MONK. GX 
HONOURAULE MAN AND a ‘VietuoUs, UF IKK MONADTARY 
QF SAINT Sais); WiUIUEIN ALLE "OHtR LIVES. OF TH 
‘FAMOUS AND DLESHD BARLAAM AND LOAMAII 





INTRODUCTION 


‘As many as are led by the Spirit of God ‘me wuttur 
they are sons of God" saith the inspired Apostle, with. 
Now to have been accounted worthy of the Holy parte 
Spirit and to have become sons of God is of all hishiatory 
things most to be coveted ; and, as it is written, 

‘They that have become his sons find rest frum 
all enquiry.’ This mnarvellous, and above all. elae 
desirable, ‘blessedness have the Saints from the 
beginning won by the practice of the virtues, some 
having striven ns Martyrs, and resisted sin unto 
blood, and others having struggled in self-discipline, 
and having trodden the narrow way, proving Martyrs 
in will. "Now, that one should’ hand “down “to 
memory the prowess and virtuous deeds of these, 
both of them that were made perfect by blond, 
and of them that by self-denial did emulate the 
conversation of Angels, and should deliver to. the 
generations that follow a pattern of virtue, this 
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ravéyy Eddws 8) Kad rbv emnprnudvov 7p Boi 
lvbvvov iqopeperos, 83, KaBdv mapa roo Seams 
Mat xxv, Tou 7d rédavrow, ele ryfiv éxcivo Karépute al rd 
* BoOtv pds épyaclay kepuyrer dmpayydrevroy, & 
emo yuyadenh bos (0d karavricacay ob- 
Bayly cum pronac' fymep pot adrrjoayro deBpes 
@raBeis ris evBorkpas Tay Albibrav xdpas, 
obarwas "Iv8ods olBer 6 Nbyos kadetv, eF Sropvy- 
pdrav Tabrny dypevdiv perappdoavres, exer d8 
obras. 
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hath the Church of Christ received as a tradition 
from the inspired Apostles, and the blessed Fathers, 
who did thus enact for the salvation of our race. 
For the pathway to virtue is roagh and steep, 
especially for such as have not yet wholly tumed 
unto the Lord, but are still at warfare, through 
the tyranny of their passions. For this reason also 
we need many encouragements thereto, whether 
it be exhortations, or the record of “the lives of 
them that have travelled on the road before us 
which latter draweth us towards it the less pain- 
fully, and doth accustom us not to despair on 
account of the difficulty of the joumey. For even 
swith nm man that would tread a hard and 
Aifficalt path; by exhortation and encouragement 
‘one may searce win him to essay it, but rather by 
pointing to the many who have already completed 
the course, and at the last have arrived safely. So 
T too, ‘walking by this rule,’ and heedful of the 
danger hanging over that servant who, having 
received of his lord the talent, buried it in the 
arth, and hid out of use that which was given 
him to trade withal, will inno wise pass over in 
silence the edifying story that hath come to me, 
the which devout men from the inner land of the 
Ethiopians, whom our tale calleth Indians, delivered 
unto me, translated from trustworthy records It 
readeth thus. 
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‘H ray "Iv8dv eyouden ydpa méppw dv bid~ 
evra ris Alytrrou, ce odea ay ‘modv- 
dsdpunor nepuediferas 8 Oandovass xa) vaver. 
mbpoig meddyecr 7p xa’ Atyumroy piper dx 8d 
tiie symelpou mpoceyyiter rois dplows TepatSos, 
firis madaupay 1H Ths eldaropavlas euedalvero 
Lhd, els dxpov &eBeBapBapwpérn wal rats dBé- 
oyows eBediyrnpdm rov mpdgewy. sre 8 6 
povoyers 70d Mead Tiss, 6 dv ely roy Kbdrov 

Janis 700 Larpds, 7) davrod mrdopa wh pépov dpa 

dyaprig Bovrotpevor, ols otxelors mepl rodro 

+ omrdrwos emucapgdels, dpOn Kab) huds duap- 

dour st, las xapls, «al, rv TO Tarps Bpdvov 

inh onumav, TapBévov Bano br huis, by’ suets 
El earouwjoopey rors olpavods, Tod te madaod 
7 mréparos dvacdnBaer, kad rie imaprlas dar 
daydner, chy mporkpav viodeciay dmodafevres, 

nal, macay av tiv Bd caprds trip judv4 
rerécas olxovoplav, oravpdy te wad Odvarov 
karabeEduevos wal rots Groupavios mapaddtos 
kvorojoas 7a erbyeia, dvacras 88 de vexpdv Kad 
mn.avi19 perd B6Ens els obpavods dvadnpleds xa) év Sefug 
Mes.t.8 THis To8 Tarpos peyaroorvns xablaas, 7d ara 
edntoy TveGua rots abrémrars abrod Kad ptorais, 
ard thy érayyeday, &v elSe prwoody muplyav 
Aoais Eaméorerde, wad breupey adrods els wdvra 7d 
mat v.16 Gyn pwricas rods év oxdrer rhs dyvolas Kan- 
Ys mt udvous, xa Barrikew adrods els 7d dvowa rod 
dl Tlarpés xal to Tiod nad rod ‘Arfov Uvetparos, 
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Tux country of the Indians, as it is called, is vast row the 
and populous, lying far beyond Egypt. On the side Apotis 
» of Egypt itis washed by seas and navigable gulphs, freed, 

but on the mainland it marcheth with the borders of 
Persia, a lund formerly darkened with the gloom of 
idolatry, barbarous to the last degree, and wholly 
given up to unlawful practices. But when ‘the 
only-begotten Son of God, which is in the bosom of 
| the Futher,’ being grieved to see his own handiwork 
in bondage unto sin, was moved with compassion for 
the sume, and shewed himself amongst us without 
sin, and, without leaving his Father's throne, dwelt 
for n seaion in the Virgin’s womb for our sakes, that 
4 we might dwell in heaven, and be re-claimed from 
the ancient fall, and freed from sin by receiving 
again the adoption of sons; when he had fulfilled 
‘every stage of his life in the flesh for our sale, and 
endured the death of the Cross, and marveliously 
united earth and heaven; when he had risen again 
from the dead, and had been received up into heaven, 
and was sented at the right hand of the majesty of 
the Father, whence, according to his promise, he sent 
down the Comforter, the Holy Ghost, unto his eye- 
| itmesses and disciples, in the shape of fiery tongues, 
{ and despatched them unto all nations, for to give 
i light to them that sat in the darkness of ignorance, 
‘and to baptize in the Name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost—whereby it fell to the 
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ts evredBer rods dy abrasv ras égas Ajges, rods 
88 ras éomeplous Naydrras mepiépyeaBas, Aépeud 
Te xal viva Biablew edipara, 73 mpooreraryuevov 
adrois Anpodvras, Sidyyehua tore wal 6 deps- 
rato: Owyas, els imdpywv ris bwbexaplOuou 
Attu gddayyos ray pabyrév ro Xpuotod, pos Thy 
tay "Indiv eEeriumero, xnpirray aitois 1) cw- 
ai xvi 20 Tpiov sofpvywa, 70 Kuplou 8 cuvepyodvros 5 
wal tiv Néyov BeBaoivros bid réy éraxodou- 
1, Oovyrav onueluv, 70 wv rips BeiorBaipovlas dm. 
| NdOn oxéros xal, raw elbwrixdy amor 
‘is BBekuypdror deradrayévres 1h darhavel mp 
jay mlaret, nai, ofrw Tals dmoorohiwals pera~ 
mraoblyres xepat, Xpior$ id rob Barrionaros 
BeedbByear, wal, rais xard_ploos rpoobixaus | 
aitaviuevos, npotxonror bv 79 duaouiry mare, 
deednolas ve dvd mdcas BeoBspoww ras xépas. 
"Emre, 8 eal dy Alyomry iipEaro ipa 
ewlarasba nal ra tov novaxey sdpolteedas 
dHOn, Kal ris dxelvay dperiis ead dyyedouipsfrou 
Mares Siayoris } din rd mépara biedduBave ths 
oleoupéms, wal els "Ivbods fee, pds tov Spoov 
Sirov wad rovrous Bufyerper, dy Todos abriv, 
mdvra kataurévras, katadaBely ras épyuous 
Kal ev cdpare Ounrg viv modurelay dveidnpévar 
tv dcwpdrov. obre Kadi eybvrov Tv 6 
mpayudrar, xad xpvoais wrépub., 7d 8) Neyspevov, 
ls otpavois rorhov dunraybyav, dvlararal nis 
Bacirels & 7h aizh xepq, ’ABewhp robvopa, 
bbyas uly yevouevos Thotre eal Byvacrelg wad 
7h xazd tov dvrixeiévow vien, yervaids te ey 
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lot of some of the Apostles to travel to the faroff 
East and to some to journey to the West-ward, while 
others traversed the regions North and South, fal- 
filling their appointed tasks—then it was, I say, that 
‘one of the company of Christ’s Twelve Apostles, most 
holy Thomas, was sent out to the land of the Indians, 
to preach the Gospel of Salvation. ‘The Lord 

working with him and confirming the word with si 
following,’ the darkness of superstition was banished ; 
and men were delivered from idolatrous sucrifices and 
abominations, and added to the true Faith, and being 
‘thus transformed by the hands of the Apostle, were 
made members of Christ's household by Baptisn, 
and, waxing ever with fresh increase, made advance. 
‘ment in the blamcless Faith and built churches in all 
their lands. iG 
Now when monasteries began to be formed in 
Egypt, and numbers of monks banded themselves 
together, and when the fame of their virtues and 
Angelic conversation ‘was gone out into all the ends 
of the world’ and came to the Indfans, it stirred 
them up also to th real, insomuch that many 
of them forsook everything nnd withdrew to the 
deserts; and, though’ but men in mortal bodies, 
adopted the spiritual life of Angels. While matters 
were thus prospering and many were soaring upward 
to heaven on wings of gold, as the saying is, there 
arose in that country a king named Abenner, mighty 
fn riches and power, victorious over his enemies, 
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modpors, nad peylBer odparos dua 88 xa) mpoo- 
dmov dpairyre cepvevpevos, mact re rol 
Koo pixois Kal O&rrov papawouevors mporepripacw 
eywavyspevos: xara Yoxsy Bb doxdry meekoueves 
mroxela xah woddols xaxots cupmonyspevos, Ths 
dquuais bndpyor polpas, eat ohé8pa rep) rhy 
SercBainova mAdvny ray elSdhav émronpsros. 
roxhj 8 cuthy obros spubh al dwohatoes ray 
48eay wad repmvidv rob Blov, kad év overt rav 
Gednpdron wah enByywisy aizod droorepotjuev0s, 
by eixe 1d rhy eigdpoodimy airg eyebmrov wah 
pepluvass abrod Baddov hv purghy, 73 ris dre 
vias xaxby. Upnuos vidp trdpyay raibwr, 51d 
povrlbos dye norris Sas, r09 roxtrov Nis 

‘expo’, récveov xdnbein manip, mpayya roils 
odrols ebxeraubrarov. rovbros yav 8 Bacthebs, 
Kad obras Exov THs ywouns. 

Td 88 eberedoraroy yévos ray xpioriaviby Kad 
7a ray povaydy mrajbn rap’ ob8ty Béuevor 7d 709 
Bacidéas c¢Bas, eal rhy airod ph beBouedres 
Bras dretdijv, mpoékomroy rh 70 Xpiarrod xépers, 
els Abyou xpelrrova TiBiv eniBiBévres, Kal 
Bpaxdn ply rroosuevos 709 Basihbos Nyov, roy 
88 mpos Ocparclay depivrav cod Biagepdvras 
Exsuever. wad bie rovro woXdol rv Thy pova- 
Svelp dravppnudvwr rdkw, mdvra uly érions 7d 
erraiba repmva dibervay, mpbs by 88 pbvov soir 
elyov tparixas, Ty eboéBerar, Kad bv imép 
Shuorob Gistnor ipav, wel wip deciber Spe 
‘youre paxapisrnros. . dexfpurrov obv, ob $6) 
Tal wal bwerrMG, 4208 nal May ebmagonod 
ares 7 705 Oeoi cwrhpiov Svoua, wal obSev 8 74 
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brave in warfare, vain of his splendid stature and’ 
comeliness of face, and boastful of worldly honowrs, 
thet pass so soon away. But his soul was utterly 
crushed by poverty, and choked with many vices, for 
he was of the Greck way, and sore distraught by the 
superstitious error of his idol-worship. But, although 
he lived in hixury, and in the enjoyment of the sweet 
and pleasant things of life, and was never baulleed of 
any of his wishes and desires, yet one thing there 
‘was that marred his happiness, and pierced his soul 
with care, the corse of childlesmess, For being 
without issue, he took ceaseless thought how he 
1 might be rid of this hobble, and be called the father 
of children, a name greatly coveted by most people. 
Such was the king, and such his condition. 

Meanwhile the glorious band of Christians ad toy, 
the companies of monks, paying no regard to the ix Baee 
King’s majesty, and in no wise terrified by his fet. 
threats, advanced in the grace of Christ, and grew M.S" 
in number beyond measure, meking short account P™ 
of the king's words, but cleaving closely to 
everything that led to the service of God. For 
this reason many, who had adopted the monastic 
rule, abhorred alike all the sweets of this world, 
and’ were enamoured of one thing only, namely 
godliness, thirsting to lay down their lives for Christ 
his sake, and yearning for the happiness beyond. 
Wherefore they preached, not with fear and 
trembling, but rather even with excess of boldness, 
the saving Name of God, and naught but Christ 
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“gh Xpioris atroly bb ordparos ty, ny re 
Bevery wal ebudpavroy dtou rav mapévrwr Kad 
73 éyov Kal &pBaprov ris peddovens Sais 
gavepds macw iedelevvor, wad ofovel dpopuads 
mrapeixoy xal omdpuara mpds 70 olneivos yorlebas 
eg wal rijs ev Xpiord xpurronlns dbtaPFvar 
kwms. evreiBen rorrot, rijs Sterns exeivns 
BBacxadlas drrodavavres, Tod yey muxpod Tis 
dmdrs ddloravro axirous, 7H 88 qruxel Tis 
Agbelas Sori mpooeridero: bs kal twas rv 
eySéEov cal ris cuyedifrov Bours mivra drone 
Becdiae 7d rod Blov Bip war omy olverdas 
Hovaxors 

‘0.88 Bacideds, dos Hoves tadra, dpyis bre 
mrelorns mrnpubels eal 76 Oyu brrepttoas, 
Boyne airixa egébero, méyra Npiariaviv Bud 
feabar 708 ebuvadar iy eboiBaav. ber 
kaw ply ear” airay ely Bacdvay érevber nad 
errerfbeve, xauvods 88 rpbrrovs Baviéray sreiner 
kad ypduyara Kar mécay why tures abr 
xépav éréwmero Upyover cad sryreudor, rrwwplas 
kava ray cbceBisv cal opayas dsixous tmopaus- 
neva, eaiperos 8 Kare roy 708 povabixod 
ayiparos Noyddov Brpouaxdv, darrovbov tyeipe 
rv mpbs arabs xal dejpuerov woheuov. rairy 
rot kal moddol wey ray moray rhy Bidvouay 
dyecadetovro, Eddot 86, ras Bacdvous wh Bun 
Biares imeveyeeiv, 16 dBeulre aizod eleov poo~ 
dyna of Boo nopanyend royuares Seas 
ves Kal dpyonyol, of drs edéyyorres abrod vhy 
Groptar, 78 bis. aproplov barpueyuay rédog Ka 
ris. adjerov exéruyov pawapisryros of 88 ey 





BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, 1. 7-8 


was on their lips, as they plainly proclaimed to 
all men the transitory and fading nature of this 
present time, and the fixedness and ineorruptibility 
of the life to come, and sowed in men the first 
seeds, as it were, towards their becoming of the 
household of God, and winning that life whieh 
is hid in Christ. Wherefore many, profiting by 
this most pleasant teaching, tumed away from 
the bitterness of the error of darkness, md 
approached the sweet light of ‘Truth; insomuch 
that certain of their noblemen and senators laid 
aside all the burthens of life, and theneeforth became 
monks. 

But when the king heard thereof, he was filled tow the 
with wrath, and, boiling over with indignation, eg" 
passed a deerce forthwith, compelling all Christians Hert axa 
to renounce their religion, ‘Thereupon he planned fie Fula. 
and practised new kinds of torture against them, 
and threatened new forms of death, So throughout, 
all his dominions he sent letters to his rulers and 
governors ordering penalties against the righteous, 
and unlawful massacres. But chiefly was his dis- 
pleasure turned against the ranks of the monastic 
orders, and against them he waged a truceless 
and unrelenting warfare, Hence, of a truth, many 
of the Faithful were shaken in spirit, and others, 
unable to endure torture, yielded to his ungodly 
decrees, But of the chiefs and rulers of the monastic 
order some in rebuking his wickedness ended their 
lives by suffering martyrdom, and thus attained 
to everlasting felicity; while others hid themselves 
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epnulass eal Speow dmeepimrovro, ob Béer ray 
aredquévon Baadvor, @XX oleovouig twt Bevo- 


rpg. 
Ul 


Ths ro1atrns obv cxoropiuns Thy viv "TyBav 
xararaBotons, wai rév piv maréy sévroBer 
Arawopdwr, tay 88 ris iaeBelas tmarmoriy 
xparwvondven, aluaat re xal xvicats rv Ovary 
rea aiirod Bi) 70d idpos podwvopdvou, ely rv 700 
Basidtos, dpyroarpémys riw dElav, yruyss mapa 
oriuare, perder ve wad edddet, ead maou adds, 
ols Spa cdparos wal yervaisrns Wuxis dvSpelas 
yapaernpitectas wiguee, tov dhday ériyyave 
Biadipwr. 73 doeBis obv éxelvo mpboray; 
Gxoteas obros, Yalpew elmav rf parale ravry 
ead wérw cvpouevy Sik Te xa) rpudf, tals ry 
povaxsv roviiow éautby eyearéuter, Smepspios 
‘yeviperos & epiuos roots, vnotelass re Kal 
dypurvias nal 1H rov Gelov dovlov emypedel 
pedéry 1as aloOroes dpiora eeeaBépas, wad ry 
‘poy, wdons dradrdkas eumabods oxéoews, 75 
ris derabelas gurl xarehdumpwver. 6 88 Baci- 
reds, mdvv roirov giddy wad bd Teyiis dyov, ds 
Fuovee radra, Punoe uly rw Yuxiy én rf 708 
girov oreprfact, eexaidy 8 mrkov rf) ward ray 
povattyrav épyfi- eal 8) ward birnow abrod 
rravraxod dmoarelhas, xal mdvra MBov xavjoas, 
7b rod Nbyou, dare Tobrav epeupelv, werd ob 

Sov ixavdy of els emitifrnawr airod meupOevres, 
 fodorro d dpiuois abroy as obefoes Exorra, 
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deserts and mountains, not from dread of the 
threatened tortures, but by a more divine dispensa- 
tion, 


n 


Now while the land of the Indians lay under of the suet 
‘the shroud of this moonless night, and while forge” 
the Euithful were harried on every side, andthe Same’ 

champions of ungodliness prospered, the very air 

recking with the smell of bloody human sacrifices, 

a certain man of the royal household, chief satrap 

in rank, in courage, stature, comeliness, and in all 

those qualities which mark beauty of body and 

nobil soul, far above all his fellows, hearing 

of t uitous decree, bade farewell to all the 

grovelling pomps and vanities of the world, joined 

the ranks of the monks, and retired across the 

border into the desert. ‘There, by fastings and 

vigils, and by diligent study of the divine oracles, 

he throughly purged his senses, and illumined a 

soul, set free from every passion, with the glorious 

light of a perfect calm, 

But when the king, who loved and esteemed tow king 
him highly, heard thereof, be was grieved in spirit seme te 
at the loss of bis friend, but his anger.was the more sppshend 
hotly kindled against the monks. And so he sent 
everywhere in search of him, leaving ‘no stone 
unturned,’ as the saying is, to find him. After 
‘a long while, they that were sent in quest of him, 
having learnt that he abode in the desert, after 
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Buepeuviicarres kad cuXdahbuerot, 76 709 Bact- 
das maplormoay Prjpart. idv 8 abrdy &v 
obra mevixpd nal rpayurdry éaOfire Tov Nap 
mpois ore inariow sugueopévov, xal rev woMAF 
cutivra tpudf Terapiyevpévor th oxdnpd Tis 
doriccas dyuryf, Kal 700 epnyexod Blov évapyiis 
mepiecluevoy Ta yvoplapara, Mirns pod wal 
Spyis exemdiporo, wal, && dupoiv rov Niyov 
xepdoas, tpn pds abrovr 

"0 andnre wad $pevoBrafés, rivos yiipey dvrmr- 
Ado ris runs alexsuny, wal ris Maympas B6Eys 
rip doyhpova rabriy Tay; 6 mpdedpos hs eis 
Racirdlas nat dpyrorpdrnyos ris euiis Svacrel~ 
as, ralyuoy perparlor ceavrdv karaarijaas, ob 
pbvoy iis Aerépas bddas wa rappnolas waxpay 
yOnv meromeds, GANA Kad adris kareEavacrds 
ris dices, wal unBi ray (Slav réever olerov 
adv, wrodrdv Te wal wacav Thy Tob Blov epi 
Gdveiay els oibly Aoyioderes, why zocatrmy 10 
Bokla vis wepiBrérrov mpokxpwas S6Eys, ta 
‘rh coe yévnras; wad cl dvredBen xepdifoees, Bre 
méyrav Beiv re Kad dvOpirav Tov deyouevov 
‘mooreriuneas “Incody, xal Thy oxdnpav ravrny 
ai Bvaciyova dyoyiy ray ABéwv Kal drodavort- 
résy 709 pruxurérou Blov; 

Tovrav dxovoas 6705 Acod avOporos dxeivos, 
xapilvras ana nal suadds drrexplvaror Bi Mbyor 
‘pbs ue cuvapat Béreis, & Bacired, rods éxBpods 
cov ee pézou 709 Sixacrnplov rolncov, wal TY 
Kabra dmoxpwodpal cot rep dv av Lyrjans 
pabeivr exelvay yap cupmapdvrev cot, obbels guol 
‘rps ae Néyos. eerds 88 Abyou Tiudpet, opdrre, 
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Ailigent search, apprehended him and brought him 
before the king's judgement seat. When the king 

saw him in such vile and coarse raiment who before 

had been clad in rich apparel,—saw him, who had 

lived in the lap of Inxury, shrunken and wasted 

by the severe practice of discipline, and bearing 

about in his body outward and visible signs of his 
hermit-life, he was filled with mingled grief and 

fary, and, in speech blended of these two passions, 

he spake unto him thus: 

0 thou dullard and mad man, wherefore hast tho king 
thou exchanged thine honour for shame, and thy {fmt 
glorious estate for this unseemly show?) To what #7 
end hath the president of my kingdom, and chief 
commander of my realm made himself the laughing- 
stock of boys, and not only forgotten utterly our 
friendship and fellowship, but revolted against 
nature herself, and had no pity on his own children, 
and cared naught for riches and all the splendour 
of the world, and chosen ignominy such as this 
rather than the glory that men covet? And what 
shall it profit thee to have chosen above all gods 
and_men him whom they call Jesus, and to have 
preferred this rough life of sackeloth to the pleasures 
and enjoyments of the palace? : 

When the man of God heard these words, he mote 
made reply, at once courteous and unrufled: "If 
remove thine enemies out of mid court; which done, polis su 
I will answer thee conceming whatsoever thou 
mayest desire to learn; for while these are here, 
I cannot speak with thee. But, without speech, 
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mois 8 Bbders epod yap 6 xbapos éoratpwrat, 
cand 7 bcp, dno 6 Beios xal eds Biodona- 
Non rod 88 Baccdéas elrrévtos, Kat vives of 
dbo obro1, obs de uéoow moujaad ue mpogrig- 
Chis; natn & Betas darip: ‘O Bypos xa} enreBuplar 
Tadra wip U6 dpyis piv cuepod ris gicews id 
Tod Byjuovpyod maphyOnoay, eal voy oatros 
Exowor ros po) kar gupea ronrevopivas, DX 
Oy rvebpar bv iptv 86, ofrives 7 Bdov core 
Sepees, pmBiv Exovres 00 muedparos, divribucot 
Sepsvact, Kai 7a Ty éxBpbv Kal rodeulor bax 
Tpemrovras. §,nyhp eriBupia tv oui, évepryounén 
judy, Sov eyelpet, Karapyoupéen BL Gunso. 
cries obv Taira ajuepov dare cod, mpowabe 
fheBwcay 88 els dxpsacw roy heyoulvan kal, xpi- 
Guy 4 Gpomars Kary Bueacoa yn. eb yap Tov Bupby 
wal rip enbuplay de pécou roujeess, durevsdfeis 
BE chy dpdmow wad Thy Bucavoatimy, pidads}eos 
mréyra Mo cou. mpos Tabra 6 Bacddeds En 
"ibd, elbas cov 7h dkudrer, éxBadd 700 cuvedplou 
sriy re dmibypian eal Tov vps, peo dew 88 vhy 
Goma Kal rp Brxasortimy mronjow. Aéye poe 
Jo raby aBeds raGev cot # rocavry eyévero TRAV, 
nad rb mporipa 7a ey xevais edmiat Tay év xepot 
Breropevor. 

“Arroxpibers 88 6 épyubrng elmer Bi ri dp- 
sew brrets, & Bavidad, éBer, por yeyore Tay 
roowalpoy pay drreptBeis, Sov B¢ édavrby 
Tete aloviow erioiva edmiow, dxovoov. ev 
Fpdpaus apyatass, kre xosdG véos dmdpxer, 
Feovod vu pha dyabdy ar cwriploy, Kat Me 
rar dxpas 1) rairov Sivas «Ide, eal, domep 
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torment me, kill me, do as thou wilt, for “ the world 
is crucified unto me, and I unto the world,” as 
saith my divine teacher.’ ‘The king said, “And 
who are these enemies whom thou biddest me 
turn out of court?’ ‘The saintly man answered 
and said, ‘Anger and Desire. For at the beginning 
‘these twain were brought. into being by the Creator 
to be fellow-workers with nature; and such they 
still are to those “who walk not after the flesh 
but after the Spirit.” But in you who are altogether 
carnal, having nothing of ‘the Spirit, they are 
adversaries, and play the part of enemies and 
foemen, For Desire, working in you, stirreth up 
pleasure, but, when inade of none effect, Anger 
To-day therefore let these be banished from thee, 
and let Wisdom and Righteousness sit to hear 
and judge that which we say. For if thou put 
Anger and Desire out of court, and in their room 
bring in Wisdom and Righteousness, I will tell 
thee the truth.’ ‘Then spake the king, ‘Lo I 
yield to thy request, and will banish out of the 
assembly both Desire and Anger, and make Wisdom 
and Righteousness to sit between us, So now, 
tell me without fear, how wast thou so greatly 
taken with this error, to prefer the bird in the 
bush to the bird already in the hand 2” 

‘The hermit answered and suid, ‘O king, if thou teen 
askest the cause how I came to despise things Spat, 
temporal, and to devote my whole self to the Kugis, 
hope of things eternal, hearken unto me. In former Wholtome, 
days, when I was still but a stripling, I heard « Sigg 
certain good and wholesome saying, which, by its Bin 
force took my soul by storm; and the remembrance 
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of it, like some divine seed, being planted: in my 
heart, unmoved, was preserved ever until it took 
root, blossomed, and bare that fruit which tho 
seest in me. Now the meaning of that, sentence 
was “It seemed good to the foolish to 
despise the things that arc, as though they were 
not, and to cleave and: cling to the things that 
are not, as though they were. So he, that hath 
never tasted the swectiess of the things that are, 
will not be able to understand the nature of the 
things that are not. And never having understood 
them, how shall he despise them?’ Now that 
saying ment by “things that are” the things 
eternal and fixed, but by “things that are not” 
earthly life, luxury, false prosperity, and glory, 
wheroon, © kingy thine heart alas! ie fixed. anise 
‘Time was when T also clung thereto myself, But 
the force of that sentence continually pricking 
my conseience, stirred my governing power, my 
mind, to make the better choice, But “the law 
of sin, warring against the law of my mind,” 
and binding me, as with iron chains, held me 
captive to the love of things present, 

“But “after that the kindness and love of God mdot nis 
‘our Saviour” was pleased to deliver me from that ur” 
hharsh captivity, he enabled my mind to overcome lnwetsin 
the law of sin, and opened mine eyes to discern 
{good from evil.’ ‘Thereupon I perceived and looked, 
and behold! ‘all things present are vanity and 
vexation. of spirit, as somewhere in his writings + 
faith Solomon the wise, Then was the veil of sin 
lifted from mine heart, and the dullness, proceeding 
from the grossness of my body, which pressed 
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upon my soul, was seattered, and I perceived the 
cenxd for which 1 was created, and how that it 
Dehoved me to move upward to my Creator by 
the keeping of his commandments, Wherefore 
I left all and followed him, and I thank God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord that he delivered 
me out of the mire, and from the making of 
bricks, and from the harsh and deadly ruler of 
the darkness of this world, and that he showed 
me the short and easy road whereby I shall be 
ble, inthis earthen body, eagerly to embrace 
the Angelic life. Seeking to nttain to it the sooner, 
L chose to walk the strait and narrow way, 
renouncing the vanity of thingy present and the 
Unstable changes and chances thereof, and refusing 
to call anything good except the true good, from 
which thou, O- king, art misersbly sundered and 
Mienated. Wherefore also we ourselves were alie 
tited and separated from thee, because thou wert 
falling into plain and manifest destruction, ancl 

wouldst constrain us also to descend into like 

peril, But as long as we were tried in the warfare 

Uf this world, we failed in no point of duty. 

Thou thyself wilt bear me witness that we were 

never charged with sloth or heedlessness. 

But when thou hast endeavoured to rob us of the ttseenri 
‘chiefest of all blessings, our religion, and to deprive pauee 
fs of God, the worst of deprivations, and, in this fina a 
Intent, dost remind us of past honours and. prefer- inant 
ments, how should I not rightly tax thee with Sor" 
{ignorance of good, seeing that thou dost at all com- 
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pare these two things, righteousness toward God, 
and human friendship, and glory, that runneth apace 
like water? And how, in such case, may we have 
fellowship with thee, and not the rather deny our 
selves friendship and honours and love of children, 
and if there be any other tie greater than these? 
When we see thee, O king, the rather forgetting 
thy reverence toward that God, who giveth thee the 
power to live and breathe, Christ Jesus, the Lord of 
all; who, being alike without beginning, and eoeternal 
with the Father, and having created the heavens and 
the earth by his word, made man with his own hands 
and endowed him with immortality, and set him king 
uupon earth and assigned him Paradise, the fairest 
Ince of all, as his royal dwelling. | But man, 
eguiled by ‘envy, and (wo is me!) caught by the 
bait of pleasure, miserably fell from all these bless- 
ings. So he that once was enviable, became a 
pitcous spectacle, and by his misfortune deserving of 
tears, Wherefore he, that had made and fashioned 
us, looked again with’ eyes of compassion upon the 
work of his own hands. He, not laying aside his 
God-head, which he had from the beginning, was 
made man for our sakes, like ourselves, but without 
sin, and was content to suffer death upon the Cross. 
He overthrew the foeman that from the beginning 
had looked with malice on our race; he rescued us 
from that. bitter captivity; he, of his goodness, 
restored to us our former freedom, and, of his tender 
love towards mankind, raised us up ‘again to that 
place from whence by our disobedience we had fallen, 
granting us even greater honour than at the first. 

















“Him therefore, who endured such sufferings for soe! the 
four sakes, and again bestowed such blessings upon thir voria 
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us, him dost thon reject and scoff at his Cross ? fm whi 
And, thyself wholly riveted to carnal delights and Bib bese 
deadly passions, dost thou proclaim the idols of shame “*!"*"** 
and dishonour gods? Not only hast thou alienated 
thyself from the commonwealth of heavenly felicity 
Dut thou hast also severed from the same all others 
who obey thy commands, to the peril of their souls, 
Know therefore that Iwill not obey thee, nor join 
thee in such ingratitude to God-ward ; neither will 
T deny my benefactor and Saviour, though thou slay 
me by wild beasts, or give me to the fire and sword, 
‘as thou hast the power. For I neither fear death, 
not desire the present world, having passed judge 
ment on the frailty and vanity thereof, For what is 
there profitable, abiding or stable therein? Nay, in 
very existence, grent is the misery, great the pain, 
: rent and ceaseless the attendant care. Of its 
ladness and enjoyment: the yoke-fellows are dejec~ 
tion and pain. Its riches is poverty ; its loftiness 
the lowest humiliation; and who shall tell the full 
tale of its miseries, which Saint John the Divine 
hath shown me in few words? For he saith, “The 
whole world eth in wickedness"; and, “ Love notthe 
world, neither the things that are in the world. For 
all that is in the world is the lust of the flesh, and 
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, And the 
world passeth away, and the lust thereof, but he that, 
docth the ‘will of God abideth for ever.” Seeking, 
then, this good will of God, I have forsaken every 
‘thing, and joined myself to’ those, who possess the 
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same desire, and seck after the same God. 
Amongst these there is no envy or strife, sorrow or 
‘care, but all run the like race that they may obtain 
those everlasting habitations which the Father 
of lights hath prepared for them that love him, 
‘Them have I gained for my fathers, my brothers, my 
friends and mine acquaintances. But from my former 
friends and brethren “I have got me away far off, 
and lodged in the wilderness” waiting for the Géd, 
who saveth me from anguish of spirit, and from the 
stormy tempest.’ 
When the man of God had made answer thus tow the 
gently and in good reason, the king was stirred wrly”sna 
| by anger, and was minded eruelly to torment. the Mia's 
| saint; but again he hesitated and delayed, regarding tetart from 


So he answered and" 





his venerable and noble mi 
said: 
“Unhappy man, that hast contrived thine own utter 
ruin, driven thereto, I ween, by fate, surely thou hast 
made thy tongue as sharp as thy wits. Hence thou 
hhast uttered these vain and ambiguous babblings. 
Had I not promised, at the beginning of our converse, 
to banish Anger from mid court, I had now given thy 
Body to be bummed. But since’ thou hast prevented 
and tied me down fast. by my words, [ bear with 
thine effrontery, by reason of my former friendship 
with thee. Now, arise, and flee for ever from my 
sight, lest I see thee again and miserably destroy 
/ thee. 
So the man of God went out and withdrew to the Sii‘tte 
desert, grieved to have lost the crown of martyrdom, mek the 
Dut daily a martyr in his conscience, and ‘ wrestling Beraiy 
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against principalities and powers, against the rulers 
| of the darkness of this world, against spiritual 
wickedness’; as saith Blessed Paul. But after his 
departure, the king waxed yet more wroth, and 
devised a yet fiercer persecution of the monastic 
order, while treating with greater honour the 
iinisters and temple-keepers of his idols, 
While the king was under this terrible delusion Of vo birth 
‘and error, there was born unto him a son, a right Wmth 
goodly child, whose beauty from his very birth was {iti teat 
prophetic of his future fortunes, Nowhere in that 
Tnnd, they said, had there ever been scen so charming 
and lovely a babe. Full of the keenest joy at the 
birth of the child, the king ealled him Toasaph,! and 
in his folly went in person to the temples of his 
idols, for to do sacrifice and offer hymns of praise to 
| his still more foolish gods, unaware of the real giver 
of all good things, to whom he should have offered 
the spiritual sacrifice, He then, ascribing the cause 
; of his son's birth to things lifeless and dumb, sent 
out into all quarters to gather the people together 
‘to celebrate his son's birthday: and thou mightest 
have seen all the folk running together for fear of 
the king, and bringing their offerings ready for the 
sacrifice, according to the store at each man’s hand, 
and bis favour toward his lord. But chiefly the 
king stirred them up to emulation, He brought full 
many oxen, of goodly size, for sacrifice, and thus, 
making a feast for all his people, he bestowed 
1 ke, The Lond gathers, 
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largesses on. all his counsellors and officers, and on 
all his soldiers, and all the poor, and men of low 
degree. 


ur 


Now on his son's birth-day feast there came unto of the nro 
the king some five and fifty chosen men, schooled in fin? 
the star-lore of the Chaldwans. These the king “™™“¥°™ 
called into his presence, and asked them, severally, 

to tell him the future of the new-born babe. After 

long counsel held, they said that he should be 
mighty in riches and power, and should surpass all 

that had reigned before him. But one of the 
astrologers, the most learned of all his fellows, spake 
thus:—" From that which I learn from the courses of 

the stars, O king, the advancement of the child, now 

born unto thee, will not be in thy kingdom, but in 
another, a better and a greater one beyond compare. 
Methinketh also that he will embrace the Christian 
religion, which thou persecutest, and I trow that he 

will not be disappointed of his aim and hope.’ 

‘Thus spake the astrologer, like Balsam of old, not 

that his star-lore told him true, but because God 
signifieth the trath by the mouth of his enemies, 

that all excuse may be taken from the ungodly. 

But when the king heard thereof, he received How the, 
the tidings with a heavy heart, and sorrow cut sath 
short his joy. Howsomever he built, in a city set tpart 
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apart, an exceeding beautiful palace, with cunningly mbes. 
devised gorgeous chambers, and there set his son to trneynat 
dwell, after he had ended his first infancy ; and he for- =e 
bade any to approach him, appointing, for instructors ™ 
and servants, youths right seemly to behold. These he 
charged to reveal to him none of the annoys of life, 
neither death, nor old age, nor disease, nor poverty, 
nor anything else grievous that might break his 
happiness: but to place before him everything 
pleasant and enjoyable, that his heart, revelling in 
these delights, might not gain strength to consider 
the future, nor ever hear the bare mention of the 
tale of Christ and his doctrines. For he was heedlal 
of the astrologer’s warning, and it was this most that 
he was minded to conceal from his son. And if any 
of the attendants chanced to fall sick, he commanded 
to have him speedily removed, and put another 
plump and well-favoured servant in his place, that 
the boy's eyes might never once behold anything to 
disquiet them. Such then was the intent and doing 
of the king, for, ‘seeing, he did not see, and hearing, 
he did not understand.” 

But, learning that some monks still remained, of wl bow te 
whom he fondly imagined that not a trace was Giitian 
left, he became angry above measure, and his fury irae'® 
was hotly kindled against them. And he commanded 
hetalds to scour all the city and all the country, 
proclaiming that after three days no monk whatso- 

‘ever should be found theréin. But and if any were 
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discovered after the set time, they should be 
delivered to destruction by fire or by the sword. 
‘For,’ said he, ‘these be they that persuade the 
people to worship the Crucified as God.’ Meanwhile 
‘a thing befell, that made the king still more angry 
‘and bitter against the monks. 


Vv 


‘Tene. was at court a man pre-eminent among, the Ot «cain 
rulers, of virtuous life and devout in religion, But jomter'an¢ 
while working out his own salvation, as best he SS! 
might, he kept it sceret for fear of the king. 
‘Wherefore certain men, looking enviously on his free 
converse with the king, studied how they might 
slander him and this was all their thought. Ona 
day, when the king went forth hunting with his 
bodyguard, as was his wont, this good man was of 
‘the hunting party. While he was walking alone, by 
divine providence, as I believe, he found a man in 
fa covert, lying on the ground, his foot grievously 
crushed by a wild-beast. Seeing him passing by, 

‘the wounded man importuned him not to go his way, 

but to pity his misfortune, and take him to his own 

home, adding thereto: <I hope that I shall not be 

found unprofitable, nor altogether useless unto thee.’ 

Our noble man said unto him, ‘For very charity I sty carain 
will take thee up, and render thee such service as I yursgou' 
may. But what is this profit, which thou saidest that "der! 
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I should receive of thee?” The poor sick mun thesnator 
answered, ‘1 am a physician of words. If ever in” *™ 
speech or converse any wound or damage be found, 
T heal it with befitting medicines, that so the evil 
spread no further.’ ‘The devout man gave no heed 
to his word, but on account of the commandment, 
ordered him to be earried home, and seudyed hin not 
‘that tending which he required. But the aforesnid 
envious and malignant persons, bringing forth to 
ight that ungodliness with which they had long been 
in travail, slandered this good man to the king; tht 





not only did he forget his friendship with the king, 
and neglect the worship of the gods, and incline to 
Chri 





nity, Dut more, that he was grievously ine 
aing against the kingly power, and was turning 

aside the common people, and stealing all hearts 

for himself, ‘But,’ said they, ‘if thou wilt prove 

‘that our charge is not ungrounded, eall him to thee 
privately; and, to try him, suy that thou desirest to 

Teave thy fathers’ religion, and the glory of thy king- 

ship, and to become a Christian, and to put on the 
monkish habit which formerly thou didst persecute, 

having, thou shalt tell hin, found thine old course 

evil.’ ‘The authors of this villamons charge against 

the Christian knew the tenderness of his heart, how 

that, if he heard such speech from the king, he 

‘would advise him, who had made this better choice, 

not to put off his good determinations, and so they 

‘would be found just accusers. 

But the king, not forgetful of his friend's great tow th, 

kindness toward him, thought these accusations in- trsfot'him 
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credible and false; and because he might not accept 
them withont proof, he resolved to try the fact and 
the charge, So he called the man apart and said, to 
prove him, ‘Friend, thou knowest of all my past deal- 
ings with them that are called monks and with all 
the Christians, But now, I have repented in this 
matter, and, lightly esteeming the present world, I 
would thin become partaker of those hopes whereof 
Thave heard them speak, of the immortal kingdom 
in the life to come; for the present isof a surety 
cut short by death. And in none other way, methinks, 
can [succeed herein and not miss the mark except 
I become Christian, and, bidding farewell to the 
glory of my kingdom and all the pleasures and joys 
of life, go seck those hermits and monks, whereso- 
ever they be, whom I have banished, and join myself 
to their number. Now what sayest thou thereto, 
and what is thine advice? Say on; I adjure thee in 
the name of truth; for I know thee to be true and 
wise above all men.” 

‘The worthy man, hearing this, but never guessing 
the hidden pitfall, was pricked in spirit, and, melting #2, % 
{nto tenrs, answered in his simplicity, “O King, live ™™™ 
for ever! Good and sound is the determination 
that thow hast determined ; for though the king- 
dom of heaven be difficult: to find, yet must « man 
seek it with all his might, for itis written, He that 
seeketh shall find it.” ‘The enjoyment of the present 
life, though in seeming it give delight and sweetness, 

{is well thrust from us. At the very moment of its 
being it ceaseth to be, and for our joy repayeth us 
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with sorrow sevenfold. Its happiness and its sorrow 
‘ave more frail than a shadow, and, like the traces of 
ship passing over the sen, or of a bird ying through 
the air, quickly disappear, But the hope of the life 
to come which the Christians prench is certain, and 
howbeit in this world it hath tribula- 
tion, whereas our pleasures now are short-lived, and 
the beyond they only win ux correction’ and 
release. For the 
pleastn ‘are temporary, but its pains 
eternal; while the Christians’ Inbours are temporary, 
Wut their pleasure and gain immortal, ‘Therefore 
well befall this good determination of the king! for 
ight xood it is to exchange the eorruptible for the 
eternal.” 
Bf 





























if heard these words and waxed exceeding ttow the 


wroth: nevertheless he restrained his anger, and for jrarkel tho 

the season Jet no word fall, But the other, being eit 

shrewd and quick of wit, perceived that the king std rsd 

took his word ill, and was eraftily sounding him, 

So, on his coming home, he fell into much grief and 

Aistress im his perplexity how to conciliate the king 

and to eseape the peril hanging over his own hend, 

Batas he lay awake all the night long, there came to 

his remembrance the man with the crashed foot; so 

he had him brought before him, and said, “1 remem. 

ber thy saying, that thon wert an hear of injared 

apecels: * Yen quoth he, and if thou wilt owl give 

thee proof of my skill’ ‘The senator answered 
id told him of his aforetime friendship with the 

king, and of the confidence which he had enjoyed, 

and of the snare laid for him in his late converse 
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ith the king; how he had given a true answer, but 
the king had taken his words amiss, and by bis 
change of countenance betrayed the anger lurking 
within his heart, 

‘The sick beggar-man considered and said, ‘Be itwya tow oy 
Known unto thee, most noble sir, that the king fg” 
harboure 
couldest usurp his kingdom, and he spake, as he eet 
spake, to sound thee. Arise therefore, and crop thy four 
hiv. “Doff these thy fine garments, and don an 
hhairshirt, and at daybreak present thyself before the 
‘king. And when he asketh thee, What meaneth 
this apparel? answer him, * It hath to do with thy 
communing with me yesterday, O king. Behold, 
Tam ready to follow thee along the rord that thou 
art eager to travel ; for though luxury be desirable 
and passing sweet, God forbid that I embrace it 
after thou art gone! ‘Though the path of virtue, 
which thou art about to tread, be difficult and rough, 
yet in thy company I shall find it easy and pleasant 
Tor as I have shared with thee this thy prosperity so 
now will I share thy distresses, that in the future, as 
in the past, I may be thy fellow.”’ Our noble man, 
approving of the sick man’s saying, did as he said. 
‘When the king saw and heard him, he was delighted, 
and beyond measure gratified by his devotion 
towards him, He saw that the accusations against 
his senator were false, and promoted him to more 
honour and to a greater enjoyment of his confidence. 

But against the monks he again raged above 
measure, declaring that this was of their teaching, 


4s 




















ST, JOHN DAMASCENE 


mous ray 709 Blov FBéov Kab dBirois dveipo- 
modeiaBat ddrriowv. 

"Bk epysuevos 88 adds els Oripav, dpe 80 pova- 
xods ward rhy Upnpov Buepyopévous, obs kparndh- 
vat xad 7 adrod mpoaaxdjvar dyruars xedevoas, 
dpyidws re adrots évsbiov, wad mop, 7d 700 Néyou, 27 
avedcas, tyr Ove joboare, & advo xa dma 
credives, rv enpixov BiappXEnv Bodvray poh twa 
‘ris indy xaxodaiyovias werd rpeis judpas ev 
more t xdpa ris duis ebpeBivas eovelas, 
mévros rypixavaros frat; of 8 povayol: "Tod 
(gael) nada 8% xah mpooérakas, eepysuetd vov 
‘piv wéhewr nal rOy ogoplo" peample 8 dp oie 
4809 mpoxerulrns roi) deredbetv rrpbs rods jyue- 
répous adergors, evbeds Eyovres pods, rairny 
eropityetay 705 yay i egébia ea) Mnod 
rapavddapa yeveobas. 6 8 Bacideds &y ‘O 
Ban drou Bboy diy obe daeheires th 
picpav Bpopdrov. Meyovow of povasral Kados 
tras, & Beodal of Cdvaroy Béboucéres Bid gpov- 
ribos tyovar mis abrov expbywar. rhves 86 elowy 
obro1, adX’ 4 of rots pevorois mpoorernsdres «al 
rovrow énronudvor, oltives, pdtv» dryadv ddl 
fovres evpelv decider, Sveanoomdaras txovat 
ray mapévrov, wal Bid otro BeBoleact Pdvarov ; 
juets 80 of mada pearfoayres xbapov eal ra dy 

aie it 4; woop, Kab hy orev wah reOMyyubrny Bid 

lanes’ Xoverby Badltovres d8év, obre Odvaroy Bebolea- 
wer, obre rd mapdvra oBodper, dNrd rv per- 
Révrov eguduela udvov. ered obv 6 map’ 
emaybpeves iuiv Odvaros BiaBerripioy ylveras ris 28 


| 
= 
: 








BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, ww. 26-28 


that men should abstain from the pleasures of life, 
and rock themselves in visionary hopes, 

Another day, when he was gone a-hunting, he tow we 
espied two monks crossing the desert. These he mM, 
ordered to be apprehended and brought to his #0 ang 
chariot. Looking angrily upon them, and breathing dias 
fire, as they say, “Ye vagabonds and deceivers,’ he 
cried, ‘have ye not henrd the plain proclamation of 
the heralds, that if any of your execruble religion 
were found, after three days, in any city or country 
within my realm, he should be burned with fire ?* 

The monks answered, ‘Lo! obedient to thine order, 
we be coming out of thy cities and coasts. But as 
the joumey before us is long, to get us away to our 
brethren, being in want of vietuals, we were making 
provision for the way, that we perish not with hunger’ 
Said the king, ‘He that dreadeth menace of death 
Dusieth not himself with the purveyance of victuals. 
‘Well spoken, O king,’ cried the monks. ‘They 
that dread death have concem how to escape it 
And who are these but such as cling to things 
‘temporary and are entmonred of them, who, having no 
good hopes yonder, find it hard to be wrenched from 
this present world, and therefore dread death? But 
we, who have long sinee bated the world and the 
things of the world, and are walking along the 
narvow and straight road, for Christ his sake, neither 
dread death, nor desire the present world, but only 
Jong for the world to come. Therefore, forasmuch 
‘the death that thou art bringing upon us proveth 
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but the passage to that everlasting and better life, 
itis rather to be desired of us than feared," 

Hereupon the king, wishing to entrap the monks, 
as Tween, shrewdly said, ‘How now? Said ye not 
but this instant, that ye were withdrawing even as I 
commanded you? And, if ye fear not death, how 
came ye to be fleeing? ‘Lo! this is but another of 
Your idle boasts and lies.’ The monks answered, 
“Tis not because we dread the death wherewith 
thou dost threaten us that we flee, but beenuse 
we pity thee. "Iwas in order that we might not 
Dring on thee greater condemnation, that we were 
eager to escape. Else for ourselves we are never a 
whit terrified by thy threats.’ At this the Jeing and waxing 
waxed wroth and bade bum them with fire. So by ee 
fire were these servants of God male perfect, and wil i 
received the Martyr's crown, And’ the ‘king 
published a decree that, should any be found leading 
monk's life, he should be put to death without 
‘trial. Thus was there left: in that country none of 
the monastic order, save those that had hid them in 
mountains snd caverns and holes of the earth. - So 
mueh then concerning this matter, 





v 


Bor meanwhile, the king’s son, of whom our tale tow 
began to tell, never departing from the palace pre- my 
pared for him, attained to the age of manhood, He father, 


hd pursued all the learning of the Ethiopians Sew 
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and shining in all excellencies. ‘To his teachers 
he would propound such questions of natural history 
that even they marvelled at the boy's quickness and 
understanding, while the king was astounded at the 
charm of his countenance and the disposition of his 
soul. He charged the attendants of the young 
prince on no account to make known unto him any 
of the annoys of life, Least of all to tell him that 
denth ensueth on the pleasures of this world. But 
vain was the hope whereon he stayed, and he was 
like the archer in the tale that would shoot at the 
sky. For how could death have remained unknown 
to any human ereature? Nor did it to this boy 5 for 
his mind was fertile of wit, and he would reason 
within himself, why his father had condemned him 
never to go abroad, and had forbidden access to all. 
He knew, without hearing it, that this was his 
father’s express command. Nevertheless he feared 
to ask him; it was not to be believed that his 
father intended aught but his good ; and again, if it 
were so by his father’s will, his father would not 
reveal the true reason, for all his asking. Wherefore 
he determined to learn the seeret from some other 
source. ‘There was one of his tutors nearer and 
dearer to him than the rest, whose devotion he had 
‘won by handsome gifts, ‘To him he put the question 
what his father might mean by thus enclosing him 
‘within those walls, adding, ‘ff thou wilt plainly tell 
me this, of all thou shalt stand first in my favour, 
‘and I will make with thee « covenant of everlasting 
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friendship.’ ‘The tutor, himself @ prudent man, 
knowing how bright and mature was the boy's wit, 
and that he would not betray him, to his peril, dis- 
‘covered to him the whole matter—the persecution 
of the Christians and especially of the anchorets 
decreed by the king, and how they were driven 
forth and banished from the country round about ; 
also the prophecies of the astrologers at his birth. 
"Twas in. order’ said he, ‘that thou mightest never 
hhear of their teaching, and choose it before our fit 
religion, that the king hath thus devised that none 
Dut w sinall company should dwell with thee, and 
hhath commanded us to acquaint thee with none of 
the woes of life.’ When the young prince heard this 
he said never word more, but the word of salvation 
took hold of his heart, and the grace of the 
Comforter began to open wide the eyes of his under~ 
standing, leading him by the hand to the trae God, 
as our tale shall go on to tell. 

Now the king his father came oftentimes to see tow 
his boy, for he loved him passing well, On a day A 
son said unto him, ‘There is something that I Walaa. 
Tong to learn from thee, my lord the king, by reason 
of which continual grief and increasing’ care con 
sumeth my soul,” His father was grieved at heart at 
the very word, and said, Tell me, darling ebild, 
what is the sadness that constraineth thee, and 
straightway I will do my diligence to turn it into 
iladiess.”” ‘The boy said, “What is the reason of 
ine imprisonment here? Why hast thou barred. 

‘me within walls and doors, never going forth and 
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seen of none?’ His futher replied, ‘ Because I will 
not, my son, that thou shouldest behold anything to 
embitter thy heart or mar thy happiness. I intend 
‘that thou shalt spend all thy days in luxury un- 
broken, and in all manner joy and pleasaunce.’ “ But,’ 
said the gon unto his father, ‘ktiow well, Sir, that 
thus [ live not in joy and pleasaunce, but rather in 
affliction and great straits, so that my very meat, and 
drink seem distasteful unto me and bitter. I yearn to 
sce all that lieth without these gates. If then thou 
‘wouldest not have me live in anguish of mind, bid 
ime go abrand as L desive, and let me rejoice my soul 
with sights hitherto unseen by mine eyes." 

Grieved was the king to hear these words, but, flew the 
pereciving that to deny this request would but in- eet in 
crease his boy's patii and grief, he answered, «My 
son, I will grant thee thy heart's desir ‘And 
immediately he ordered that choice steeds, and an 
escort fit for a king, be made ready, and gave him 
license to go abroad whensoever he would, charging 
hhis companions to suffer nothing unpleasant to come 
in his way, but to show him all that was beautiful 
and gladsome, He bade them muster in the way 
troops of folk intuning melodies in every mode, 
and presenting divers mimic shows, that these might 
occupy and delight his mind. 

So thus it came to pass that the king's son often tien 
went abroad, One day, through the negligence of treunen 
his attendants, he descried two men, the one maimed, s: ae 
and the other blind. In abhorrence of the sight, he gerk. 
cried to his esquires, ‘Who are these, and what is bina 
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this distressing spectacle?’ They, unable to con- 
‘ceal what he had with his own eyes seen, answered, 
«These be human sufferings, which spring from 
corrupt matter, and from a body full of evil humours." 
‘The young prince asked, ‘Are these the fortune of 
all men?” ‘They answered, « Not of all, but of those 
in whom the principle of health is turned away by 
the badness of the humours.’ Again the youth 
asked, ‘If then this is wont to happen not to all, 
but only to some, can they be known on whom this 
terrible calamity shall fall? or is it undefined and 
unforeseeable?” ‘What man,’ said they, ‘can dis- 
com the future, and accurately ascertain it? This 
{is beyond Inuman nature, and is reserved for the 
immortal gods alone.’ ‘The young prince ceased 
from his questioning, but his heart was grieved at 
the sight that he had witnessed, and the form of his 
visage was changed by the strangeness of the matter. 

Not many days after, as he was again taking his 
‘walks abroad, he happened with an old man, well 
stricken in years, shrivelled in countenance, feeble~ 
kneed, bent double, grey-haired, toothless, and with 
broken utterance. ‘The prince was seized with 
astonishment, and, calling the old man near, 
desired to know the meaning of this strange sight. 
His companions answered, ‘This man is now well 
advanced in years, and his gradual decrease of 
strength, with increase of weakness, hath brought... 
hhim to the misery that thou seest.’ “And, 
“what will be -his.end2" They answered, 
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but death will relieve him.’ ‘But,’ suid he, ‘is this 
the appointed doom of all mankind? Or doth it 
happen only to some?” They answered, ‘ Unless 
death come before hand to remove him, no dweller 
‘on earth, but, as life advanceth, must’ make trial of 
this lot.” Then the young prince asked in how many 
years this overtook « man, and whether the doom of 
‘death was without reprieve, and whether there was 
no way to eseape it, and avoid coming to such 
misery, ‘They answered him, ‘In eighty or wn 
Tundied years men arrive at this old age, and then 
they dic, since there is none other way ; for death is 
a debt due to nature, laid on man from the beginning, 
and its approneh is inexorable.” 

‘When our wise and sagacious young prince siw toy 
‘and heard all this, he sighed from the bottom of sor Qrat 
his heart. ‘Bitter is life,’ cried he, ‘and fulfilled S54, , 
of all pain and anguish, If this be so, how Betsen, 
ean a body be careless in the expectation of an 
unknown death, whose approach (ye say) is as 
uncertain as it i inexorable?’ So he went away, 
restlessly turning over all these things in his mind, 
pondering without end, and ever calling up remem- 
brances of death. Wherefore trouble and despondency 
were his companions, and his grief knew no ease; 
for he said to himself,‘ And is it true that death shall 
‘oneday overtake me? And who is he that shall make 
‘mention of me after death, when time delivereth-all 
things to forgetfulness? When dead, shall J dissolve 
into nothingness? Or is there life ‘beyond, and 
another world?’ Ever fretting over these and the 
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diyos te xat ASiAvyya, obras ody exovrs TH vér 
al morviaplyg Kare Pia 1) dyaddy edpety, 
abey airiv 5 mdvra Brbrav b6aryss, Kad ob 
mapeibey 6 Bidwv mévras owbfvar nad els ériyvo- 
cw admBelas erbelv, adds, ry ovvfbn adre 
grarbportay xar ed soir belfas, éyndpiaey 
SBav Hv Wee ropeveoBas xpbmp rovpie 
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like considerations, he waxed pale and wasted awa 
but in the presence of his father, whenever he 
chanced to meet him, he made as though he were 
cheerful and without trouble, unwilling that b 
cares should come to his father’s knowledge, But 
he longed with an unrestraimable yearning, to meet 

with the man thatmightaccomplish his heart's desire, * 
and fill his ears with the sound of good tidings. 

‘Aguin he enquired of the tutor of whom we axdagan 
have spoken, whether he knew of anybody able tly oy 
to help him towards his desire, and to establish a Sister 
mind, dazed and shuddering at its cogitations, and 
tunable to throw off its burden. He, ecollecting their 
former communications, suid, ‘I” have told thee 
already how thy father hath dealt with the wise 
men and anchorets who spend their lives in such 

hilosophies. Some hath he slain, and others he 
Fath wrathiitly persecuted, and I wot not, whether 
any of this sort be in this country side.” Therest 
‘the prince was overwhelmed with woe, and grievously 
wounded in spirit, He was like unto a man that 
hath lost a great treasure, whose whole heart is 
occupied in seeking after it.’ ‘Thenceforth he lived 
in perpetual conflict and distress of mind, and all 
the pleasures and delights of this world were in his 
eyes an abomination and a curse. While the youth 
was in this way, and his soul was erying out to dis- 
cover that which is good, the eye that beholdeth 
all things looked upon him, and he that willeth 
that ‘all men should be saved, and come to the 
Knowledge of tlie truth,’ passed him not by, but 
Showed this man also the tender love that he bath 
toward mankind, and made known unto him the 
path whereon he needs must go. Befel it thus, 
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"Bykvero yap xan’ éxeivov rbv xaepdy povaxss 
1s, cogs 7a Bela, Bley re xad Mvp teil 6 
ea als dxpov macav wovayuchy peredOdy Trons- 
‘relay Bbev uly dpespieros Kad de rrolou yévous ode 
Gon x0: Exe Aye, &v maveprug BE run ris SevaaplriBos 
TiGM” pfs rds olefoeis mrovovuevos, wad rs lepmovvns 
Tihs? rerehevampdvos rf xdpir. Baprady jy .Svowa 
rovrp 76 ylporrt.” ores oby droxadiyer rob 
Ged0ev abri yevoptry ywods rd ward rov vidv 708 
Baciréas, &edBar rs doxuov, mpds thy olxov- 
pony xarhirbe, ral, duerpas rd éavtod oxfjua, 
indrid re xoouted dudiacdueros, kat vqds emis, 
Adixero els 7d ray "Iwbdy Bactdeva, wal eumépov 
trodds mpocorciov, Thy wédiy xaraauBavet, 
$a 8} § 700 Bactdkos vids 7b waddroy elye. 
wal, jpbpas Siatpixpas exeioe words, Sepibo. 
Aovfoaro rh war? addy xa rives of rovry 
mrnordtovres. abd obv rbv dvairdpo pnOévra 
naibayayov mdvrov air} uaddov olxebraroy 
elvat, rpocerban ard war’ IBlav, ky 
(yas Taedarxeer oe Bodronas, wipes jov, Bre durropos 
MS ayaa dee papas A#U0a yopas, kal mdpyer Es 
ios, riwwos, § mapsuoies marore ody ebplén. 
eal obbent péype 700 vov robrov éhavdpaca aod 
83 eardinrov Hibn trou, cuverév re Kal vowvEys 
Brbrrav ae dvbpa, ds Av doaydryys ye mpds roy 81 
uidv rod Bagidtas, xa) dmBsow roirev air}. 
qivray ap ray aaddy dovyxplras repkyer 
Sivarar Kad rupdois 7h eapSla pas bepetebac 
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VI 


‘Twene was at that time a certain monk, learned Fs, 
in heavenly things, graced in word and deed, a 
model follower of every monastic rule. Whence {mh 
he sprang, and what his race, I emmot say, but he fist 
welt in a waste howling wildemess in the land wr 
of Senaar, and hnd been perfected through the 
race of the priesthood. Barlaam was this elder's 
name, He, leaming by divine revelation the state 
of the king’s son, left the desert and retumed to the 
world, Changing his habit, he put on lay attire, 
and, embarking on ship-board, arvived at the seat of 
the empire of the Indians, Disguised as a merchant 
mam, he entered the eity, where was the palace of 
the King’s son. There he taried many days, and 
enguired diligently coneemning the prince's alfsirs, 
amd those that had access to him, Learning that 
the tutor, of whom we have spoken, was the prince's 
most familiar friend, he privily approtehed him, 
saying, 

“T would have thee understand, my lord, that T pytaan 
mm a merchant man, come from a far country ; and fiorofn” 
I possess a precious gem, the like of which was mig 
never yet found, and hitherto { have shewed it to feral 
no mai, But now I reveal the secret to thee, seeing the pins, 
thee to be wise and prudent, that thou mayest bring 
‘me before the king’s son, and I will present it to 
him, Beyond compare, it surpasseth all. beautiful 
things; for on the blind in heart it hath virtue to 
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copias, xopdy 88 bra dvolyew, ddddows Te pory 
Sadvar, xab paow rots vorodax mapéyew robs 
Kpovas copier, Baiuovas Bidnes, wad wav 8 ve 
Kandy kad dpdopiov apOéveos Xopnyed 7H Keern- 
dn airréy. dyer pds abrov 0 rasdayoyes* 
(Opa ae diGporov erabepod nal BePnxéros $p0~ 
wijuaros: 7480 pjpard cov dperpd oe avyacbar 
Uibadvoves. Ndovs wap xa papraplzas radar 
Nels ead rorvripous was dy coe Bupeatuny 
Baous tspaca; Exovras 8 rotabras fs elpnxas 
Bundyers obre eBov, ore Hxovca. Suws ombseutsy 
pot abrby, kal, ef dor xara 7) pijud, cov, Brrov 
eledya Tobroy mpis Tov Tod Bacidéas viby, xal 
yids Bre peyloras xal Bapeds Myon tap’ abrob. 
ph 88 PeBauodival pe 7h dxyevter ray 360ar~ 
jay épdcet, aivarév por 7 eu Seonéry Kal 
Bactrel repr mpdywaros agavods Taira Br 
Smépoyea drraryyetdat, 688 Baphadp én Karis 
dras ire bopaxévar mémore pire axneodvas 
roatras buvdueis nal evepyelas 6 yap mpds of 
pov Myos ob mepl tov Tuxdvr0s ork mpdynaros, 
TAA Cavuaorod rwvds wal weyddov. dre Be éEif- 
meas roirw Oedoarbar, dxovoov rov éniv 
jnpdrov. 

‘0 Nbos obros 6 rontrypos werd ray mpoeypn~ 
pbvoy evepyeidy eal Buvdueov, bre wah rabray 
Kéernras thy laxinr ob Bivarae Oedoacbat adrov 
de 700 mpoxelpov & yi) Eyer dopenlyny pty why 
Spacw nad vpalvovaay, dy Bb 7d ope xal 3 
mdvrn dudrurrov. el yp 1s, mi) 7a Bio radra 
ard Exov, mpomerdrs woropece 7H rly Ne 
Toure, wal abr bifrrou Ay exer drrrexiy Bivayuv 
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bestow the light of wisdom, to open the ears of the 
deat, to give speech to the dumb and strength to 
the ailing, It maketh the foolish wise and driveth 
away devils, and without stint furnisheth its possessor 
‘with everything that is lovely and desirable.’ ‘The 
tutor said, “Though, to all, seeming, thou art a man 
of staid and stendfast judgment, yet thy words prove. 
thee to be bonstful beyond measure. Time would 
fail me to tell thee the full tale of the costly and 
precious gems and pearls that I have seen, But 
gems, with such power as thou tellest of, I never 
saw nor henrd of yet. Nevertheless shew me the 
stone; and if it be as thou affimmest, I immediately 
dear it to the king's son, from whom thow shalt 
receive most high honours and rewards, But, 
Defore I be assured by the certain witness of mine 
‘own eyes, I may not carry to my lord and master so 
swollen a tale about so doubtful a thing.’ Quoth 
Barlaam, ‘Well hast thou said that thou hast 
never seen or heard of such powers and virtues ; for 
my speech to thee is on no ordinary matter, but on 
wondrous and a great, But, as thou desiredst to 
behold it, listen to my word: 
“This exceeding precious gem, amongst these its sd of ix 
powers and virtues, possesseth this property besides, wake "™* 
It-eannot be seen out of hand, save by one whose "ve 
‘eyesight is strong and sound, and his body pure and 
thoroughly undefiled. If any man, lacking in these 
two good qualities, do rashly gaze upon this precious 
stone, he shall, I suppose lose even the eyesight 


65 














aske x 8 


ST, JOHN DAMASCENE 


kad ras dplvas mpocanonaeen. ayo B6, ode 
dwinros ris larpuehs éxcariuns omdpyov, xab- 
opt cov rods dpbarpods ui) imuds Eyovras, Kab 
Bidovea sah wal fe Bear Spaoane ovkenors po- 
Eeijow, adda dy uldv rod Baatdos der}xoa Slov 
jay Exe edfpova, rods d¢Barpods 82 dpalovs 
ka tnndis dpdvras: rovrou xibpuv éxelv vrobeikat 
‘tiv Onoaupby roirov reBdppnea. od obv pu) dyc- 
dais rreph rovrou BiareDfs, 4282 mpdeyaros roLod- 
‘ov riv wipuby cou droarepjans. 6 8 mpbs abroy, 
Kal a raira, dnoln, obros tye, yo} wor rv 
MBov tmodelens: ev ciuapriacs yap roddais 6 
Blos pov dppirarar ody tidy 88 Kad hy 
Spacu, wales clas, xbernuas. Gdn’ yt, ois 
cots meabels ffuact, yopicar rabra 7H xvplo 
pov Kal Bacider ode dxvijow. ene raira, eal 
eloenbay xara uépos mdvea 7@ vig rob Bastdbos 
daripyyether. exeivos 86, cs ijxovce 7a Tot maid~ 
ayayod piuara, xapas rads wad bvynSlas 
muevparveis oder, th abrod gumvevodons 
kapdiq, xal, bGous Barep yeysuevos Thy yuxriy, 
tebaice Slirros elsaranety nov dobpa, 

‘Os ofy elofrdey 6 Baphad, wad Sédaxev airh 
tip melnovees phn, trtrpeper abriy 12b- 
eoiuas, wal, 700 radayayod broxwphoarres, 
bye 6 "Iadoap 7G yépovre “Tarddeikby you vv 
mrodsrquoy NBov, mepl ob yeydra Tue Kal Bav- 
pact hbyew oe 4 tds asbeyonjs Bunyloare. 
6 88 Bapradp obras demiptaro iis apis abrdy 
BiarsEeos Ov Sixardy dorm, & Raatred, pevdds 
1 wal dmepoxtrras wpbs 7 tmepeyov Ths offs 
Bons Aye per mdvra yap rd byMolvra cot 
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| that he hath, and his wits as well, Now I, that am 
initiated in ‘the physician's art, observe that thine 
eyes are not healthy, and I fear lest 1 may cause 
thee to lose even the eyesight that thou hast. But 
of the king's son, I have heard that he leadeth a 
godly life, and that his eyes are young and fair, and 
healthy. Wherefore to him I make bold to display 
this treasure. Be not thou then negligent herein, 
nor rob thy master of so wondrous a boon. The 
other answered, “If this be so, in no wise show me 
‘the yom for my life hath been polluted by many 
sins, and also, as thou sayest, I am not possest of 
good eyesight. But Iam won by thy words, and 
will not hesitate to make known these things nto 
my lord the prince.’ So saying, he went in, and, 
word by word, reported everything to the king's son. 
He, hearing his tutor's words, felt a strange joy and 
spiritual gladness breathing into his heart, and, like 
‘one inspired, bade bring in the man forthwith, 

So when Barluam was come in, and had in due sow 
order wished him Peace!, the prince bade him be MH, 
‘Then his tutor withdrew, and Toasaph said Be, 

elder, ‘Shew me the precious gem, eon- tiie 
corning which, as my tutor hath narrated, thou whim 
tellest such great and marvellous tales.’ ” ‘Then 
began Burl to discourse with him thus: (It is 
not fitting, O prince, that I should say anything 
falsely or unadvisedly to thine excellent majesty. 
All that hath been signified to thee concerning me is 
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‘rap! dud adxOhy car eal dvaugirerra. adr’ 
el pi mpérepor Soxipiy ris cis MaBo Sporizea, 
ob Blass 6 puortpion garephoal cou. pach 
“Weinber 6 onelpor rob 
tri erp bro nal dy re ores 
8 pdv breve apd thy BBby 
7 wierd rel carkpayer abré diha Bt Erect 
raph v8 werpibn, rev obe aye ory woh, 
tal iblos rdornoe, ba 173.) teu Bibos 
fe flow Bt dacrarroe dceuuatiodn, al, 
yy Bikar, npioOy dda 8 reves 
Gri ras dedvOas, Kal gay ai dxavbas xa 
Grémnigay air” Dra Be Execey onl chy yy 
Bp rahe, al. ibe. napriy dearocrtiora 
iv oby oyiv eUipa év 7H xapBla cov xaprogsipoy 
dyab jv, ote Fite rw TOY Beiov omépov épgu- 
Scical cot kal Gavepboat 73 nlya porto 
88 rerptiins airy eal dxarbeobns, work, ead 
Sbis marovpéen 1p Bovrouloy avri, xpcirroy 
inBixes robrev Bh rbv ewripuy KaraSaney 
Gnépor eal els Buaprayiy abroy ‘Beas. rots 
‘rerewots kad Onplocs, x turpoctier Bdws 1) 
Baneiv ois splras évrérahyas. ANAS me 
rova Kal eysueva 
Byer ov drtunron, 
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true and may not be gaingaid, But, except I first 
mnake trial of thy mind, it is not lawful to declare to 
thee this mystery; for my Master saith, “There 
went out a sower to sow his seed: and, when he 
sowed, some seeds fell by the wayside, and the 
fowls of the air came and devoured them up: some 
fell upon stony plices, where they had not much 
ceaxth + und forthwith they sprang up, because they 
had no deepness of earth: and when the sun was 
up, they were scorched: and hecnuse they had no 
root, they withered away, And some fell among 
thorns; nd the thoms sprung up and choked them 
ut others fell into good ground, and brought forth, 
fruit an hundyedfold.” Now, if I find in thine heart 
fruit-benring ground, and good, { shall not be slow 
to plant therein the heavenly seed, and manifest to 
thee the mighty mystery. But and if the ground 
be stony and thorny, and the wayside trodden down 
by all who will, it were better never to let fall this 
seed of sulvation, nor to cast it for a prey to fowls 
and beasts, before which I have been charged not to 
‘east pearls... But I'am “persuaded better things of 
thee, and things that accompany salvation,"—how 
that thou shalt sce the priceless stone, and it: shall 
be given thee in the light of that stone to become 
Tight, and bring forth fruit an hundvedfold, Aye, for 
thy suke 1 gave diligence and accomplished a long 
Journey, to shew thee things which thou hast never 
seen, and tench thee things whieh thou hast never 
heard 

Foaduph said unto, him, “For myself, reverend mags 
elder, T have a longing, an irresistible passion to!" 
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axézy tyrd déyor axodeas xaiviy twa Kad 
Dyadev, val sip trbobev ev 7H xapBlg pov 
Quedeavras Saves dbo pe Kal apopudy 
ales loayeaiag ruts oubyrjoes: obe trvyoy 
BE ndypu 100 viv dvOpamev Bubaqivou mipopo- 
phoal ne meph rovran. el 88 Toye coped rw0s 
eal émtaripovos, cai dxosow doyov cwrnplas, 
ging rer ‘os olyat, tobrov desde, ore 
us, obre phy werpabys gavicouas, dx &ns, 
obre deay8 bys, Pages| Tyreapdvess Bébouas 
‘cal dByuivos rypiiew. 2) Be el 70 ToW08roY 
Inloracay, ph Biaxpiyys en? epod, aX’ dvdy- 
yerrév pot. ts vip joven te waxpas dduxéa bar 
2e ris, ely wou 4 Yuyeh wad eDedares dyevduny 
bia cod tod roBoupevov crerugeio. bid rodro 
kal Qarrov elotyayor oe =pbs pe xa rpocmver 
Bekdunv, Gomep = bed ourybor pot ed 
Priory, elmep 0 Noopas ris emiBos. 
wal 6 Baphadp én" exo érroinaas Tobro Kab 
UElos vis ois Bacdueis peyadomperdas, brs 41 
‘Th Gawoulry mpockeyes ebrerelg, AA THs 
respi iso Dei, . 
"Hie dp 719 Racireds weyas xad krBokos, wal 
dybveron Suepyonéron abrod &" Epuaros ypuzo- 
ordfrov eal ris Bacidel xperobons Bopupopias, 
Ferret Bio Cubpas, buspparyira uly 4upicond: 
vous Kal peporeslva, derereiras 8 78 pac 
oma wal Nev earexpionéovs: jy 81 yuxdorav 
sotrovy 8 Baaihats 1p Yrumiagig 700 @syaros 
kai rols rhe dawfocas lBptcr 3 oaprion dxbeba- 
raredras, os of aber abrois, KararyBjoas 
800s 708 Spares wal bel thy spy meaty, poo 
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hear some new and goodly word, and in mine heart pasisam to 
there is kindled fire, cruelly burning and urging {22° 
me to leam the answer to some questions that 
will not rest. But until now I never happened 
fon one that could satisfy me as touching them. 
But if I meet with some wise and understand- 
ing man, and hear the word of salvation, I shall 
not deliver it to the fowls of the afr, I trow, nor 
yet to the beasts of the field; nor shall T be 
found either stony or thorny-hearted, as thon snidest, 
Dut I shall receive the word kindly, and guant it 
wisely. So if thon knowest any such like thing, 
conceal it not from ime, but declare it. When I 
heard that thou wert come from a far country, 
ny spirit rejoiced, and I had good hope of obtaining 
through thee that which I desire it. Wherefore 
I called thee straightway into my presence, and 
received thee in friendly wise as one of my 
companions and peers, if so be that I may not 
bbe disappointed of my hope.’ Barlaam answered, 
“Fair are thy deeds, and worthy of thy royal 
estate; seeing that thou hast paid no heed to 
my mean show, but hast devoted thyself to the 
hhope that lieth within, For hearken unto me, 
"There was once a great and famous king : and sous 1 
it came to puss, when he was riding ona day amr 
in his golden chariot, with his royal guard, that 
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exiomae, Kad dvacras mepuemddnn abrois mpoa- 
girdorara Karaonaténev0s, of 8% peyordves 
airod eal dpxovres Cvoxépavay én roore, 
seen Tie Bactuurle 83ER mewoonatoas airbv 
voulgovres: yu) Todavres 80 nara mpigwmoy 
adbyyeun, Tov yijowov abrod dbepdv treyou 
Lanier 18 Bada, u) 28 Ops rol Buabijuaros 
obraod xabuBplgew. 700 88 elrbyros Taira 7H 
BASH wad xarapeuyransrou hy Uearpoy adrod 
cuixpororlay, BiSmeer adr® ddxpiow 6 Bact. 
Keds, Hv ob ouvfeer 6 dBeddds abrod. 

"Roos ip fy deeivp 7H Bagel, Grav dnd. 
gaow Bavdrov nari twos eBiBou, rijpvea es 
Thy abrob Ospav dmoorddrew perd oddmeyyos 
reranyemns ely robro" wad rh pavh ris oddrvy- 
‘gos. txelms jloBovro dvres Oavérou _tvoxov 
Leeivov imdpyew. tomépas obv xaradaBosans, 
dréoreibey 8 Bagideds Tv addmvyya 700 Band- 
rou carmitern ém) rf Bipq r00 otkov 700 dBehpod 
aired. ds oby Heovaey eeeivos thy oddmuyya 
rob Bavdrou, derby rhs tavrod swrnplas Kad 
Riddero 7d, war abriy Skyy Thy vberar dpa BE 
mpat, dupiacipevos pdrava eat evbripn, were 
qquaixds «al rhxvev dmépyerar els rv Oopay 
Tob madarloy wralav xal eBupbuevos. edoayar 
you Bi airy 6 Bacirebs, Kai obras idby 
Ropupsuerov, tn 7Q dadvere wad ddpov, et 
a) ora dadlacas rby mipuea rod Suorluou 
cou aBerpod, mpds bv ob8dv Ohag éavrdv Hwapry- 
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rarewoce daracapine rois xxpueas, 700, Beod 
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. tnd did obeisanee. Then rising, he embraced and 
greeted them tenderly, Bat his noblemen and 
counsellors took offence thereat, deeming that their 
sovran had disgraced his kingly honour, But 

t daring to reprove him to the face, they bade 

the king’s own brother tell the king not thus to 

insult the majesty of his crown, When he had 
told the king thereof, and had upbraided him 
for his untimely humility, the king gave his brother 

‘an answer which he failed to understand, 

"It was the custom of that king, whenever he 
sentenced anyone to death, to send a herald to 
his door, with a trumpet reserved for that purpose, 
and at the sound of this trumpet all understood 
that that man was liable to the penalty of death. 
So when evening was come, the king sent the 
death-trumpet to sound at his brother's door ; who, 
when he heard its blast, despaired of his life, 
and all night long set his house in order. At 
day-break, robed in black and garments of mourning, 
with wife and children, he went to the palace 
mate, weeping and lamenting. The king fetched 
him in, and seeing him in tears, said, “O fool, 
and slow of understanding, how didst thou, who 
hast had such dread of the herald of thy peer 
and brother (agains whom thy conscience doth 
not accuse thee of having committed any trespass) 
blame me for my humility in greeting the heralds 
of my God, when they warned me, in gentler tones 
than those of the trumpet, of my death and fearful 
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ov Odvarov kai Thy goneoiy tod Acomérou 
bmdyrnowr, @ Ord’. Kal peydra duavrby ‘wap: 
rmeduae énlerapas; tBod volun nip civ aNbyyon 
Boray rainy b) 16 xpbmp éxpnedynm, Soren 
ody Kai rods tmobendvous cou riv Kar duod 
pdusur Carrey dvonraivaw adkyke. Kad obra 
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oleade ciaéorerdev, 
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rag ised iy clodnray Bw earavodtre 
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meeting with that Master against whom I know 
that I have often grievously offended? Lo! then, 

it was in reproof of thy folly that I played thee 

this turn, even as I will shortly conviet of vanity 

those that prompted thy reproof.” Thus he comforted 

his brother and sent him home with a gift. 

“Then he ordered four wooden caskets to be made. sine 
‘Two of these he covered over all with gold, and, mw’ "™ 
placing dead men's mould 
secured them with golden clasps. ‘The other two 8 
he smeared over with pitch and tar, but filled 
them with costly stones and precios pearls, and 
all mmmer of aromatic sweet perfume. He bound 
them fast with cords of hair, and called for the 
noblemen who had blamed him for his manner 
of accosting the men by the wayside. Before them 
he set the four caskets, that they might appraise 
the value of these and those. They decided that the 
golden ones were of greater value, for, peradventure, 
they contained kingly diadems and girdles. But 
those, that were be-smeared with pitch and tar, 
were cheap and of paltry worth, said they. ‘Then 
said the king to them, “I know that such is your 
answer, for with the eyes of sense ye judge the 
objects of sense, but so ought ye not to do, bat 
ye should rather see with the fnner eye the hidden 
Worthlessness or value.” Whereupon he ordered 
the golden chests to be opened. And when they 
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were thrown open, they gave out a loathsome 
smell and presented a hideous sight. 

“Said the king, “Here is a figure of those who jin the 
ave clothed in glory and honour, and make great tia Buerat 
display of power and glory, but within is the 
stink of dead men’s bones and works of iniquity.” 
Next, he commanded the pitched and tarred caskets 
also to be opened, and delighted the company 
with the beauty and sweet) savour of their stores. 
And he said unto them, “Know ye to whom these 
fre ke? They are like those lowly men, clad 
in vile apparel, whose outward form alone ye 
Deheld, and deemed it outrageous that I bowed 
down to do them obeisnee. But through the eyes 
‘of my mind I perecived the value and exceeding 
eauty of their souls, and was glorified by their 
touch, and I counted them more honourable than 
any chaplet or royal purple.” ‘Thus he shamed 
his courtiers, and taught them not to be deceived 
by outward appearances, but to give heed to the 
things of the soul. After the example of thet 
devout and wise king hast thou also done, in that 
thou hast reeetved me in good hope, wherein, as I 
ween, thou shalt not be disappointed.’ —Toasaph 
said unto him, ‘Pair and fitting hath been all thy 
speech ; hut now I fain would learn who is thy 
Master, who, as thon saidest at the first, spake 
ceoneemiing the Sower. 
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vil 





said, ‘If thou wilt learn who is my Master, 
Jesus Christ the Lord, the only-begotten Son of ™# 
God, the blessed and only potentate, the King 
of kings, and Lords of lords; who only hath im- 
mortality, dwelling in the light which no man em 
approach unto” ; who with the Father and the Holy 
Ghost is glorified. Iam not one of those who 
proclaim from the house-top their wild rout of gods, 
and worship lifeless and dumb idols, but one God do 
Tacknowledge and confess, in three persons slorified, 
the Futher, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, but in one 
nature and substance, in one glory and kingdom 
undjvided. He then is in three persons one God, 
without beginning, and without end, eternal and 
everlasting, uncreate, immutable and incorporeal, 
invisible, infinite, incomprehensible, alone good and 
righteous, who created all things out of nothing, 
whether visible or invisible. First, he made the 
heavenly and invisible powers, countless multitudes, 
immaterial and bodiless, ministering spirits of the 
majesty of God. Afterward he created this visible 
world, heaven and earth and sea, which also he 
made glorious with light and richly adorned it; the 
heavens with the sun, moon and stars, and the earth 
with all manner of herbs and divers living beasts, 
and the sea in tum with all kinds of fishes. “He 
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spake the word and these all were made; he com- 
manded and they. were created.” Then with his own 
hands he created man, taking dust of the ground for 
the fashioning of his body, but by his own in-breathing 
ing him a reasonable and intelligent soul, whieh, 
as it is written, was made after the image and 
likeness of God: after his image, because of reason 
and free will; after his likeness, because of the 
Tikeness of virtue, in its degree, to God, Him he 
endowed with free will and immortality and appointed 
sovran over everything upon earth ; and from man he 
made woman, to be an helpmect of like nature for 
him. 

“And he plunted a garden eastward in Baden, full sp tanoes 
of delight and all heart's ease, and set therein the $i vp 
man whom he had formed, and commanded him ##" 
fircely to eat of all the heavenly trees therein, but 
forbade him wholly the taste of a certain one which 
was called the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil, thus saying, “In the day that ye eat thereof ye 
shall surely die.” But one of the aforesaid angel 
powers, the marshall of one host, though he bore 
himself no trace of natural evil from his Maker's 
hand but had been created for good, yet by his own 
free and deliberate choice turned aside from good to 
evil, and was stirred up by madness to the desive to 
take up arms against his Lord God. Wherefore he was 
cast out of his rank and dignity, and in the stead of 
his former blissful glory and angelick name received 
the name of the “Devil” and “Satan” for his 
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title. God banished him as unworthy of the glory 
above. And together with him there was drawn 
away and hurled forth a great multitude of the 
company of angels under him, who were evil of 
choice, and chose, in place of good, to follow in the 
rebellion of theit leader. ‘These were called Devils, 

as being deluders and deceivers. 

‘Thus then did the devil utterly renounce the 
good, and assume an evil nature; and he con- 
ceived spite against man, seeing himself hurled 
from such glory, and man raised to such honour ; 
and he schemed to oust him from that blissful 
state, So he took the serpent for the workshop audet te 
of his own guile, ‘Through him he conversed with REae, 
the woman, and persuaded her to ext of that fore 
bidden tree in the hope of being as God, and 
through her he deceived Adam also, for that was the 
first man's name. So Adam ate of the tree of 
Aisobedience, and was banished by his Maker from 
that pleasant garden, and, in lieu of those happy days 
and that immortal life, fell alas! into this life of 
misery and woe, and at the last received sentence of 
death. Theneeforth the devil waxed strong and 
Doastful through his victory 5 and, as the race of man 
multiplied, he prompted them in all manner of 
wickedness. So, wishing to cut short the growth of 
God broughta delige on the earth, and destroyed 
every living soul. But one single righteous man did 
God find in that generation; and him, with wife and 
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ren, he saved alive in an Ark, and established 
him on a desolate earth. But, when the human race 
again began to multiply, they forgat God, and 
ran into worse excess of wickedness, being in sub- 
jection to divers sins and strange delusions, and 
indering apart into many branches of error. 

“Some deemed that everything moved by mere ofthe 
chance, and taught that there was no Providence, juisn'ma, 
since there was no master to govern. Others brought 
in fate, and committed everything to the stars at 
birth. Others worshipped many evil deities subject to 
‘many passions, to the end that they might have them. 
‘to advocate their own passions and shameful deeds, 
whose forms they moulded, and whose dumb figures 
and senseless idols they set up, and enclosed them 
fn temples, and did homage to them, “serving the 
‘ercature more than the Creator.” Some worshipped 
the sun, moon and stars which God fixed, for to give 
light to our earthly sphere; things without soul 
or sense, enlightened and sustained by the providence 
‘of God, but unable to accomplish anything of them 
selves. Others again worshipped fire and water, and 
the other elements, things without soul or sense; 
and men, possest of soul and reason, were not 
ashamed to worship the like of these. Others 
assigned worship to beasts, creeping and four-footed 
things, proving themselves more beastly than the 
‘things that they worshipped. Others made them 
images of vile and worthless men, and named them 
‘gods, some of whom they called males, and some 
females, and they themselves set them forth as 
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adulterers, murderers, victims of anger, jealousy, 
wrath, slayers of fathers, slayers of brothers, 
thieves and robbers, lame and maim, sorcerers and 
madmen. Others they showed dead, struck by 
‘thunderbolts, or beating their breasts, or being 
mourned over, or in enslavement to mankind, oF 
exiled, or, for foul and shameful purposes, taking 
‘the forms of animals. Whence men, taking occasion 
by the gods themselves, took heart to pollute them- 
selves in all manner of uncleanness. So an horrible 
darkness overspread our race in those times, and 
“there was none that did understand and seek after 
Go 
Now in that generation one Abraham alone was xf Ate 
found strong in his spiritual senses ; and by contem- h'¢nvon, 
plation of Creation he recognized the Creator, When 
he considered heaven, earth and sea, the sun, moon 
and the like, he marvelled at their harmonious 
ordering, Secing the world, and all that therein i, 
he could not believe that it had been created, and 
‘was upheld, by its own power, nor did he ascribe 
such a fair ordering to earthly elements or lifeless 
idols. But therein he recognized the true God, and 
‘understood him to be the maker and sustainer of the 
whole. And God, approving his fair wisdom and 
right judgement, manifested himself unto him, not 
‘as he essentially is (for it is impossible for a created 
‘being to see God), but by certain manifestations in 
material forms, as he alone can, and he planted in 
‘Abraham more perfect knowledge; he magnified 
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him and made him his own servant. Which 
‘Abraham in tum handed down to his children his 
own righteousness, and taught them to know the true 
God, Wherefore also the Lord was pleased to multiply 
his seed beyond measure, and called them a peu 
people,” and brought them forth out of bon 
to the Egyptian nation, and to one Pharaoh a tyrant, 
by strange and terrible signs and wonders wrought 
by the hand of Moses and Aaron, holy men, honoured 
with the gift of prophecy; by whom also he punished 
‘the Egyptians in fashion worthy of their wickedness, 
and led the Israelites (for thus the poople descended 
from Abraham were ealled) through the Red Sex 
upon dry land, the waters dividing and making a 
‘wall on the right hand and a wall on the left. But 
when Pharaoh and the Egyptians pursued and went 
fn after them, the waters returned and utterly 
destroyed them, ‘Then with exceeding mighty 
‘miracles and divine manifestations by the space of 
forty years he led the people in the wildemess, and 
fed thiem with bread from heaven, and gave the Law 
divinely written on tables of stone, which he delivered 
unto Moses on the mount, “a type and shadow of 
things to come" lending men away from idols and all 
manner of wiekedness, and teaching them to worship 
only the one true God, and to cleave to good works. 
By such wondrous deeds, he brought them into a 
‘certain goodly land, the which he had promised afore- 
‘time to Abraham the patriarch, that he would give it 
unto his seed. And the task were long, to tell of all 
the mighty and marvellous works full of glory and 
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wonder, without number, which he shewed unto them, 
by which it was his pleasure to pluck the human race 
from all unlawfal worship and practice, and to bring 
men back to their first estate. But even so our 
nature was in bondage by its freedom to err, and 
death had dominion over mankind, delivering all to 
the tyranny of the devil, and to the damnation of 
hell. 

«So when we had sunk to this depth of misfortune o the 
amd misery, we were not forgotten by him that (owmylen 
formed and brought us out of nothing into being, nor @ 
did he suffer his own handiwork utterly to perish. 
By the good pleasure of our God and Father, and 
the co-operation of the Holy Ghost, the only-beyotten 
Son, even the Word of God, which is in the bosom of 
the Father, being of one substance with the Father 
amd with the Holy Ghost, he that was before all 
worlds, without beginning, who was in the beginning, 
and was with God even the Father, and was God, 
he, I say, condescended toward his servants with 
‘an’ unspeakable and incomprehensible condescen- 
sion ; and, being perfect God, was made perfect man, 
of the Holy Ghost, and of Mary the Holy Virgin 
and Mother of God, not of the seed of man, nor of 
the will of man, nor by earnal union, being 60 
ceived in the Virgin's undefiled womb, of the Holy 
Ghost ; a8 also, before his conception, one of the 
Archangels was sent to announce to the Virgin that: 
miraculous conception and ineffable birth. For 
without seed was the Son of God conceived of the 
Holy Ghost, and in the Virgin's womb he formed for 
himself a fleshy body, animate with a reasonable and 


o 






























ST. JOHN DAMASCENE 


mpoprbev & jh 7h broardae, Boo 8 tals 
gvaecr, rédews Meds, Kai Téret0s dvbparros, d- 
ic atv $Bopov why mapBeviar ris Texotons wal wer’ Tov 
Ys ie roeov guddfas, wal & macw éuovorab hs Suv 
aha yevduevos yopls dpaprias, ras doGevelas juov 
twbaBe Kad ras vécous sBdoracer. &rel yap 
8 iaprias elafrbev & Bdvaros els rv kboyor, 
Be riv Muzpobebas wdddovra dvaudprnroy evar 
kad ui) 76 Bavérg b:d rhs dgaprias vmrevBuv0y. 
"mi rpubeovra 88 xpdvais rots dvBpdros 
awavaorpagels, eBanricly ev rH "lopSdvy 
roray ind Tadwvon, dvdpds dylov ab mdvrav 
sat sin ray mpognray Seprciutvoy. BamrusBbrros 8 
bro’, gevd suey6n ovpavdbey ee 709 @cod xab 
Uarpds, Myouea*  Obrés éorw 8 Vids pov 6 
dyannris dv § eb8bxnoa. Kal rd Thvetpa 7 
dpov ey eer epiorepas xariBer &x’ airéy. 
watie.28 ad dmorbre tipkaro onuela rrouety peydra xa) 
Acti Cavpacrd, vexpods dnerdy, Taphaty goritor, 
Baiyovas dmedaivar, kadors wal kvddods Bepa~ 
rrevav, rempods xaBapita, nal mavrayséev 
dvaxawttoy hy rakauabeicar hudv dian, toro 
re Kal dbyp maidetov Kal Bidioxoy hy THs 
dperis 6Bbv, ris wey $Oopis ddryoy, mpds 88 thy 
Gory roByyav why aldmov. 6Bev wad wabnrds &&- 
utovits eéEaro SuiBe0a, obs xal droorédous éxddeae Kad 
rnpirrew airois &rézpeyre why odpdutoy odurel- 
av, fu ibev bi rhs vhs dvBelkacBat, kad obpay- 
fous rovs tarewods iuas eal émvyeious rh adrod 
olxovoula redtoat. 
Mut xen. Bue) 82 ais Baypaariis airod wad Geonperots 
= momrelas xai tov dmelpwv Cavpdrov of dpcepers 


92 





i 








BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, wu. 52-53 


intelligent soul, and thence came forth in one 
substance, but in two natures, perfect God and 
perfect man, and preserved undefiled, even after 
birth, the virginity of her that bore him. He, 
being made of like passions with ourselves in all 
things, yet without sin, took our infirmities and bare 
our sicknesses, For, since by sin death entered into 
‘the world, need was that he, that should redeem the 
world, should be withont sin, and not by sin subject 
unto death, 

«When he had lived thirty years among men, he 
was baptized in the river Jordan by John, an holy 
aan, and great above all the prophets, And when 
he was haptized there came a voice from heaven, 
from God, even the Father, saying, “This is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well plensed,” and the 
Holy Ghost descended upon him in likeness of 
dove. From that time forth he began to do great 
signs and wonders, raising the dead, giving sight to 
the blind, casting out devils, healing the lame and 
mi iansing lepers, and everywhere renewing 
our outaworn nature, instructing men both by word 
and dced, and teaching the way of virtue, turning 
1en from destruction and guiding their feet toward 
life. eternal, Wherefore also he chose twelve 
disciples, whom he called Apostles, and commanded 
them to’ preach the kingdom of heaven which he 
‘eame upon earth to declare, and to make heavenly 
tus who are low and earthly, by virtue of his 
Inearnatio 

“But, through envy of his marvellous and divine 
conversation and endless miracles, the chief priests 
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and rulers of the Jews (amongst whom also he dwelt, of ns 


Seat toa 


fon whom he had wrought his aforesaid signs and {2.334 
miracles), in their madness forgetting all, condemned * = 
him to death, having seized one of the Twelve 
to betray him. And, when they had taken him, 
they delivered him to the Gentiles, him that was 
the life of the world, he of his free will consenting 
thereto; for he came for our sakes to suffer all 
things, that he might free us from sufferings. But 
when they had done hima much despite, at the last 
they condemned him to the Cross. All this he 
endured in the mature of that flesh which he took 
from us his divine nature remaining free of suffe 
1g of two natures, both the divine and that 

took from us, his human nature suffered, 
his Godhead continued free from suffering and 
t, being without sin, 
was cracified in the flesh, for he did no sin, neither 
le found in his mouth; and he was not subject 
unto death, for by sin, as I have said before, came 
death into the world; but for our sakes he suffered 
dexth in the flesh, that he might redeem us. from 
the tyramy of death, He descended into hell, and 
having harrowed it, he delivered thence souls that 
had been imprisoned therein for ages long. Hee was 
buried, and on the third day he rose again, vanquish wits 























ing death and grantinge us the vietory over death : "=, 





and he, the giver of immortality, having made flesh 
mortal, was seen of his disciples, and bestowed 
upon them pence, and, through them, peace on the 
whole human race. 
“After forty days he ascended into heaven, and 
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sitteth at the right hand of the Father, And he quigistou: 

shall come again to judge the quick and the dead, M*" 

and to reward every man according to his works. *="™s 

After his glorious Ascension into heaven he sent 

forth upon his diseiples the Holy Ghost in likeness 

of fire, and they began to speak with other tongues as 

the Spirit gave them utterance. From thence by his ote 
they were seattered abrond among all nations, Sms! 

preached the true Catholic Faith, baptizing Get sa 

them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, gd ot 

and of the Holy Ghost, and teaching them to Siisoe 

observe all the commandments of the Saviour, So "™" 

they gave Tight to the people that wandered in 

darkness, and abolished the superstitious error of 

idolatry. ‘Though the enemy chafeth under his 

defeat, and even now stirreth up war against us, the 

faithful, yet is his power grown feeble, and his 

swords have at last failed him by the power of 

Christ. Lo, in few words I have made known unto 

thee my Master, my God, and my Saviour ; but thou 

shalt know him more perfeetly, if thou wilt receive 

his grace into thy soul, and gain the blessing to 

become his servant.’ 
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‘Wun the king’s son had heard these words, there Fow- 
flashed a light upon his soul. Rising from his seat 824 zo 
in the fulness of his joy, he embraced Barlaam, say- it. 
ing : ‘Most honoured sir, methinks this might be that 64 ites 
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priceless stone which thou dost rightly keep secret, 
not displaying it to all that would see it, but only to 
‘those whose spiritual sense is strong. For lo, as 
these words dropped upon mine ear, sweetest light 
entered into my heart, and the heavy veil of sorrow, 
that hath now this long time enveloped my heart, 
was in an instant removed. Tell me if my guess be 
tive: or if thou knowest aught better than that 
which thou hast spoken, delay not to declare it to 
me’ 

Again, therefore, Batlaam answered, ‘Yea, my 
Jord and prince, this is the mighty mystery which 
hath been hid from ages and generations, but in 
these last days hath been made known unto man 
Kind ; the manifestation whereof, by the grace of 
the Holy Ghost, was foretold by many prophets and 
righteous men, instructed at sundry times and in 
divers manners. In trumpet tones they proclaimed 
it,and all looked forward to the salvation that should, 
be: this they desired to see, but saw it not. But 
this latest: generation was counted worthy to receive 
salvation. Wherefore he that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved but he that believeth not shall be 
damned.” 

Said Ioasaph, ‘All that thou hast told me I believe 
without question, and him whom thou declarest I 
glorify as God. Only make all plain to me, and 
teach me clearly what I must do. But especially go 
‘on to tell me what is that Baptism which thou sayest 
that the Faithful receive’ 
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herein, for delay is parlous, because of the uncertainty 
of the appointed day of death.” 

Toasaph said unto him, ‘And what is this good rau 
hope whereto thou sayest it is impossible with- guint 
out baptism to attain? And what this kingdom yelfurthe 
which thou callest the kingdom of Heaven? And 
how cometh it that thou hast heard the words 
‘of God incarnate? And what is the uncertain 
day of death? For on this account much anxiety 

ath fallen on my heart, and consumeth my flesh 
in and grief and fasteneth on my very bones 
And shall we men, appointed to die, return to 
nothing, or is there some other life after our 
departure hence? These and kindred questions 
Thave been longing to resolve.’ 

‘Thus questioned he; and Basle 
“the good hope, whereof I spake, is that of the fst 
kingdom of Heaven. But that kingdom is far fits, 
beyond the utterance of mortal tongue; for the 
Scripture saith, “Bye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of man the 
things which God hath prepared for them that 
love him,” But when we have shuffled off this 
gross flesh, and attained to that blessedness, then 
will that Master, which hath granted to us not 
to fail of this hope, teach and make known unto 
us the glory of those good things, whose glory 
passcth ‘all understanding :—that light. ineffable, 
that life that hath no ending, that converse with 
Angels. For if it be granted us to hold communion 
with God, so far as is attainable to human nature, 
then shall we know all things from his lips which 
now we know not. This doth my initiation into 
the teaching of the divine Scriptures teach me 
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to be the real meaning of the kingdom of Heaven; 
to approach the vision of the blessed and life-giving 
‘Trinity, and to be illumined with his unapproachable 
light, and with clearer and purer sight, and with 
unveiled face, to behold as in a glass his unspeakable 
glory. But, if it be impossible to express in langua 

that glory, that light, and hose mysterious blessings, 
what marvel? For’ they bad not been inighty 
and singular, if they hind been comprehended! by 
reason and expressed in words by us who are 
earthly, and corruptible, and clothed in this heavy 
ferment of sinfal Heh.” Holding then such tow 
edge, believe thou in simple faith undoubtingly, 
that these are no fictions ; bat by good works be 
urgent to lay hold on that immortal kingdom, 














to which, when thou hast attained, thou shalt 
have perfect knowledge. 

“As touching thy question, How it is that we 
have heard the words of the Incamate God, know 
thou that we have been taught all that appertaineth 
to the divine Ineamation by the Holy Gospels, 
for thus that holy book is called, because it telleth 






ion of sins, and of the kingdom 
of heaven, This book was written by the eye- 
witnesses and ministers of the Word, and of thes 
I have already said that our Lord Jesus Chris 
chose them for disciples and apostles ; and they 
Aclivered it unto us in writing, after the glorious 
Ascension of our Master into Heaven, « record 
of his life on earth, his teachings and miracles, 
so far as it was possible to commit them to writing. 
For thus, toward the end of his volume, saith he 
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that is the flower of the holy Evangelists, « And 
there are also many other things which Jesus 

did, the which, if they should be written every one, 

I suppose that even the world itself could not 
contain the books that should be written.” 

‘So in this heavenly Gospel, written by the ot he 
Spirit of God, is recorded the history of his sori o¢ 
Tneamation, his manifestation, his miracles and acts,  !="s 
Afterward, it telleth of the inmocent suffering 
which the Lord endured for our sake, of his 
hholy Resurrection on the third day, his Ascent 

» the heavens, and of his glorious and dreadful 
second coming: for the Son of God shall come 
again on carth, with unspeakable glory, and with 
a multitude of the heavenly host to judge our 
race, and to reward every man according to his 
works. For, at the beginning, God ereated man 
out of earth, as 1 have already told thee, and 
breathed into him breath, which is ealled a reason- 
able and understanding soul. But since we were 
sentenced to death, we die all: and it is not 
possible for any man to pass this cup by. Now 
death is the separation of the soul from the body. 
And thet body which was formed out of earth, 
when severed from the soul, returneth to earth from 
whence also it was taken, and, decaying, perisheth 
but the soul, being immortal, fareth whither her 
Maker calleth, or rather to the place where she, 
while still inthe body, hath prepared for herself 
lodgement, For as a man hath lived here, so shall 
he receive reward there, 
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Then, after long sensons, Christ our God shall of tie tte- 





come to judge th 
words to tell; and for fear of him the powers of 
hheaven shall be shaken, and all the angel hosts 
shall stand beside him in dread, ‘Then, at the 
voice of the archangel, and at the trump of God, 
shall the dead arise and stand before his awful 
throne. Now the Resurrection is the re-uniting 
of soul and body. So that very body, whi 
Aecayeth and perisheth, shall arise incorruptible, 
‘And concerning this, beware lest the reasoning of 
Umnbelief overtake thee ; for it is not impossible for 
1 who at the beginning formed the body out of 
‘earth, when according to its Maker's doom it hath 
returned to earth whence it was taken, to raise the 
same. again. If thow wi 
























world in awful glory, beyond 2's dou, 


Dut consider how many crea ont 
cFaiting. 


things God hath made, this proof shall suffice thee. Sor 


He took earth and made man, though earth was not 
man before. How then did earth become man? 
‘And how was earth, that did not exist, produced? 
‘and what foundation hath it? And how were 
Countless kinds of things without reason, of animals 
fand plants, produced out of it! Nay, now also con- 
Sider the manner of our birth, Is not a little seed 
thrown into the womb that receiveth it? Whence 
then cometh such a marvellous fashioning of « living 
creature? 

“So for him, who hath made everything out of oi 
nothing, and stil doth make, it is not” impossible to * 
aise deadened and corrupt bodies from the earth, 
that every man may be rewarded sccording to his 
works; for he saith, “The present is the time for 
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work, the future for recompense.” Else, where were 
the justice of God, if there were no Resurrection? 
Many righteous men in this present life have 
suffered much ill-usage and torment, and have died 
violent deaths; and the impious and the law-breaker 
hath spent his days here in luxury and prosperity. 
But God, who is good and just, hath appointed a day 
of resurrection and inquisition, that each soul may 
receive her own body, and that the wicked, who 
received his good things here, may there be punished 
for his misdeeds, and that the good, who was here 
chastised for his misdeeds, may there inherit his 
bliss. Por, saith the Lord, “They that are in the 
graves shall lear the voice of the Son of God, and 
shall come forth ; they that have done good unto the 
resurrection of life, and they that have done evil 
unto the resurrection of doom.” Then also shall 
‘thrones be set, and the Ancient of daysand Maker of 
all things shall sit as Judge, and there shall be 
‘opened books with records of the deeds and words 
nd thoughts of all of us, and a fiery stream shall 
issue, and all hidden things shall be revealed. 
‘There shall no advocate, no persuasive words, no 
false excuse, no mightiness of riches, no pomp of 
rank, no lavishment of bribes, avail to pervert 
righteous judgement. For he, the uncorrupt and 
truthful Judge, shall weigh everything in the 
balance of justice, every act, word and thought. 

‘And they that have done good shall go into life ever~ of vs oy 

lasting, into light unspeakable, rejoicing in the fellow. fighisou, 
ship of the Angels, to enjoy bliss ineffable, standing 
a 
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in purity before the Holy ‘Trinity. But they that 
hhave done evil, and all the ungodly and simers, 
shall go into everlasting punishment, which is called 
Gchenna, and outer darkness, and the worm that 
dieth not, and the gnashing of teeth, and a thousand 
‘other names of punishment ; which meaneth rather 
bitterest of all,—alienation from God, the being 
‘east away from the sweetness of his presence, the 
being deprived of that glory which bafleth de- 
scription, the being made a spectacle unto the 
whole creation, and the being put to shame, and 
shame that hath no ending. For, after the passing 
Of tnt terrible sentence, ait things shall ablde ne 
mutable and unchangeable, ‘The blissful life of 
the righteous shall have no close, neither shall 
the misery and punishment of sinners find an end: 
because, “after him, there is no higher Judge, 
and no defence by after-works, no time for amend- 
ment, no other way for them’ that are punished, 
‘their vengeance being co-eternal with them, 

“Secing ht this iso, what manner of persons 
fought we to be in all holy conversation and godli- 
ness, that we may be counted worthy to eseape 
the wrath to come, and to be ranged on the right 
hand of the Son of God? For this fs the station 
of the righteous: but to sinners is allotted the 
station of misery on the left., ‘Then shall the Lord 
call the righteous “Blessed,” and shall lend them 
into his everlasting kingdom, But, as for sinners, god of tho 
with anger and. curse he will banish from his dam.f 
serene and gentle countenance—the bitterest. and 
hardest lot of all—und will send them away into 
everlasting punishment.’ 
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Toasarn said unto him, ‘Great: and marvellous, si, rout 
‘are the things whereof thou tellest me, fearful and Seout'ot 
terrible, if indeed these things be so, and, if there be Sr, 
after death and dissolution into dust and ashes, 
resurrection and re-birth, and rewards and punish- 
ments for the deeds done during life, But what is 

the proof thereof? And how have ye come to Team. 

that which ye have not seen, that ye have so stead- 

fastly and vindoubtingly believed it? As for things 

that have already been done and made manffest: in 

ced, though ye saw them not, yet have ye heard 

than from the writers of history. But, when it is 

of the future that ye preach tidings of such vast 
import, how have ye made your conviction on these 
matters sure?” 

Quoth Barlaam, From the past I gain certainty nasa, 
about the future; for they that preached the Gospel, ¢ruarmem 
without erring from the truth, but establishing their {ors 
sayings by signs and wonders and divers miracles, Soizture, 
themselves also spake of the future. So, as in the 
fone case they taught us nothing amiss or false, but 
‘made all that they said and did to shine clearer than 
the sun, so algo in the other matter they gave us 
true doctrine, even that which our Lord and Master 
Jesus Christ’ himself confirmed both by word and 
deed. “Verily,” he spake, “I say unto you, the 
hour is coming’ in the which all that are in the 
‘graves shall hear the voice of the Son of God and 
they that hear shall live:” and again, “The hour 
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‘cometh when the dead shall hear his voice, and shall 
come forth, they that have done good unto the 
resurrection of life, and they that have done evil 
unto the resurrection of damnation.” And again 
he said concerning the resurrection of the dead, 
“Have ye not read that which was spoken unto you 


* by God, saying, Lam the God of Abraham, and the 


God of Isanc, and the God of Jacob. God is not the 
God of the dead but of the living.” “For as the 
tares are gathered and bumed in the fire, so shall it 
bbe in the end of this world. ‘The Son of God shall 
send forth his Angels, and they shall gather all 
things that offend, and them whieh do iniquity, and 
shall east them into the furnace of fire; there shall 
be wailing and gnashing of teeth. ‘Then shall the 
righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of 
their father.” ‘Thus spake he and added this 
thereto, «Who hath ears to hear, let him hear.” 

In such words and many more did the Lord 
make manifest the resurrection of our bodies, and 
onfirm his words in deed, by raising many that 








were dead. And, toward the end of his life upon withthe 


‘earth, he called from the grave one Lazarus his {i 


friend, that had already been four days dead and 
stank, and thus he restored the lifeless to life 
Moreover, the Lord himself became the first-fruits 
of that resurrection which is final and no longer 
subject unto death, after he had in the flesh tasted 
fof death; and on ‘the third day he rose again, and 
became the first-born from the dead. For other 
men algo were raised from the dead, but died once 
more, and might not yet attain to the likeness of 
tthe future true resurrection. But he alone was the 
' ny 
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leader of that resurrection, the first to be raised to 
the resurrection immortal. 

“This was the preaching also of them that from 
the beginning were eye witnesses and ministers of 
‘the word ; for thus saith blessed Paul, whose calling snd wn 
was not of men, but from heaven, “ Brethren, 1 $e" 
declare unto-you the Gospel which I preached unto Rise? 
you. For I delivered unto you first of all that which 
T also received, how that Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures. Now if Christ be 
preached that he rose from the dead, how say some 
among you that there is no resurrection of the dead? 
For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised, 
‘And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain, ye are 
yetin your sins. If in this life only we have hope 
jn Christ, we are of all men most miserable. But 
now is Christ risen from the dead and become the 
first-fruits of them that slept. For since by man 
came death, by man came also the resurrection 
‘of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in 
Christ shall all be made alive.” And after a little 
while, “ For this corruptible must put on incorruption, 
and this mortal must put on immortality. So when 
this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and 
this mortal shall have put on immortality, then’ shall 
be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death 
is swallowed up in vietory. O death where is thy 
sting? O grave, where is thy victory?” For then 
the power of death is utterly annalled and destroyed, 
no longer working in us, but for the future there 
jg given unto men immortality and incorruption for 
‘evermore. 
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, 1x. 70-71 





‘Beyond all question, therefore, there shall. be and ore, 
resurrection of the dead, and ‘this we believe pari 
undoubtingly. Moreover we know that there shall jth 
bbe rewards and punishments for the deeds done in 
our life-time, on the dreadful day of Christ's coming, 
«wherein the heavens shall be dissolved in fire and 
the elements shall melt with fervent heat,” as saith 
‘one of the inspired clerks of God ; “nevertheless we, 
according to his promise, look for new heavens and 
‘a new earth.” For that there shall be rewards and 
punishments for men’s works, and that absolutely 
nothing, good or bad, shall be overlooked, but that 
there is reserved a requital for words, deeds and 
thoughts, is plain. ‘The Lord saith, “ Whosoever 
shall give to drink unto one of these little ones a cup, 
of cold water only, in the name of a disciple, he shall 
inno wise lose his reward.” And again he saith, 
+ When the Son of man shail come in his glory, and 
all the holy Angels with him, then before hint’shall 
be gathered all nations, and he shall separate them 
one from another, as x shepherd divideth his sheep 
from the goats.” And he shall sct the sheep on 
his right hand, but the goats on the left. ‘Then 
shall the King say unto them on his right hand, 
Come ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
repared for you from the foundation of the world, 
‘or 1 was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was 
thirsty, and ye gave me drink : I was a stranger,and 
ye took me in: naked, and ye clothed me: T'was 
‘ick, and ye visited me : I was in prison, and ye came 
unto me.’ Wherefore saith he this, except he 
‘count the kind acts we do unto the needy asdone unto 
himself? And in another place he saith, “Whoso- 
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, 1x, 71-72 


‘ever shall confess me before men, him will I also 
confess before my Father which is in heaven,” 

“Lo, by all these examples and many more 
he proveth that the rewards of good works are 
certain and sure. Further, that punishments are in 
store for the bad, he foretold by parables and 
wondrous miracles, which he, the Well of Wisdom 
most wisely put forth. At one time he brought into tutus, 
hig tale a certain rich man which was clothed in ftieat” 
purple and fine Tinen, and fared sumptuously every lasnrir 
ay, but who was so niggardly and pitiless toward the 
destitute as to overlook a certain beggar named 
Lavarus laid at his gate, and not even to give him of 
the crumbs from his table. So when one and other 
were dead, the poor man, fall of sores, was carried 
away, he saith, into Abraham's bosom—for thus he 
describeth the habitation of the righteous—but the 
rich man was delivered to the fire of bitter torment 
in hell. ‘To him said Abraham, “Thou in thy life- 
time receivedst thy good things, and likewise 
Lazarus his evil things, but now he is comforted, 
‘and thou art tormented.” 

“And otherwhere he likeneth the kingdom of 
heaven to a certain king which made a marriage wedding 
feast for his son and thereby he declared future! 
happiness and splendour. For as he was wont 
to speak to humble and earthly minded men, he 
‘would draw his parables from homely and familiar 
things. Not that he meant that marriages and 
feasts exist in that world; but in condescension 
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, 1. 72-74 


| to men’s grossness, he employed these means, when 

he would make known to them the future. So, 

as he telleth, the king with high proclamation 

called all to come to the marriage to take their 

| fill of his wondrous store of good things. But many 

of them that were biden made light of it and came 

not, and busied themselves: some went to their 

farms, some to their merehandize, and others to 

their newly wedded wives, and thus deprived them- 

selves of the splendour of the bride chamber. Now 

when these had, of their own choice, abiented them- 

| selves from this joyous merriment, others were 

biden thereto, and’ the weddings was furnished with 

guests, And when the king eame in tosee the guests, 

he saw there a man which had not on a weddings 

garment, and he said unto hin, “Friend, how 

| —-exmnest thou in hither, not having a wedding. g 
ment?" And he was speechless. Then suid the 

king to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, and 

take him away, and east him into outer darkness ; 

there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 

Now they who made excuses" and prld. no heed 

to the call are they that hasten not to the faith 

of Christ, but continue in idolatry or heresy. But he 

that had no wedding garment is he that’ believeth, 

but hath soiled his spiritual garment with unclean 

‘acts, and was rightly cast forth from the joy of the 

bride chamber. 

“And he put forth yet another parable, in harmony and the 
with this, in his picture of the Ten Virgins, “five [emueot 
of whom’ were wise, and five were foolish." They sit fain 
that were foolish took their lamps and took no" 
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, 1. 74-75 


coil with them, but the wise took oil.” By the oil 
he signifieth the acquiring of good works. “ And at 
midnight,” he saith, “there was a ery made, ¢ Behold 
the bridegroom cometh, go ye out to meet him.’” 
By midnight he denoteth the uncertainty of that 
time, Then all those virgins arose, “They that 
‘were ready went forth to meet the bridegroom and 
‘went in with him to the marriage, and the door was 
shut" But they that were un-ready (whom rightly 
he calleth foolish), seeing that their lamps were 
going out, went forth to buy ofl. Afterward they 
Grew nigh, the door being now shut, and cried, 
saying, “Lord, Lord, open to us.” But he answered 
nd said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not. 
Wherefore from all this it is manifest that there is « 
requital not only for overt acts, but also for words 
and even secret thoughts; for the Saviour said, 
“1 say unto you, that for every idle word that 
men shall speak they shall give account thereof 
in the day of judgement.” And again he saith, 
« But the very hairs of your head are numbered,” by 
the hairs meaning the smallest and slightest phantasy 
or thought. And in harmony herewith is the 
teaching of blessed Paul, “For the word of God,” 
saith he, “is quick and powerful, and shaxper than 
any two-edged sword, and piercing even to the 
dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints 
and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and 
intents of the heart. Neither is there any creature 
that is not manifest in his sight: but all things are 
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, 1x. 75-76 


naked and laid bare unto the eyes of him with whom 
wwe have to do.” 

“These things also were proclaimed with wondrous Dasara 
clearness by the prophets of old time, illumined M&S", 
by the grace of the Spirit. For Esay saith, «1 Sorte 
Know their works and their thoughts,” and will 
repay them. Behold, I come to gather all nations 
and all tongues; and they shall come and see my 
glory. And the heaven shall be new, and the 
earth, which I make before me. And all flesh shall 
come to worship before me, saith the Lord. And 
they shall go forth, and look upon the eareasses of the 
men that have transgressed against me: for their 
worm shall not die, neither shall their fire be 
quenched; and they shull be x spectacle unto all 
flesh.” And again he saith concerning that day, 
“And the heavens shall be rolled together as a 
seroll, and all the stars shall fall down as leaves from 
the vine. For behold, the day of the Lord cometh, 
cruel with wrath and fierce anger, to lay the whole 
world desolate and to destroy the sinners out of it 
For the stars of heaven and Osion and all the 
constellations of heaven shall not give their light, 

‘and the sun shall be darkened in his going forth, 
and the moon shall not «ive her light. And 1 will 
caue the arrogancy of the proud to eens, and wil 
lay low the hnughtiness of the proud.” And again he 
saith, “Wo unto them that draw their iniquities as 
witha long cord, and their sins as with an heifer's 
cart-rope! Wo unto them that call evil good, and 
‘good evil; that put darkness for light, and light. for 
darkness ; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for 
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, 1x. 76-77 


bitter! Wo unto those of you that are mighty, that are 
princes, that mingle strong drink, which justify the 
wicked for reward, and take justice from the just, and 
turn aside the judgement from the needy, and take 
away the right from the’ poor, that the widow may 
be their spoil and the fatherless their prey! And 
what will they do in the day of visitation, and 
to whom will they flee for help? And where will 
they leave their glory, that they full not into avrest? 
Like as stubble shall be burnt by live coal of fire, and 
consumed by kindled flame, so their root shall be 
as rottenness, and their blossom shall go up as dust, 
for they would not the nw of the Lord of hosts, and 
provoked the oracle of the Holy One of Israel.” 

In tune therewith saith also another prophet, 
“The great day of the Lord is near, and hasteth 
greatly. ‘The bitter and austere voice of the day of 
the Lord hath been appointed. A mighty day of 
wrath is that day, a diy of trouble and distress, 
‘a day of wasteness and desolation, a day of blackness 
and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness, 
‘aday of the trumpet and alarm. And I will bring 
distress upon the wicked, and they shall walk like 
lind men, because they have sitned against the 
Lord. Neither their silver nor their gold_ shall 
bbe able to deliver them in the day of the Lord's 
wrath ; for the whole land shall be devoured by the 
five of his jealousy, for he shall make ariddance of all 
them that dwell in the land.” Moreover David, 
the king and prophet, erieth thus, “God shall come 
visibly, even our God, and shall not keep silence: 
a fire shall be kindled before him, anda mighty 
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, 1. 77-x. 78 


tempest round about him. He shall call the heaven 
from above, and the earth, that he may judge his 
| people.” And again he saith, “Arise, O God, judge 
| thou the earth, because ‘the fierceness of man shall 
‘tum to thy praise.’ And thou shalt ‘reward every 
man according to his works.” And many other 
such things have been spoken by the Psalmist, and 
all the Prophets inspired by the Holy Ghost, con- 
ceming the judgement and the recompense to come. 
‘Their words also have been most surely confirmed 
by the Saviour who hath taught us to believe the 
resurrection of the dead, and the recompense of the 
decds done in the flesh, and the unending life of 
‘the world to come.” 


x 


Bor Ioasaph was filled hereby with deep compune-Soaaph 
tion, and was melted into tears; and he said to the heway'te” 
elder, Thou hast told me everything plainly, and bast "™ 
completed unerringly thy terrible and marvellous 

tale. With such traths set before us, what must we 

do to escape the punishments in store for sinners, 

and to gain’ the joy of the righteous?" 

Barlaam answered: ‘It is written of Peter, who Batssm 
was also called chief of the Apostles, that once when fhersyat 
hhe was preaching the people were pricked in their ®™#™ 
heart, like thyself today: and when they dsked, 

“What shall we do?”, Peter said unto them, 
«Repent, and be baptized every one of you for the 
remission of sins, and ye shall reeeive the gift of the 
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Holy Ghost. For to you is the promise, and to your 
children, and to all that are afar off even as many as 
the Lord our God shall call.” Behold therefore upon 
thee also hath he poured forth the riches of his 
mercy, and hath called thee that wert afar off from 
him in heart, and didst serve others, not Gods, but 
pernicious devils and dumb and senseless wooden 
images. Wherefore before all things approach thou 
him who hath called thee, and from him shalt thou 
receive the true knowledge of things visible and 
invisible. But if, after thy calling, thou be loth or 
shalt be disherited by the just judgement 
‘by thy rejection of-him thou shalt be 
rejected. For thus too spake the sume Apostle 
Peter to a certain disciple? But I believe that thou 
hast heard the call, and that, when thou hast heard 
it more plainly, thou wilt take up thy Cross, and 
follow that God and Master that calleth thee, calleth 
‘thee to himself from death unto life, and from 
darkness unto light. For, soothly, ignorance of God 
is darkness and death of the soul ; and to serve idols, 
to the destruction of nature, is to my thinking the 
extreme of all senselessness. 

‘But idolaters—to whom shall I compare them, sat 
‘and to what likeness shall I liken their silliness? 273%" 5 
‘Well, I will set before thee an example which I 
heard from the Nps home most wis. comer Sats 

ay worshiy 5,” said he, “are like a fowler 
who caught a Gny bird, called nightingale. He "=" 
took a knife, for to kill and eat her; but the night- anioos 
ingale, being given the power of articulate speech, 

+ Simon Magas(?). 
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said to the fowler, Man, what advantageth it thee to 
slay me? for thou shalt not be able by my means to 
fill thy belly. Now free me of my fetters, and I will 
give thee three precepts, by the keeping of which 
thou shalt be greatly benefited all thy life long.’ He, 
astonied at her speech, promised that, if he heard 
anything new from her,he would quickly free her 
from her captivity. ‘The nightingale turned towards 
our friend and said, ‘Never try to attain to the 
unattainable : never regret the thing past and gone: 
and never believe the word that passeth belicf 
Keep these three precepts, and may it be well 
with thee.” The mau, admiring the lucidity and 
sonse of her words, freed the bird from her captivity, 
and sent her forth aloft. She, therefore, desirous to 
know whether the man had understood the force of 
her words, and whether he had glesned any profit 
therefrom, said, as she flew aloft, ‘Shame, sir, on 
thy fecklessness! What a treasure that hast lost 
to-day! For [ have inside me a pearl larger than an 
ostrich egg’ When the fowler heard thereof, he 
was distraught with grief, regretting that the bird 
had escaped out of his hands. And he would fain 
have taken her again. ‘Come hither,’ said he, ‘into 
my house: I will make thee right weleome, and 
send thee forth with honour.’ But the nightingale 
said unto him, ‘Now I know thee to bea mighty 
fool. Though thou didst receive my words readily 
and gladly, thou hast gained no profit thereby. I 
Dade thee never regret the thing past and gone; and 
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behold thou art distraught with grief because I have 
escaped out of thy hands—there thou regrettest a 
thing past and gone. I charged thee not to try to 
attain to the unattainable, and thou triest to catch 
me, though thou canst not sttain to my path. 
Besides which, Ibade thee never believe a word past 
belief, and behold thou hast believed that I had 
inside me a pent] exeeeding the measure of my size, 
and hadst not the sense to see that my whole body 
doth not attain to the bulk of ostrich eggs. How 
then could I contain such a pearl?” 

‘Thus senseless, then, are also they that trast in 
idols: for these be their handiwork, and they worship 
that which their fingers made, saying, ‘These be our 
creators.” How then deem they their creators those 
which have been formed and fashioned by them- 
selves? Nay more, they safeguard their gods, lest 
they be stolen by thieves, and yet they call them 
guardians of their safety. And yet what folly not 
to know that they, which be unable to guard and 
aid themselves, can in no wise guard and save others! 
« For” saith he, “why, on behalf of the living, should 
they seek unto the dead?” They expend wealth, 
for to raise statues and images to devils, and vainly 
‘boast that these give them good gifts, and crave to 
receive of their hands things which those idols never 
possessed, nor ever shall possess. Wherefore it is 
written, “May they that make them be like unto 
them, and so be all such as put their trust in them, 
who,” he saith, “bire a goldsmith, and make then 
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gods, and they fall down, yea, they worship them. 

They bear them upon the shoulders, and go forward. 

And if they set them in their place, they stand 
therein: they shall not remove. Yea, one shall 

ery unto them, yet can they not answer him, nor 

save him out of his trouble.” Wherefore be ye 
ashamed with everlasting shame, ye that trast ‘in 
graven images, thet say to the molten images, Ye 

tare our gods.”” * For they sacrificed,” he saith, “ unto 
devils, and not to God; to gods witom their fathers 

Knew not ‘There caine new and fresh gods; beeause 

if fs foward generation, and there is no faith in 

hem 
‘Wherefore out of this wicked and faithless genera- Batam 

tion the Lord calleth thee to him, saying, “Come out {snout 
from among them, and be thou separate, and touch ie ietloly 
no unclean thing,” but “save thyself from this un. ™™! 
toward generation.” “Arise thou, and depart, for 

this isnot thy rest ;” for that divided lordship, which 

your gods hold, s a thing of confusion and strife and 

hath no real being whatsoever. But with us it is not 

s0, neither have we many gods and lords, but one God, 














invisible God, the first born of every creature” and 
of all ages, ‘for in him were all things created that 
are in the heavens and that are upon the earth, 
visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or 
dominions, or principalities, or powers.” “All things 
‘were made by him, and without him was not anything 
‘made that was made:” and one Holy Ghost, in whom 
are all things, “ the Lord and Giver of life,” God and 
anaking God, the good Spirit, the right Spirit, “the 
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Spirit the Comforter,” “the Spirit of adoption.” Of 
these each person, severally, isGod. Asthe Fatheris, 
0 also is the Son, and as the Son, so also the Holy 
Ghost. And there is one God in three, one nature, 
one kingdom, one power, one glory, one substance, 
distinet in persons, and so only distinct One is the 
Father, whose property it is not to have been be- 
gotten; one is the only-begotten Son, and his 
property it is to have been begotten; and one is 
the Holy Ghost, and his property it is that he 
proceedeth. Thus illuminated by that light, which 
ig the Futher, mith that light, which is the Son, in 
that light, which is the Holy Ghost, we glorify one 
Godhead in three persons. “And he is one very and 
only God, known in the Trinity: for of him and 
through him, and unto him are all things 

* By his grace also, I came to know thy case, and ma tate 
was sent to teach thee the lessons that I have aatiot 
earned and observed from my youth even to these snr, 
grey hairs. If then thou shalt believe and be baptized, 
thou shalt be saved; but if thou believe not, thou 
shalt be damned. All the things that thou’ seest 
to-day, wherein thou gloriest,—pomp, luxury,—riches, 
and all the deceitfulness of life,—quickly pass away j 
and they shall east thee hence whether thou wilt or 
no. And thy body will be imprisoned ina tiny grave, 
left in utter loneliness, and bereft of all company of 
ith and kin. Andall the pleasant things of the world 
shall perish ; and instead of the beauty and fragrance 
of today, thou shalt be encompassed with horror and 
the stink of corruption. But thy soul shall they hurl 
into the nether-regions of the earth, into the eondem- 
nation of Hades, until the final resurrection, when 
re-united to her body, she shall be cast forth from 
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the presence of the Lord and be delivered to hell 
fire, which burneth everlastingly. These, and far 

worse haps than these, shall be thy destiny, if thou 
continue in unbelief. 

«But and if thou readily obey him that calleth sed te 
thee to salvation, and if thou run unto him with Hames 
desire and joy, and be signed with his light, 
follow him without turn, renouncing every thi 
and cleaving only unto him, hear what manner of 
security and happiness shall be thine. “When thou 
sittest down, thou shalt not be afraid of sudden fear 
When thou liest down, sweet shall be thy slee 
And thou shalt not be afraid of the assaults of evil 
spirits, but shalt go thy way bold as any lion, and 
shalt live in bliss and everlasting joyaunce. For “joy 
and praise shall crown thy head, and gladness shall 
Defall thee there, where pain and. sorrow and wailin 
shall flee away.” “Then shall thy light br 
forth as the morning, and thine health shall rise 
speedily: and thy righteousness shall go before thee, 
and the glory of the Lord shall be thy reward.” 
Then shalt thou call, and the Lord shall answer 
while thou art yet speaking, he shall say, “Here am I. 
"T,even 1, am he that blotteth oat thy transgres- 
sions, and will not remember them. Put me in 
remembrance : let us plead together: declare thou 
‘thy sins that thou mayst be justified.” “Though thy 
sins be as scarlet, I will make them white as snow: 
though they be red as crimson I will make them 
white as wool, for the mouth of the Lord hath 
spoken it.”” 
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XI 


Toasars said unto him, ‘All thy words are fair and toumph, 


wonderful, and, while thou spakest, I believed them $sii¢2 


and still believe them; and I hate all idolatry with 425", 


all my heart. And indeed, even before thy coming fried 


hither, my soul was, in uncertain fashion, doubt- 
ful of it But now I hate it with a perfect 
Iuatred, since I have leamed from thy lips the 
vanity thereof, and the folly of those who worship 
idols; and I yearn to become the servant of the 
truc God, if Haply he will not refuse me, that am 
unworthy by reason of my sins, and 1 trust that he 
will forgive me everything, because he is a lover 
of men, and compassionate, as thoa tellest me, and 
will count me worthy to become his servant. So I 
am ready anon to receive baptism, and to observe 
all thy sayings. But what must I do after baptism ? 
And is this alone sufficient for salvation, to believe 
and be baptized, or must one add other services 
thereto?” 


Barlaam answered him, ‘Hear what thou must do petuan 


after baptism. Thou must abstain from all sin, and gattbe 
every evil affection, and build upon the foundation sian of 


of the Catholick Faith the practice of the virtues } Gnstian 


for faith without works is dead, as also are works == 
without faith. For, saith the Apostle, Walk in 
the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of 
the flesh.” Now the works of the flesh sre 
manifest, which are these: Adultery, fornication, 
uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, 
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, xi. 87-88 


hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, 
heresies, envyings, murders, love of money, railing, 
love of pleasure, drunkenness, revelling, arrogance, 
and such like, of the which I tell you before, as I 
have also told you in time past, that they which do 
such things shall not inherit the Kingdom of God. 
But the frait of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long 
sulfering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, 
‘temperance, sanctification of soul and body, lowliness 
of heart and contrition, almsgiving, forgiveness of 
injuries, loving-kindness, watchings, perfect repent 
ance of all past offences, tears of compunction, 
sorrow for our own sins and those of our neighbours, 
and the like. These, even as steps and ladders that 
support one another and are clinched together, 
conduct the soul to heaven. Lo, to these we are 
commanded to cleave after baptism, and to abstain 
from their contraties. 

“But if, after receiving the knowledge of the 
truth, we again lay hold on dead works, and, like a 
dog, return to our vomit, it shall happen unto us 
according to the word of the Lord; “for,” saith 
he, “when the unclean spirit is gone out of a man” 
(to wit, by the grace of baptism) “he walketh through 
dry places, seeking rest, and finding none” But 
enduring not for long to wander homeless and 
hhearthless, he saith, “I will return to my house 
whence I’ came out” And, when he cometh, he 
findeth it swept and gamished, but empty and 
unoceupied, not having received the operation of 
grace, nor having filled itself with the riches of the 
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, xt. 88-90 


virtues. ‘Then goeth he, and taketh to him seven 
other spirits more wicked than himself; and they 
center in and dwell there: and the last state of that 
anan beeometh worse than the first.” For baptism 
Durieth in the water and completely blotteth out the 
hind-writing of all former sins, and is to us for the 
future a sure fortress and tower of defence, and a 
strong weapon against the marshalled host of the 
enemy; Init it taketh not away free will, nor 
alloweth the forgiving of sins after baptism, or 
immersion in the font a second time. For it is one 
Daptisn that we confess, and need is that we keep 
ourselves with all watchfalness that 50 we fall not 
nto defilement « second time, but hold fast to the 
commandments of the Lord, For when he 
the Apostles, “Go make disciples of all mations, 
Daptizing them in the name of the Father, and of 

the Son, and of the Holy Ghost,” he did not stop 

there, bat added, “teaching them to observe all 
things whatsoever I have commanded you.” 

«Now he commanded men to be poor in spirit, and sua 
such he calleth blessed and worthy of the kingdom of ie 
heaven. Again he chargeth us to mourn in the present ¢f Gi 
life, that we may obtain comfort hereafter, and to 
be meck, and to be ever hungering and thirsting 
after righteousness: to be merciful, and ready to distri- 
ute, pitiful and compassionate, pure in heart, abstain- 
ing from all defilement of flesh and spivit,peacemakcers 
with our neighbours and with our own souls, 
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, xt. 90-01 


by bringing the worse into subjection to the better, 
and thus by a just decision making peace in that 
continual warfare betwixt the twain; also to endure 
pemeention and tribulation and reviling, inflicted 
upon us for righteousness’ sake in defence of his 
name, that we may obtain everlasting felicity in the 
glorious distribution of his rewards. Ay, and in 
this world he exhorteth us to Tet our “light s0 shine 
before men, that they may see,” he saith, your 
good works, and glorify your Father which is 
heaven.” 

“For the law of Moses, formerly given to the sowing 
Israelites, saith, “Thou shalt not kill; thou shalt not fru" 
commit adultery; thou shalt not steal; thou shalt galent 
not bear false witness:” but Christ saith “Whosoever (moet 
. is brother without a cause shall be in iwot 
danger of the judgement; and whosoever shall say, “"“* 
‘Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire:"” and, if 
thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there re- 
memberest that thy brother hath aught aguinst thee, 
leave there thy gift before the altar, and gothy wayand 
first be reconciled to thy brother.” And he also saith, 
“Whosoever looketh ona woman to lust after her, 
hath committed adultery with her in his heart.” 

And hereby he calleth the defilement and consent 
of the affection adultery. Furthermore, where the 
law forbade a man to forswear himself Christ com- 
manded him to swear not at all beyond Yea and 
Nay. There we read, “Eye for eye and tooth 
for tooth”: here, “Whosoever shall smite thee 
on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also. 
And if any man will sue thee at the law, and take 
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ST. JOHN DAMASCENE 
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, x1, 91-92 


away thy coat, let him have thy cloke also. And 
whosoever shall compel thee to goa mile, go with 
hhim twain. Give to him that asketh thee, and from 
hhim that would borrow of thee turn not thou away. 
Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, 
@o good to them that hate you, and pray for them 
which despitefully use you and persecute you; that 
ye may be the children of your Father which is 
in heaven : for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil 
and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on 
the unjust. Judgenot, that ye benot judged. Forgive, 
and ye shall be forgiven, "Lay not up for yourselves, 
treasures upon earth, where moth and rast doth 
corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal : 
Dat lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust doth eorrupt, and where thieves 
do not break through nor steal: for where your trea- 
sure is, there will yourheartbealso, Takeno thought 
for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye" shall 
drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on : 
for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need. 
of all these things.” He therefore that gave life and 
body will assurediy give food and raiment: he that 
feedeth the fowls of the air and arrayeth with such 
Deauty the lilies of the field, “But, seek ye first,” saith, 
Christ, “the kingdom of God, and his righteousness 5 
and all these things shall be added unto you. Take 
therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow 
shall take thought for the things of itself. There- 
fore all things whatsoever ye would that men should 
do to you, do ye even so to them, Enter ye in at 
the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and brod 
is the way that leadeth to destruction, and many 
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, x1. 92-93 


there be which go in thereat. Strait and narrow 
is the way which leadeth unto life and few there 
be that find it. Not every one that saith unito me, 
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven ; 
but he that doeth the will of my Father which 
isin heaven. He that loveth father or mother more 
than me is not worthy of me ; and he that loveth 
son and daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 
And he that taketh not up his eross and followeth 
after me, is not worthy of me.” Lo these and the 
like of these be the things which the Saviour com: 
manded his Apostles to teach the Faithful : and 
all these things we are bound to observe, if we 
desire to attain to perfection and receive the in- 
comuptible crowns of righteousness, which the Lora, 
the righteous judge, shall give at that day unto all 
them that love his appearin, 

Toasaph said unto the elder, “Well then, as the touagt's 
strictness of these doctrines demandeth such chaste doneoring 
conversation, if, after baptism, I chnce to fail in one imate 
‘or two of these commandments, shall I therefore 
utterly maiss the goal, and shall all my hope be vain?” 

Barlaam answered,‘ Deem not 50, God the Word, tri, 
inde man for the salvation of our race, aware of the the 
exceeding frailty and misery of our nature, hath not 22m a 
even here suffered our sickness to be without remedy, "P= 
Bat, like a skilful leech, he bath fixed for our 
unsteady and sin-loving heart the potion of repent- 
ance, prescribing this for the remission of sins. For 
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, x. 93-95 


after that we have received the knowledge of the 
truth, and have been sanctified by water and the 
Spirit, and cleansed without effort from all sin and 
all defilement, if we should fortune to fall into any 
transgression, there is, itis true, no second regenera- 
tion made within us through baptism in the water of 
the font, and wholly re-creating us (that gift is 
given once for all): but, by meas’ of painful 
repentance, hot teats, toils and sweats, there is a 
purifying and pardoning of our offences through the 
tender merey of our God. For the fount of tears is 
also called baptism, according to. the grace of the 
Master, but it necdeth labour and time; ad many 
hath it saved after many a fall; becuse there is no 
sit too grent for the clemency of God, if we be quick 
to repent, and purge the shame of our offences, and 
death overtake us not, and depart us not from this life 
still defiled ; for in the grave there is no confession 
nor repentance, But as long as we are among 
the living, while the foundation of our true 
continucth unshattered, even if somewhat of the 
‘outer roof-work or inner building be disabled, it is 
allowed to renew by repentance the part rotted by 
sins. Ibis impossible to count the multitude of the 
mercies of God, or measure the greatness of his 
compassion: whereas sins and offences, of whatever 
Kind, are subject to measure and may be numbered. 
So our offences, being subject to measure and number, 
cannot overcome the immeasurable compassion, and 
innumerable mercies of God. 
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, xt. 95-96 


‘Wherefore we are commanded not to despair for tartan 
our trespasses, but to acknowledge the goodness of hepato 
God, and renounce the sins whereof forgiveness is Frafiat 
offered us by reason of the loving-kindness of 
Christ, who for our sins shed his precious blood. In 
many places of Scripture we are taught the power of 
repentance, and especially by the precepts and 
parables of our Lord Jesus Christ. For it saith, © From 
that time began Jesus to preach and to say, « Repent 
ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ More- 
dover he setteth before us, in a parable, a certain son 
‘that had received his father’s substance, and taken 
vl there spent all 








his journey into a far country, a 
riotous living. ‘Then, when ther 
that land, he went and joined 





imself to une of the 
citizens of that land of iniquity, who sent him into 








his fields to feed swine,—thus doth he designate the 
‘most coarse and Toathsome sin, When, after much 
labour, he had come to the utmost misery, and might 
not even fill his belly with the husks that the swine 
did ent, at last he came to perceive his shamefi 
plight, and, bemoaning himself, said, “How many 
hired servants of my father's have bread enough and 
to spare, and I perish with hunger! I will arise and 
go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I 
have sinned against heaven and before thee, and am 
no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as 
one of thy hired servants’” And he arose, and 
came to his father. But, when he was yet a great 

161 














ake. 
un 


Tee xx 
a 


ST, JOHN DAMASCENE, 


domrayyvlcbn, war pocdpaydy évineadioaro 
eal ovpmabins Karedimae al vhs mporépas 
Geuseas ris Eopriy xapudavvoy enh 7) aired 
Gpevpéoe eroujoaro, Ovcas tov pdoxor Thy 
Gurevréy. ibod radrny Thy rapaBony Teph Toy 
E dyapriby broarpepavrav wal & peravolg 
poomenrévrey suiv eEnyjoaro. adda eal mot 
java TWh dyaBdr abbis bidor exarov éoxneira 
mpiBata Kal, Tod évds drrodwdsros, KatakerovTa 
78 evernovracwéa, els emibiirnaw 700, dopévov 
Uersetv, Eos ebpdy abré, wal rots Syows dva- 
NaBdv, rots ddandor ovyeatiusée, vyearicas 
robs pidous nad rods yelrovas els ebmxiay dy 7h 
Tovrev eipéce, Obra, gna 6 Lwriip, Xap doras 
b olpavp ei &i dyaprodg peravootytl, } él 
Svameoyracrvéa Suxaiots, ofrives ob xpelay Exovse 

ravotas. 

*Aydder kal 6 xopubatos rév wabnrav Uérpos, 
4) the mloreas érpa, war abby Tov xaupiy 700 
cornplov dows, pds paxpdv éyararerpOels 
dueovopuch Tan eywarareder, ds dv yO Ths 
GaBparions doBevelas 7d ebre’s ead Tadat- 
reper, dpriceas repurémraney éyedajuar’ el” 
000s pamabels av 708 Kuplov pnydraov, eerBiov 
Ho beaver mixpis: xal rots, Bepyots exelvois 
Baxpugw rip, Frrav dvaxareodneros érepadesa 
‘riy vleny eipydoaro, eumeiporrddenos ap dv, 
al ead rérroxey, ode eEedvOn, ob8 deréyva 
favrov dX dvamndjoas mpooifyaye muxpérara 
Bdxcpua ard xapBlas OBoudons’ al mapavriica 
$ modéuios Peardyeros abrd, domep md proves 
agodpordrns ras yes Preyguevos, dmemibnae 
162 





BARLAAM AND JOASAPH, x. 96-97 


way off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and 
ran, and embraced him, and kissed him tenderly, 
and, restoring him to his former rank, made a feast 
‘of joyaunce because his son was found again, and 
killed the fatted calf. Lo, this parable, that Jesus 
spake to us, concemeth such as turn again from sin, 
and fall at his feet in repentance. Again, he repre: mathe 
senteth a certain good shepherd that hed an hundred Stsriera, 
sheep, and, when one was lost, left the ninety and 
nine, and*went forth to seek that which was gone 
astray, until he found it: and he laid it on his 
shoulders, and folded it with those that had not gone 
astray, and called together his friends and neighbours 
‘tw abanquet, because that it was found. Likewise,” 
saith the Saviour, joy shall be in heaven over one 
inmer that repenteth, more than over ninety and 
nine just persons which need no repentance. 
“And, in sooth, even the chief of the disciples, Peter, sds the 
the very season of theSaviour’s ii 
Passion, failing for a little while in his stewardship, +75 
that he might understand the worthlessness and 
misery of human frailty, fell under the guilt of denial. 
‘Then he straightway remembered the Lord's words, 
and went out and wept bitterly, and with those hot 
tears made good his defeat, and transferred the 
vietory to his own side. Like a skilful man of war, 
though fallen, he was not undone, nor did he despair, 
but, springing to his feet, he brought up, asa reserve, * 
bitter tears from the agony of his soul ; and straight 
way, when the enemy saw that sight, like a man 
whose eyes are scorched with a fierce flame, he leaped 
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off and fled afar, howling horribly. So the chiet 
became chief again, as he had before been chosen 
teacher of the whole world, being now become its 
pattem of penitence. And after his holy resurree- 
tion Christ made good this three-fold denial with the 
three-fold question, “Peter, lovest thou me?", the 
Apostle answering, Yea, Lord, thou knowest that I 
love thee.” 

‘So from all these and many other examples rovoy 
beyond count we leam the virtue of tears and jowasl 
repentance. Only the manner thereof must be“? 
worthy, arising from a heart that abominateth sin 
and weepeth, as saith the prophet David, “I am 
‘weary of may groaning: every night will T wash my 
bed and water my conch with my tears.” Again the 
cleansing of sins will be wrought by the blood of 
Christ, in the greatness of his compassion and the 
multitude of the mercies of that God who saith, 
“Though your sins be as scarlet, I will make them 
white as snow,” and so forth. 

“Thus therefore it is, and thus we believe. But put ngaing 
after receiving the knowledge of the truth and tttvheot 
winning regeneration and adoption as sons, and * 
tasting of the divine mysteries, we must strive hard 
to keep our feet lest we fall. For to fall becometh 
not the athlete, since many have fallen and béen 
tunable to rise. Some, opening a door to sinful lusts, 
and clinging obstinately to them, have no more bad 
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strength to hasten back to repentance; and others, 
being untimely snatched by death, and having not 
‘made speed enough to wash them from the pollution 
of their sin, have been damned. And for this cause 
itis parlous to fall into any kind of sinful affection 
whatsoever. But if any man fall, he must at once 
leap up, and stand again to fight the good fight : and, 
fs often as there cometh a fall, so often must there 
iat once ensue this rising and standing, unto the end. 
Yor, ‘Tur ye unto me, and T will turn unto you,” 
saith the Lord God.” 


XII 


‘To this said Toasaph, ‘But how, after baptist, touayiy 
shall a ian keep himself clear from all sin? For {od'he'any 
even if there be, as thou sayest, repentance for them E37" 
chat stumble, yet it is attended with toil and trouble, ‘I= 
with weeping and mourning; things which, 
methinks, are not easy for the many to accomplish. 

But I desired rather to find a way to keep strictly 

‘the commandments of God, and not swerve from them, 

‘and, after his pardoning of my past misdeeds, never 

again to provoke that most sweet God and Master.’ 

‘Berlaan answered, ‘ Well said, my lord and king. nein 
‘That also is my desire; but it is hard, nay quite first the 
impossible, for a man living with fire not to be Suse 
Dlackened with smoke : for it is an uphill task, and fhiswens, 
‘one not easy of accomplishment, for a man that is 
tied to the matters of this life and busied with its cares 
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and troubles, and liveth in riches and luxury, to walk 
unswervingly in the way of the commandments of 
the Lord, and to preserve his life pure of these evils. 
“For,” saith the Lord, “no man ean serve two 
masters; for either he will hate the one and love 
the other; or else he will hold to the one and 
despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and 
Mammon.” $0 also writeth the beloved Evangelist 
nnd Divine in his Epistle, thus saying, “ Love not the 
‘world, neither the things that are in the world, If 
any man love the world, the love of the Father is 
not all that is in the world, the Tust of 
the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of 
life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And 

‘the world passeth away, and the lust thereof; but 

he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.” 

“hese things were well understood by our holy and ad 
inspired fathers ; and snindful of the Apostle’s word Thavathor 
that we must through much tribulation enter into ii? eption 
‘the Kingdom of Heaven, they strove, after holy guine 
Daptism, to keep their garment of immortality 
spotless and undefiled. Whence some of them also 
thought fit to receive yet: another baptism ; I menn 
that which is by blood and martyrdom, For this too 
iq called baptism, the most honourable of all, 
inasmuch as its waters are not polluted by fresh sin 
which algo our Lord underwent for our sakes, and 
rightly called it baptism, So as imitators and 
followers of him, first his eyewitnesses, disciples, 
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and Apostles, and then the whole band of holy 

martyrs yielded themselves, for the name of Christ, 

to Kings and tyrants that worshipped idols, and 
endured every form of torment, being exposed to snareoun- 
wild beasts, fire and sword, confessing the good con- Moratot 
fession, running the course and keeping the faith. “™ 
‘Thus they gained the prizes of righteousness, and 

ecane the companions of Angels, and fellow-heits 

with Christ. ‘Their virtue shone so bright that their 

sound went out into all lands, and the splendour of 

their good deeds flashed like lightning into the ends 

of the carth. Of these men, not only the words and 

works, but even the very blood and bones are full of 

all sanctity, mightily casting out devils, and giving 

to such as touch them in faith the healing of 
incurable diseases: yea, and even their garments, 

and anything else that hath been brought near 

their honoured bodies, are always worthy of the 
reverence of all creation. And it were a long tale 

to tell one by one their deeds of prowess. - 

«But when those cruel and brutal tyrants brought petam, 
their miserable lives to a miserable end, and per fisberntte 
secution ceased, and Christian kings ruled through- 

‘out the world, then others too in succession 
emulated the Martyrs’ zeal and divine desire, and, 
wounded at heart with the same love, considered 
well how they might present soul and body without 
blemish unto God, by cutting off all the workings 
of sinful lusts and purifying themselves of every 
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defilement of flesh and spirit. But, xs they perceived 

that this could only be accomplished by the keeping 

of the commandments of Christ, and that the keeping 

of his commandments and the practice of the virtues 

‘was difficult to attain in the midst of the turmoils of ot thar 
the world, they adopted for themselves a strange [ayia 
and changed manner of life, and, obedient to the 
voice divine, forsook all, parents, children, friends, 
kinsfolk, riches and luxury, and, hating everything in 

the world, withdrew, as exiles, into the deserts, 
being destitute, affticted, evil entreated, wandering 

‘in wildernesses and mountains, and in dens and 
caves of the carth, self-banished from all the 
pleasures and delights upon earth, and standing 

in sore need even of bread and shelter. This they 

did for two causes: firstly, that never seeing the 
objects of sinful lust, they might pluck such 
desires by the root out of their soul, and blot out the 
memory thereof, and plant within themselves the 

love and desire of divine and heavenly things: and 
secondly, that, by exhausting the flesh by austerities, or heir ain 
and becoming Martyrs in will, they might not miss" 
the glory of them that were made perfect by blood, 

but might be themselves, in their degree, imitators 

of the sufferings of Christ, and become partakers of 

the kingdom that hath no end. Then, after best 
consideration, they adopted the quiet of monastic 

life, some facing the rigours of the open air, and 
braving the blaze of the scorching heat and fierce 
frosts and rain-storms and tempestuous winds, others 
spending their lives in the hovels which they had 
builded them, or in the hiding of holes and caverns. 
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‘Thus, in pursuit of virtue, they utterly denied them- 
selves all fleshly comfort and repose, submitting to a 
diet of uncooked herbs and worts, or acorns, or 
hard dry bread, not merely saying good-bye to 
delights in their quality, but, in very excess of 
temperance, extending their zeal to limit even the 
quantity of enjoyment. For even of those common 
and necessary meats they took only so much as was 
sufficient to sustain life. Some of them continued 
fasting the whole week, and partook of vietuals only 
of a Sunday: others thought of food twice only in 
the week: others ate every other day, or daily 
at eventide—that is, took bat a taste of food. In 
prayers and watchings they almost rivalled the life 
of Angels, bidding a long farewell to the possession 
of gold and silver, and quite forgetting that buyings 
and sellings are concerns of men. 

Bat envy and pride, the evils most prone to follow sd com 
good works, had no place amongst them. He that was fi gst 
weaker in ascetic exercises entertained no thought of af iris, 
alice against him of brighter example. Nor again 
‘was he, that had accomplished great feats, deceived 
and puled up by arrogance to despise his weaker 
brethren, or set at nought his neighbour, or boast of 
rigours, or glory in his achievements. He that 
excelled in virtue ascribed uothing to his own 
labours, but all to the power of God, in humility 
of mind persuading himself that his labours were 
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nought and that he was debtor even for more, as 
saith the Lord, “ When ye shall have done all those 
things which are commanded you, say, ‘We are 
unprofitable servants : we have done that which was 
our duty to do.’” Others again persuaded them 
selves that they had not done even the things which 
they were commanded to do, but that the things left 
undone outnumbered the things already well done. 
Again, he that was far behind in austerity, perchance sna their 
through bodily weakness, would disparage and blame 473 {4""" 
himself, attributing his failure to slothfulness of ™* 
mind rather than to nataral frailty. So cach excelled 
exch, and all excelled all in this sweet reasonable- 
ness. But the spirit of vain glory and_pleasin 

of men-~what place hed it among thea? Hor they 
ad fled from the world, and were dwelling in 
the desert, to the end that they might show their 
virtues not to men, but to God, from whom also they 
hoped to receive the rewards of their good deeds, 
well aware that religious exercises performed for 
vain glory go without recompense; for these are 
done for the praise of men and not for God. Whence 

all that do thus are doubly defranded: they waste 
their body, and receive no reward. But they who 
yea for glory above, and strive thereafter, despise 

all earthly and human glory. 

‘As to their dwellings, some monks finish the te deri 
contest in utter retirement and solitude, having $c, 
yemoved themselves far from the haunts of men sewn 
throughout the whole of their earthly life-time, and 
having drawn nigh to God. Others build their 
homes at a distance one from another, but meet on 
the Lord’s Day at one Church, and communicate of 
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the Holy Mysteries, I mean the unbloody Sacrifice of 
the undefiled Body and precious Blood of Christ, 
which the Lord gave to the Faithful for the remission 
of sins, for the enlightenment and sanctification of 
soul and body. They entertain one another with 
the exereises of the divine Oracles and moral exhort- 
ations, and make pablie the secret wiles of their ad- 
versaties, that none, through ignorance of the manner 
of wrestling, may be enaght thus. Then turn they 
aguin, each to his own homé, eagerly storing the 
honey of virtue in the cells of their hearts, and hus- 
banding sweet fruits worthy of the heavenly boerd. 


“Others again spend their life im monasteries. me tatots 
father in maltitudes in one spot, and range “fama 


‘Th 








elves under one superior and president, the a tict 
of their number, slaying all self-will with the ™* 
sword of obedience. OF their own free choice they 
consider themselves as slaves bought at a price, and 

no longer live for themselves, but for him, to whom, 

for Christ his sake, they have become obedient ; ot 
rather, to speak more properly, they live no more 
for themselves, but Christ liveth in them, whom to 
follow, they renounce all. This is retirement, a 
voluntary hatred of the world, and denial of natire 

by desire of things above nature. These men there- 
fore live the lives of Angels on earth, chanting 
psalms and hymns with one consent unto the Lord, 
and purchasing for themselves the title of Confessors 

by labours of obedience. And in them is fulfilled 
the word of the Lord, when he saith, “ Where two or 
three are gathered together in my name, there am I 

in the midst of them.” By this number he limiteth 
not the gathering together in his name, but by “two 
79 
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or three” signifieth that the number is indefinite, 
For, whether there be many, or few, gathered 
together because of his holy name, serving him with 
fervent zeal, there we believe him to be present in 
the midst of his servants. 

“By these ensamples and such like assemblies of tir 
men of earth and clay imitate the life of heavenly fitsd ot 
‘beings, in fastings and prayers and watchings, in hot gag” 
tears and constant sorrow, as soldiers in the field with #mter 
Aeath before their eyes, in meekness and gentleness, 
fn silence of the lips, in poverty and want, in 
stity and temperanee, in holiness and quietude of 

in perfect charity toward God and their neigh- 
hour, carrying their present life down to the grave, 
and ‘becoming Augels in their ways. Wherefore 
: God hath graced them with miracles, signs and 
4 various virtues and made the voice of their marvel- 
lous life to be sounded forth to the ends of the 
world. If { open my mouth to declare in every 
point the life of one of them who is suid to have 
been the founder of the monastic life, Antony by 
name, by this one tree thou shalt assuredly know 
the sweet fruits of other trees of the like kind and 
form, and shalt know what a foundation of religious 
life that great man laid, and what a roof he built, 

‘and what gifts he merited to receive from the 
Saviour. After him many fought the like fight and 
won like erowns and guerdons. Rina 

‘Blessed, yea, thrice blessed, are they that have then 
loved God, and, for his love's sake, have counted Beret. 
srry ing a thing, Fx he) oer oat 
mourned, day t, tha Tight gain Sloy here 
Gwerlasting Somfort: they. humbled themsclves Si? 
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willingly, that there they might be exalted: they 
afflicted the flesh with hunger and thirst and 
vigil, that there they might come to the pleasures 
and joys of Paradise. By thefr purity of heart 
they became a tabernacle of the Holy Ghost, as 
it is written, “1 will dwell in them and walk in 
them.” They erucified themselves unto the world, 
that they might stand at the right hand of the Craci- 
fied: they girt their loins with truth, and slway had 
their lamps ready, looking for the coming of the 
heavenly bridegroom. ‘The eye of their mind being 
cnlightened, they. continually looked forward to 
that awful hour, and kept the contemplation of 
fature happiness and everlasting punishment iio- 
movable from their hearts, and pained themselves to 
labour, that they might mot lose eternal glory. They 
becane passionless as the Angels, and now they 
weave the dance in their fellowship, whose lives also 
they imitated. Blessed, yea, thrice blessed are they, 
Deenuse with sure spiritual vision they discerned 
the vanity of this present world and the uneertainty 
and inconstancy of mortal fortune, and cast it aside, 
‘and laid up for themselves everlasting blessings, and 
aid hold ‘of that life which never faileth, nor is 
broken by death. 

“These then are the marvellous holy men whose win thet 
examples we, that are poor and vile, strive to imitate, Poss 
Dut cannot attain to the high level of the life of ethite 
‘these heavenly citizens. Nevertheless, so far as is Ag mtecy 
possible for our weakness and feeble power, we take vf tin, 
the stamp of their lives, and wear their ,habit, even ‘ror, 
though we fail to equal their works; for we are 
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assured that this holy profession is a meins to 
perfection and an aid to the incorruption given 
us by holy baptism. So, following the teachings of 
these blessed Saints, we utterly renounce these 
corruptible and perishable things of life, wherein 
may be found nothing stable or constant, or that 
‘ontinueth in one stay; but all things are vanity and 


vexation of spirit, and many are the changes that whichis 
they bring in a moment; for they are slighter than Jracieous, 


dreams and a shadow, or the breeze that bloweth 
‘the air. Small and short-lived is their charm, that 
is after all no charm, but illusion and deception 
of the wickedness of ‘the world; which world we 
have been taught to love uot at all, but rather to 
hate with all our heart. Yea, and verily it is 
worthy of hatred and abhorrence ; for whatsoever 
gifts it giveth to its friends, these in turn in passion 
it taketh away, and shall hand over its victims, 
stripped of all good things, clad in the garment of 
shame, and bound under heavy burdens, to eternal 
tribulation. And those again whom it exalteth, it 
quickly sbaseth to the utmost wretchedness, making 
them a footstool and a laughing stock for their 
‘enemies. Such are its charms, such its bounties. For 
it is an enemy of its friends, and traitor to such as 
‘carry out its wishes: dashéth to destruction all them 
that lean upon it,and enervateth those that put their 
‘trust therein. It maketh covenants with fools and 
fair false promises, only that it may allure them to 
itself. But, as they have dealt treacherously, 
it proveth itself treacherous and false in fulfilling 
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none of its pledges. To-day it tickleth their gullet 
with pleasant dainties; to-morrow it maketh them 
nought but a gobbet for their enemies, To-day 
it maketh amana king: to-morrow it delivereth him 
into bitter servitude. To-day its thrall is fattening 
on a thousand good things ; to-morrow he is a beggar, 
and drudge of dradges. To-day it placeth on his head 
a crown of glory; to-morrow it dasheth his face upon. 
the ground. To-day it adometh his neck with 
brilliant badges of dignity; to-morrow it humbleth 
him with a collar of iron. For a little while it 
ccauseth him to be the desire of all men ; but after a 
time it maketh him their hate and abomination. 
‘To-day it gliddeneth him: but to-tnorrow it weareth 
him to a shadow with lamentations and wailings, 
‘What is the end thereof, thon shalthear, Ruthlesly 
it bringeth its former lovers to dwell in hell. Such 
is ever its mind, such its purposes. It Jamenteth not 
its departed, nor pitieth the survivor. For after that 
it Ith eruelly duped and entangled in its meshes 
the one party, it immediately transferreth the re- 
sources of its ingenuity against the other, not willing 
that any should escape its eruel snares. 

‘These amen that have foolishly alienated them- 
selves frum a good and kind master, to seek the 











take never a thought for the future, that always grasp 
after bodily enjoyments, but suffer their souls to 
waste with hunger, and to be worn with myriad ills, 
these I consider to be like a man flying before the 
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face of a rampant unicorn, who, unable to endure 

the sound of the beast’s ery, and its terrible bellow- 

ing, to avoid being devoured, ran away at full speed. 

But while he ran hastily, he fell into a great pit; me pit.tne 

and as he fell, he stretched forth his hands, and laid tine 

hold on a tree, to which he held tightly. ‘There he “™ 
established some sort of foot-hold and thought 

himself from that moment in peace and safety. But 

he looked and deseried two mice, the one white, the 
other black, that never ceased to gaw the root of the 

tree whercon he hung,and were all but on the point 

of severing it. ‘Then he looked down to the bottom 

of the pit and espied below a dragon, breathing fre, 

fearful for eye to see, exceeding fierce and rim, 

with terrible wide jaws, all agape to swallow him. 

Again looking closely at the ledge whereon his feet 

rested, he discerned four heads of asps projecting 

from the wall whercon he was perched. Then he 

lift up his eyes and saw that from the branches of 

‘the tree there dropped alittle honey. And thereathe 

ceased to think of the troubles whereby he was sur- 

rounded ; how, outside, the unicorn was madly raging 

to devour him: how, below, the fierce dragon was 

yawning to swallow him: how the tree, which he 

had clutched, was all but severed; and how his feet 

rested on slippery, treacherous ground. Yea, he for- 

gat, without eare, all those sights of awe and terror, 

and his whole mind hung on the sweetness of that 

Uny drop of honey. 
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“This is the likeness of those who cleave to the me ater 
deceitfulness of this present life,—the interpretation fi tae" 
| whereof I will declare to thee anon. The unicom is 
the type of death, ever in eager pursuit to overtake 
the race of Adam. The pit is the world, full of all 
manner of ills and deadly snares. The tree, which 
‘was being continually fretted by the two mice, to 
which the man clung, is the course of every man’s 
life, that spendeth and consuming itself hour by 
hour, day and night, and gradually draweth nigh its 
severance. The fourfold asps signify the structure 
‘of man’s body upon four treacherous and unstable 
elements which, being disordered and disturbed, 
Dring that body to destruction. Furthermore, the 
fiery cruel dragon betokeneth the man of hell that 
4 is hungry to receive those who choose present plea- 
sures rather than future blessings. ‘The dropping of 
honey denoteth the sweetness of the delights of the 
world, whereby it deceiveth its own friends, nor 
suffereth them to. take timely thought for their 
salvation.” 








XU 
Toasaru received this parable with great joy and jon 
said, “How true this story is, and most apt! Grudge iwi” 
j ‘not, then, to shew me other such like figures, that 1” 
may know for certain what the manner of our life is, 
and what it hath in store for its friends” 
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‘The elder answered, “Again, those who are enamour~ Bieta 
ed of the pleasures of life, and glamoured by the sweet- {let 
ness thereof, who prefer fleeting and paltry objects to Nsnw0d. 
those which are future and stable, are like a certain Friendn” 
man who had three friends. On the first two of these “™!22°* 
he was extravagantly lavish of his honours, and clave 
passionately to their love, fighting to the death and 
deliberately hazarding his life for their sakes. But 
to the third he bore himself right arrogantly, never 
once granting him the honour nor the love that was 
his due, but only makiig show of some slight and 
inconsiderable regard for him. Now one day he was 
apprehended by certain dread and strange soldiers, 
that made speed to hale him to the king, there to 
render account for a debt of ten thousand talents. 
Being in a great strait, thisdebtor sought for a helper, 
able to take his part in this terrible reckoning with 
the king. So he ran to his first and truest friend of 
all, and said, “Thou wottest, friend, that I ever 
Jeopardied my life for thy sake. Now to-day I 
require help in a necessity that presseth me sore. 
In how many talents wilt thou undertake to assist 
me now? What is the hope that 1 may count upon 
at thy hands, O my dearest friend?” The other 
answered and said unto him, “Man, I am not thy 
friend: I know not who thou art. Other friends 
Ihave, with whom I must needs make mery to-day, 
and so win their friendship for the time to come. 
But, see, I present thee with two ragged garments, 
that thou mayest have them on the way whereon thou 
goest, though they will do thee no manner of good. 
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Further help from me thou mayest expect none.” 
The other, hearing this, despaired of the succour 
whereon he had reckoned, and went to his second 
friend, saying, “Friend, thou rememberest how 
much honour and kindness thou hast enjoyed at my 
hands. To-day I have fallen into tribulation and 
sorrow, and need a helping hand. To what extent 
‘then canst thou share my labour? Tell meat once.”” 


Said he, “I too have fallen among cares and perils, tow thay 
and am myself in tribulation. Howbeit, I will go a Hi%t.,, 
little way with thee, even if I shall fail to be of iit) 


service to thee. Then will I tum quickly homeward, 
and busy myself with mine own anxieties.” So the 
man returned from him too empty-handed and 
Daulked at every turn; and he cried amisery on 
bbimself for his vain hope in those ungrateful friends, 
and the unavailing hardships that he had endured 
through love of them. At the last he went away to 
the third friend, whom he had never courted, nor 
invited to share his happiness. With countenance 
ashamed and downcast, he said unto him, I ean scarce 
‘open my lips to speak with thee, knowing full well 
‘that I have never done thee service, or shown thee 
any kindness that thou mightest ‘now remember. 
But seeing that a heavy misfortune hath overtaken 
me, and that I have found nowhere among my 
friends any hope of deliverance, I address myself 
to thee, praying thee, if it We in thy power, to 
afford me some little aid. Bear no gradge for tay 
past unkindness, and refuse me not.” other 
with a smiling and gracious countenance answered, 
“«Assuredly Town thee my very true friend. I have 
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not forgotten those slight services of thine: and 
I will repay them to-day with interest. Fear not 
therefore, neither be afraid. I will go before thee 
and entreat the king for thee, and will by no means, 
deliver thee into the hands of thine enemies. 
Wherefore be of good courage, dear friend, and fret 
not thyself” ‘Then, pricked at heart, the other 
said with tears, “Wo is me! Which shall I first 
lament, or which first deplore? Condemn my vain 
preference for my forgetful, thankless and false 
friends, or blame the mad ingratitade that I have 
shown to thee, the sincere and true?”* 





Toasaph heard this tale also with amazement and autho 
asked the interpretation thereof. Then said Barlaam, BETS", 


‘The first friend is the abundance of riches, and love 
of money, by reason of which a man falleth into the 
midst of ten thousand perils, and endureth many 
miseries: but when at last the appointed day of 
cath is come, of all these things he earrieth away 
nothing but the useless burial cloths. By the second 
friend is signified our wife and children and the 
remnant of kinsfolk and acquaintance, to whom 
‘we are passionately attached, and from whom with 
difficulty we tear ourselves away, neglecting our very 
soul and body for the love of them. But no help 
id man ever derive from these in the hour of death, 
save only that they will acconipany and follow him 
to the sepulchre, and then straightway tuming them 
chomeward again they are occupied with their own 
ares and matters, and bury his memory in oblivion as, 
they have buried his body in the grave. But the 
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third friend, that was neglected and disliked, and held 
cheap, whom the man never approached, but rather 
shunned and fled in horror, is the company of good 
deeds,—faith, hope, charity, alms, kindliness, and the 
whole band of virtues, that can go before us, when 
we quit the body, and may plead with the Lord on our 
behalf, and deliver us from our enemies and dread 
creditors, who urge that strict rendering of account 
in the air, and try to get the mastery of us. This 
is the grateful aiid true friend, who beareth in mind 
those small kindnesses that we have shown him and 
repayeth the whole with interest” 


xiv 


Acatn said Toasaph, “The Lord God prosper thee, tram 
© thon wisest of men! For thou hast gladdened 
my soul with thine apt and excellent sayings. 
Wherefore sketch me yet another picture of the 
vanity of the world, and how a man may pass through 
it in pence and safety.” 

Barlaam took up his parable and said, “Hear then tia, 
a similitude of this matter too. I once heard tell of testi 
1 great city whose citizens had, from old time, the fname 
custom of taking some foreigner and stranger, who sroxocux 
knew nothing of their laws and traditions, and of |“ 
making him their king, to enjoy absolute power, 
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and follow his own will and pleasure without hin- 
rance, until the completion of a year. Then suddenly, 

while he was living with never a care in rioting 

and wantonness, without fear, and alway supposing 

that his reign would only terminate with his life, 

‘they would rise up against him, strip him bare of 

hhis royal robes, lead him in procession up and down 

the city, and thence dispatch him beyond their 
borders into a distant great island ; there, for lack of 

food and raiment, in hunger and nakedness he 

would waste miserably away, the luxury and 
pleasure so unexpectedly showered upon him changed 

‘as unexpectedly into woe. In accordance therefore aul ot the 
with the unbroken custom of these citizens, a certain {ete 
man was ordained tothe kingship. But his mind was kwtel well 
fertile of understanding, and he was not carried away "= 
by this sudden access of prosperity, nor did he 
‘eanulate the heedlessness of the kings that had gone 
before him, and had been miserably expelled, but 
his soul was plunged in care and trouble how he 
might order his affairs.” After long and careful 
search, he learned from a wise counsellor the custom 
of the citizens, and the place of perpetual banishment, 
and was taught of him without guile how to ensure 
himself against this fate. So with this knowledge 
‘that within a very little while he must reach that 
island and leave to strangers this kingdom among 
strangers, he opened the treasures whereof he had 
absolute and unforbidden use, and took « great store 
of money and huge masses of gold and silver and 
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precious stones and delivered the same to trusty 
servants and sent them before him to the island 
whither he was bound. When the appointed year 
came to an end, the citizens rose against him, and 
sent him naked into banishment like those that 
went before him. But while the rest of these foolish 
kings, kings only for a season, were sore anhungred, 
he, that had timely deposited his wealth, passed his 
time in continual plenty mnid dainties free of expense, 
and, rid of all fear of those mutinous and evil 
citizens, could count himself happy on his wise fore- 
thought 

* Understand thou, therefore, that the city is this me ston 
vain and deccitfidl world; that the citizens are the {tne 
principalities and powers of the devils, th 
of the darkness of this world, who entice us by 
the soft bait of pleasure, and counsel us to consider 
corruptible and perishable things as incorruptible, as 
though the enjoyment that cometh from them were 
co-existent with us, and immortal as we. Thus 
then are we deceived ; we have taken no thought 
concerning the things which are abiding and eternal, 
and have laid up in store for ourselves no treasure 
for that life beyond, when of a sudden there standeth 
over us the doom of death. ‘Then, then at last do 
those evil and eruel citizens of darkness, that recived 
us, dispatch ns stript of all worldly goods,—for all 
our time has been wasted on their serviee—and cat 
us off “to a dark land and a gloomy, to a land of 
etemal darkness, where there is no light, nor can 
fone behold the life of men.” As for that good 
counsellor, who made known all the truth and tanght 
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that sagacious and wise king the way of salvation, 
understand thou that I, thy poor and humble servant, 
am he, who am come hither for to shew thee the 
good and infallible way to lead thee to things 
eternal and unending, and to counsel thee to lay 
up all thy treasure there; and I am come to lead 
thee away from the error of this world, which, 
to my woe, I also loved, and clave to its pleasures 
and delights. But, when I perceived, with the wien 
unerring eyes of my mind how alll human life is ria, 
wasted in these things that come and go;_when Sinmese 
[saw that no man hath aught that is stable and sted- fleece 
fast, neither the rich in his wealth, nor the mighty 
n his strength, nor the wise in his wisdom, nor the 
prosperous in his prosperity, nor the luxurious in 
his wantonness, nor he that dreameth of security of 
life in that vain and feeble security of his dreams, 
nor any man in any of those things that men on 
earth commend (‘ts ike the boundless rush of torrents 
that discharge themselves into the deep sea, thus 
fleeting and temporary are all present things); then, 
T say, I understood that all such things are vanity, 
and that their enjoyment is naught; and, that even 
as the past is all butied in oblivion, be it past glory, or 
past kingship, or the splendour of rank, or amplitude 
of power, or arrogance of tyranny, or aught else like 
them, so also present things will vanish in the 
darkness of the days to come, And, as I am myself 
of the present, I also shall doubtless be subject 
‘o its accustomed change; and, even as my fathers 
before me were not allowed to take delight for ever 
in the present world, so also shall it be with me. 
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For I have observed how this tyrannical and trouble- 
some world treateth mankind, shifting men hither and 

thither, from wealth to poverty, and from poverty to 

honour, earrying some out of life and bringing others 

in, rejecting some that are wise and understanding, 

making the honourable and illustrious dishonoured 

and despised, but seating others who are unwise and 

of no understanding upon a throne of honour, and 
‘making the dishonoured and obscure to be honoured 

of all. 

“One may see how the ree of mankind may Baxkam, 

never abide before the face of the cruel tyranny Rae 
of the world. But, ax when x dove fleeing from "ewes 
am eagle or a hawk, fitteth from place to place, Mad, 
now beating against this tree, now against that tie wy ot 
bush, and then anon against the clefts of the rocks’ 
ahd all manner of bramble-thorns, and, nowhere 
finding any safe place of refuge, is wearied with 
continual tossing and crossing to and fro, so are 
they which are flustered by the present world. 
‘They labour painfully under unreasoning impulse, 
fon no sure or firm bases: they know not to what 
goal they are driving, nor whither this vain life 
Jeadeth them; this vain life, whereto they have 
in miserable folly subjected themselves, choosing 
evil instead of good, and pursuing vice instead 
of goodness; and they know not who shall gather the 
fruits of their many idle labours, whether it be a 
kinsman or a stranger, and, as oft times it haps, 
not even a friend or acquaintance at all, but an 
enemy and foeman. 
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‘On all these things, and others akin to them, I 
held judgement in the tribunal of my soul, and 
I came to hate my whole life that had been 
wasted in these vanities, while I still lived 
engrossed in earthly things. But when I had put 
off from my soul the lust thereof, and cast it from 
me, then was there revealed unto me the true 
good, to fear God and do his wills for this I saw 
to be the fountain of all good. ‘This also is called 
the beginning of wisdom, and perfect wisdom, 
For life is without pain and reproach to those 
that hold by her, and safe to those who lean 
upon her as upon the Lord. So, when I had set 
my reason on the unerring way of the command- 
ments of the Lord, and had surely learned that 
there is nothing foward or perverse therein, and 
that it is not full of chasms and rocks, nor of 
thoms and thistles, but lieth altogether smooth 
and even, rejoicing the eyes of the traveller with 
the Lrightest sights, making beautiful his feet, 
and shoeing them with “the preparation of 
‘the Gospel “of peace,” that he may walk safely 
and without delay, this way, then, T rightly chose 
above all others, and began to rebuild) my soul's 
habitation, whieh had fallen into ruin and decay. 

‘In such wise was I devising mine estate, and ofthe mice 
establishing mine unstable mind, when I heard the {sated 
Words of a wise teacher calling loudly to me thus, sos gt 
© Come ye out,” said he, “all ye that will to be saved. St 
Be ye ‘separate from the vanity of the world, 
for the fashion thereof quickly passeth away, and 
behold it shall not be. Come ye out, without 
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tuming back, not for nothing and without reward, 
but winning supplies for travelling to life eternal, 
for ye are like to joumey a long road, needing 
much supplies from hence, and to atrive at the 
place eternal that hath two regions, wherein are 
many mansions; one of which places God hath 
prepared for. them that love him and keep his 
commandments, full of all mamier of good things ; 
and they that attain thereto shall live for ever 
in ineorraption, enjoying immortality without death, 
where pain and sorrow and sighing are fled away. 
But the other place is fall of darkness and 
tribulation and pain, prepared for the devil and 
his angels, wherein also shall be east they who 
by evil deeds have deserved it, who have bartered 
the incorruptible and eternal for the present world, 
and have made themselves fel for eternal fire.” 

‘When I heard this voiee, and recognized the msiuso 
truth, I did my diligence to attain to that abode, Suse 
that is free from all pain and sorrow, and fall of #8!" 
security and all good things, whereof I have know- frasure ts 
ledge now only in part, being but a babe in my 
spiritual life, and seeing the sights yonder as through 
mirrors and riddles; but when that which is perfect 
is come, and I shall see face to face, then that which 
is in part shall be done away. Wherefore I thank 
God through Jesus Christ our Lord; for the law of 
‘the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free 
from the law of sin and of death, and hath opened mine 
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eyes to see clearly that the will of the flesh is death, 
but the will of the Spivit is life and peace, And 
even as I did discern the vanity of present things 
‘and hate them with a perfeet hatred, so likewise T 
counsel thee to decide thereon, that thou mayest 
! treat them as something alien and quickly passing 
away, and mayest remove all thy store from earth 
and lay up for thyself in the incorruptible world a 
‘trensure that ean not be stolen, wealth inexhaustible, 
in thnt place whither thou must shortly fare, that 
‘when thou comest thither thou mayest not be desti- 
tute, but be laden with riches, after the manner of 
that aptest of parables that I lately showed thee." 








xv 


Sar Toasaph unto the elder, «How then shall I be Pays 
able to send before me thither treasures of money and thesia of 
riches, that, when I depart hence I may find these "™¥ie 
unharmed and unwasted for my enjoyment? How 
| must T show my hatred for things present and lay 

hold on things eternal? This make thou right plain 

unto me.’ Quoth Barlaam, ‘The sending before thee 

‘of money to that eternal home is wrought by the 

hhands of the poor. For thus saith one of the 

prophets, Daniel the wise, unto the king of 
| Babylon, “Wherefore, O Prince, let_my counsel 
| ve acceptable unto thee, and redeem thy sins by 





almegiving, and thine iniquities by showing merey 
to the poor.” The Saviour also saith, “Make to 
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yourselves friends of the mammon of unrighteous- 
hess; that, when ye fail, they may receive you into 
everlasting habitations.” And, in divers places, the whia, 
Master maketh much mention of almsgiving and Gust 
liberality to the poor, as we learn in the Gospel, Sounentod 
Thus shalt thou most surely send all thy treasure 

before thee by the hands of the needy, for what- 

soever thou shalt do unto these the Master counteth 








n the recompense of benefits, he ev 
them that love bim, So in this ‘manner by seizing 
for uwhile the treasures of the darkness of this 
‘world, in whose slavery for n long time past thou 
ast Been miserable, thou shalt by these means rake 
ood provision for thy joumey, and by plundering 
another's goods thow shalt store all wp for thyself 
with things flecting and transient purchasing for 
Tiynelfthitys that nee stale and enduring. After 
wards, God working with thee, thou shalt perceive 
the uncertainty and inconstaney of the world, and 
‘ying fareell to all, shalt remove thy barque to 
anchor in the future, and, passing by the things that 
pass away, thou shalt hold to the things that we look 
for, the things that abide, Thou shalt depart from 
Gurkness andthe shadow of death, and "hate the 
world and the ruler of the world; and, counting thy 
perishable flesh thine enemy, thou shalt ran toward 
the light that is unapproachable, and taking, the 
Cross on thy shoulders, shalt. follow Christ, without 
ooking buek, that thou mayest also be glorified with 
him, and be made inheritor of the life that never 
changeth nor deceiveth.’ 

Toasaph said, ‘When thou spakest a minute past You, 
of despising all things, and taking up such a life of ixow 
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toil, was that an old tradition handed down from the ny wit 
‘teaching of the Apostles, or is this a late invention arty 
of your wits, which ye have chosen for yourselves as Vousth 
‘a more excellent way ?? 

‘The elder answered and said, ‘I teach thee no law Param 
introduced but yesterday, God forbid! but one given ues! 
unto us of old. For when a certain rich young Banict, 
man asked the Lord, “What shall I do to inherit pltsiana 
eternal life?” and boasted that: he had observed all : 
that was written in the Law, Jesus said unto him, 
“One thing thou lackest yet, Go sell all that thou 
‘hast und distribute unto the poor, and thou shalt have 
treasure in heaven, and eome, take up thy cross and 
follow me.” But when the young man heard this 
he was very, sorrowful : for he was very rich, And 
when Jesus saw that he was very sorrowful, he said, 
“How hardly shall they which have riches enter 
into the kingdom of God! For it is easier for a 
camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a 
rich mun to enter into the kingdom of God!" So, 
when all the Saints heard this command, they thought 
fit by all means to withdraw from this hardness. of 
riches. ‘They parted with all theirgoods, and by this 
distribution of their riches to the poor, laid up for them- 
selves eternal riches ; and they took up their Cross and 
followed Christ, some being inade perfect by martyr- 
dorm, even as T have already told thee and some-by 
the practice of self-denial falling not a whit short 
‘of those others in the life of the true philosophy, 
Know thou, then, that this is a command of Christ 
our King and God, which leadeth us from things 
corruptible and maketh us partakers of things ever- 
Jasting.’” 


fl 











217 


Mat vias 
ake xi, 
8 


Paine 


ST. JOHN DAMASCENE. 


Tlaraas ofy, ¢now 6 “Iodoag, xad obras 
dvarnalas obons Ths Toads grrooopias, was 
ob wrodnob fyrober axiuepov rovtort bv Blov; 

10 88 ybpan Enr Harrod pv ébfroaar ad fy- 
Aodaw, of relator 82 dxvotee xad dvadiorrar 
‘Oniyor dp, Kaba now & Képtos, of ris ovens 
$806 wad reORsppdons dBovrépor, rhs dveruérns 8 
nal mrarelas of mrelous. of yap xaBdmat ond 
giroxpnuarlas «al rév ris GdnBovlas Kaxdy 
drdyres, th xevf) 88 wal parala poarernebres 
BéEp, Buearoamdares adv txovaw, bs dre 
Bodovs davrods éxovelos deyrodsoarres dd- 
Roxpl Bermérp, wad der evayrlas lordueros rp 
raira tmirdrrqpre Oef, xa Blopior adh Kareyd~ 
jaro. uy) yap Kaira doyvotaa ris olkelas 
cornplas, Tas Hulas airs évboboa rats dddyous 
Gruplass, mayrayod mepupéperas, Sd. robTo 
ogupsucvos 3 Uposrys ry ‘mepuxeyynbony 
Gyovav vais rovabrass Yuxais, wal ris druxespbrys 
abrais dixdvos rhy raxtrnra Opnvav, Dever Thod 
dodptiad, tas mbre Papumdphion, val dyamire 
paraibrnra wal fyretre ypeibos; Bry vs kab ray 
Suerlpwv copar SiSacxddav, Beodoyixdraros 
dvfp, ovrgdov, ral roa rap’ éavrod mpooribds, 
Ueflog maou ds a derémrou suds Ka oxymdordens 190 
roomie Tio dsOpsran, fas wére Bapoxdpio; 
loarl dyamére paraibrara wah tyreire pebbos; 
bya re rv dvraiba Blov xad rhy spubly kab 73 
eepav BoEdpiov xa hy rarewhy Suvaorelay Kal 
Thy spevdouéenv ednueplay vmodauBavovres, & 
py ray éxbyrwy paddop dorly 4) rv Omicdvraw, 
218 


BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, wv. 129-130 


Said Toasaph, ‘If, then, this kind of philosophy be 
0 ancient and so silutary, how cometh it that so 
few folk now-a-days follow it?” 

‘The elder answered, ‘Many have followed, and do 
follow its but the greatest part hesitate and draw back. 
For few, saith the Lord, are the travellers along the 
strait and narrow way, but along the wide and broad 
way many, For they that have once been taken 
prisoners by the love of money, and the evils that 
‘come from the love of pleasure, and are given up to 
idle and vain. glory, are hardly to be torn therefrom, 
seeing that they “have of their own free will sold 
themselves ns slaves to a strange master, and setting 
Ehenelvos on the opposite side, to Cod, who gave 
these commands, are held in bondage to that other. 
For the soul thnt Iinth once rejected her own salva- 
tion, and given the reins to unreasonable lusts, is 
earied about hither and thither. ‘Therefore suith 
the prophet, mourning the folly that encompasseth 
such souls, and lamenting the thick darkness that 
lieth on them, “O ye sons of men, how long will ye 
be of heavy heart? Why love ye vanity, and soak 
after leasing?” And in the sane tone as he, but 
adding thereto some thing of his own, one of our 
‘wise teachers, a most exeellent divine, erieth aloud 
to all, as from some exceeding high place of vantage, 
0 ye sons of men, how long will ye be of heavy 
heart? Why love ye vanity and seck after leasing? 
‘Trow ye that this present life, and luxury, and 
these shreds of glory, and petty lordship and false 
prosperity ave any great thing?”—things which no 
more belong to those that possess them than to 
them that hope for them, nor to these latter any 
more than to those who never thought of them: 
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things like the dust carried and whirled about to 
and fro by the tempest, or vanishing as the smoke, 
or delusive as a dream, or intangible as a shadow; 
which, when absent, need not be despaired of by 
them that have them not, and, when present cannot 
be trusted by their owners. 

«This then was the commandment of the Saviow 
this the preaching of the Prophets and Apostle 
in such wise do all the Saints, by word aud deed, 
constrain us to enter the unerring road of virbu 
And though few walk therein and more choose the 
brond way that leadeth to destruction, yet not for 
this shall the life of this divine philosophy be min 
ished in fame, But as the sun, rising to shine on all, 
doth bounteously send forth his beams, inviting all 
to enjoy his light, even s0 doth our true philosophy, 
like the sun, lend with her light those that are her 
lovers, and warmeth and brighteneth them, But if 
any shut their eyes, and will not behold the light 
thereof, not for that must the sun be blamed, or 
scorned by others: still less shall the glory of his 
brightness be dishonoured through their silliness. 
But while they, self-deprived of light, grope like 
lind men along a wall, and fall into many. a ditch, 
and scratch out their eyes on many a bramble bush, 
the sun, firmly established on his own glory, shall 
illuminate them that gaze upon his beams with 
unveiled face, Even so shineth the light of Christ 
on all men abundantly, imparting to us of his 
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lustre. But every man shareth thereof in pro- 
portion to his desire and zeal. For the Sun of 
righteousness disappointeth none of them that would 

fix their gaze on him, yet doth he not compel those 

who willingly choose darkness; but every man, so 

ong as he is in this present life, desireth him by 

his own free will and choice, 

Tousaph asked,‘ Whatis free will and what is choice?” puri 
‘The elder mswered, ‘Free will is the willing of feet 
reasonable soul, moving without hindrance toward at sietee, 
whateve it wisheth, whether to virtue or to view, the 
soul being thus constituted by the Creator. Free will 
‘gain is the sovran motion of an intelligent. soul. 
Choice is desire accompanied by deliberition, or 
deliberation accompanied by desire for things that Iie 
in our power ; for in choosing we desire that which we 
have deliberately preferred. Deliberation is a motion 
towards enquiry ‘about actions posse to us j a ma 
delibernteth whether he ought. to pursue an object 
for no, Then he judgeth which is the better, and 
so uriseth judgement. ‘Then he is inclined towards 
it, and loveth that which was so judged by the de- 
liberative faculty, and this is called resolve ; for, if he 
judge n thing, and yet be not inclined toward 
the, thing that he hath judged, and love it not, 
it is not called resolve. ‘Then, after inclination 
toward it, there ariseth choice or rather selection, 

For ehoice is to choose one or other of two things in 
view, and to select this rather than that. And it is 
manifest that choice is deliberation pe dering. 
tion, and this from the very etymology. For that 
which is the ‘object of choice’” is the thing chosen . 
before the other thing. And no man preferreth « 
thing without deliberation, nor maketh w: choice 
223 





























ST. JOHN DAMASCENE, 


‘rat js} mpoxpluas. erretd} yap ob mavra ra Békay- 
cra iipav eb Exew ets kpyov deyaryetv mpoOvpodueba, 
rére mpoalpears wal mpoaiperdv yiveras 7 mpo- 
pully de ris Boudis, Bray poi thy Spek. 
kal ofro ovvdyeras poalpeow elvax Spetw 
Rovrevtuchy ray &g° yi 700 yap mpopierros 
de ris Bodie egueueta mpoaipoduevos, mace yap 
Bours mpdfews dena nad bid mpatar rab obro 
dans dv mpoaipboeas Bours *ryeirat, méons 88 
mpakeas mpoalpecrs. 81d robro ob pdvov ai mpci- 
Fus, GMa eal Th xard Sidvoay, drwa rds 
mpoaipéoess rapioraat, Kad areddvous ead Kod 
cas mpotaoiew. | épy) bp duaprias al, be 
kavonpayias npoalpeats. dorw dv trois &¢" sly 
karayoudin: dy yap ab évipyecas d) ipiy, rovray 
ral al mpdfus al ward Thy dipraay 48 fyi 
4g! siuiv 82 ai ward rly dperhy dvépyevas, €8 Hiv 
dpa eal ai dperal kvplas yap é@ sui dors 7d 
sfuxued mdvra wad rept dv Bovdevsueba. obras 
aefovelos Bovrevoplyav rv dvOpdmrey Kad 183 
airebovalws mpoapoyudvor, nal! boov dv mis 
mpoaipijrat, kara rosoiroy Kal pereyet 700 Belov 
gurds wad mpoxdrrres dv rots ris Gidoooplas emt- 
mbeiuacr Bagopal yap mpoaipiceas etal. Kad 
xabdrep twks rnyal idrov ee rv THs ys 
Ravyévov dvarepmduevas, ai ev ememodatos ris 
type deBrtoven, al 9 psepbo vs BabGrepor, al 
Mav Bablos, roirev 88 rv iBdrav 7d ydv poo 
fix exBditovra Kal rh yeboe yrura, 7a 8d 
Badins aepy Seva wa ddwupltovra y Beaditovra, 
real 7a udu dgpObvoos éxbiBsueva, ra 88 ward juxpov 


204 





BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, xv. 132-135 


without haying conceived a preference. For, since 
we are not zealous to cary into action all that 
seemeth good to us, choice only ariseth and the 
deliberately preferred only becometh the chosen, 
when desire is added thereto. ‘Thus we conclude 
that choice is desire accompanied by deliberation for 
things that lie in our power; in choosing we desire 
that which we have deliberately preferred. AN de: 
Tberation aimeth at action and dependeth on action 
md thus deliberation gocth before all choice, and 
choice before all action, For this reason not’ only 
four actions, but also our thoughts, inasmuch as they 

















ive ocension for choice, bring in their train crowns 
‘or punishments. For the beginning of sin and right 
coun dealing is choice, exercised in action possible 








to ux. Where the power of activity ix ous, there 
two are the actions that follow that activity. in 
‘our power, Virtuous activities are in our power, 
therefore in our power are virtues also; for we are 
absolute masters over all our souls’ affairs and all 
‘our deliberations. Since then it is of free will 
that men deliberate, and of free will that men 
choose, a man partaketh of the light divine, and 
advanceth in the practice of this philosophy in 
measure of his choice, for there are 
es of choice, And even as water-springs, 
issuing from the hollows of the earth, sometimes 
gush forth from the surface soil, andl sometimes from 
a lower soutee, and at other times from a grext 
depth, and even as some of these waters bubble 
forth continuously, and their taste is sweet, while 
others that come from deep wells are brackish or 
sulphurous, even as some pour furth in abundance 
while others flow drop by drop, thus, understand 
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thou, is it also with our choice. Some choices 

are swift and exceeding fervent, others languid 
| and cold: some have a bias entirely toward virtue, 

while others incline with all their force to its 
opposite. And like in nature to these choices are 
the ensuing impulses to action.” 





XVI 





Toasaru snid unto the elder, “Are there now tawny 
‘others, too, who preach the same doctrines as thou ? Sarit le 
Or avt thou to-day the only one that teucheth this Pm 
Intred of the present world ?* 

‘The other answered and suid, “In this your most 
unhappy country I know of none: the tyranny of 
thy father hath east all such to a thousand forms 
of death; and he hath made it his aim that the 
if of the knowledge of God be not once 
your midst. But in all other tongues. these 
doctrines are sung and glorified, by some in perfect 
truth, but by others perversely ; for the enemy of 
our souls hath made them decline from the straight 
road, and divided them by strange teachings, 
and taught them to interpret certain sayings of the 
Scriptures falsely, and not after the sense contained 
‘therein, But the truth is one, even that which was 
preached by the lovious Apostles and inspired 

uthers, and shineth in the Catholick Church above 
the brightness of the sun from the one end of the 
world unto the other ; and as an herald and teacher 
of that truth have I been sent to thee.” 
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Joasaph said unto him, ‘Hath my father leaned 
aught of these things?” 

The elder answered, “Clearly and duly he hath 
Jearned nanght ; for he stoppeth up his senses, and 
will not admit that which is good, being of his own 
free choice inclined to e 

«Would God,’ said Tonsaph, ‘that he too were w 
nstructed in these mysteries?” ‘The elderanswered, {uit 
‘The things that are impossible with men are 
possible with God. For how knowest thon whet 

thou shalt save thy sire, and in wondrous fashion 
dye styled the spivitual father of thy father ? 

“have heard that, onee upon a time, there was a tran, 
king who governed his kingdom right well, and {ilstit 
dealt Kindly and gently with his subjects, only hit 
failing in this point, that he was not rich i 
light of the knowledge of God, but held fast. to the ficeli he 
errors of idolatry, Now he hada counsellor, which was jn 
good man and endued with righteousness toward “it 
God and with all other virtuous wisdom, Grieved 
and vexed though he was at the error of the king, 
and willing to convince him thereof, he nevertheless 
drew back from the attempt, for fear that he might 
earn trouble for himself and his friends, and cut 
short those services which he rendered to others, 

Yet sought he a convenient season to draw his 
sovereign toward that which was good. One night 
the king said unto him, “Come now, let us go forth 
and walk about the city, if haply we may see some- 
thing to edify us.” Now while they were walking 
about the city, they saw a ray of light shining 
through an aperture, Fixing their eyes there- 
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‘on, they deseried an underground cavernous chamber, snd othe 
in the forefront of which there sat a man, plunged ite wboun® 
in poverty, and clad in rags and tatters. Beside him mutise” 
stood his wife, mixing wine, When the man took 23. 
the cup in his hands, she sung a clear sweet melody, !™ 
and delighted him by dancing and cozening him 

with flatteries. ‘The king’s companions observed this 

for a time, and marveled that people, pinched by 

such poverty as not to afford house and raiment, yet 

passed their lives in such good cheer ‘The king 

nid to his chief counsellor, Friend, how marvellous 

‘thing it fy, that our life, though bright with such 

honour and luxury, hath never pleased uy so well as 

this poor amd miserable life doth delight: and rejoice 

these fools: and that this life, which appeareth to us 

so cruel and abominable, is to them sweet and 
alluring!" ‘The chief counsellor seized the happy 
‘moment and said, “But to thee, O king, how seemeth 

their life?” Ofall that { have ever seen,” quoth 

the king, “the most hateful and wretched, the most, 
loathsome and abhorrent.” Then spake the chief su bow 
‘counsellor unto hina, “Such, know thou well, O king, hnisaat 
and even more unendurable is our life reckoned thesning of 
by those who are initiated into the sight of the hath 
mysteries of yonder everlasting glory, and the 
Dlessings that puss all understanding. Your palaces 
glittering with gold, and these splendid garments, 

and all the delights of this life are more loathsome 

than filth and dung in the eyes of those that 
know the unspeakable beauties of the tabernacles 
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in heaven made without hands, and the apparel 
‘woven by God, and the incorruptible diadems which 
God, the Creator and Lord of all, hath prepared 
for them that love him. For like as this couple 

{were accounted fools by us, so much the more are 
‘we, who go astray in this world and please ourselves 
in this false glory and senseless pleasure, worthy of 
Tamentation and tenrs in the eyes of those who have 
tasted of the sweets of the bliss beyond.” 

















When the king heard this, he became as one tow Yo 
dumb. He said, Who then are these men that tyinw ot 
live w life better thin ours?” “AIL,” said the chief. ster 


‘counsellor “who prefer the eternal to the temporal.” 
Again, when the king desired to know what the 
eternal might be the other replied, “A kingdom 
that knoweth no succession, a life that is not sul 
unto death, riches that dread no poverty : joy and 
gladness that have no share of grief and vexation ; 
perpetual peace free from all hatred and love of 
st Blessed, thrice blessed are they that are 
found worthy of these enjoyments! Free from pain 
‘and free from toil is the life that, they shall live for 
ever, enjoying without Inbour all the sweets and 
pleasaunee of the kingdom of God, and reigning 
‘with Christ world without end.” 

"© And who is worthy to obtain this?” asked the 
king. ‘The other answered, “AN they that hold on 
the road that leadeth thither; for none forbiddeth 
entrance, if a man but will.” 

*Said ‘the king, “And what is the way that 
Denreth thither?” That, bright. spirit answered, 
“To know the only trae God, and Jesus Christ, 
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only-begotten Son, and the Holy and quickening 
Spirit.” 

©The king, endowed with understanding worthy ana yas tot 
of the purple, said unto him, What hath hindered {3?"2 


thee until now from doing me to wit of these things? iy 


For they appear to me too good to be put off or 
passed over, if they indeed be true ; and, if they be 
Goubtful, I must search diligently, until I find the 
truth without shadow of doubt.” 

“The chief counsellor said, “Tt was not from 
negligence or indilference that I delayed to make 
this known unto thee, for it fs trae and beyond 
question, but "twas b Lrevereneed the excel- 
-leney of thy majesty, lest thou mightest think: me a 
meddler, If therefore thou bid thy servant put 
thee in mind of these things for the future, I shall 
‘obey thy behest,” «Yea, 
every day only, but, every’ hour, 
remembrance thereof: for it behoveth ws not to tum 
four mind inattentively to these things, but with 
very fervent zeal.” 

7 “We have heard, said Barlaain, ‘that this king 
lived, for the time to come, a godly life, and, having 

brought his days without tempest to an end, filed 

not to gain the felicity of the world to come, If 

then at a convenient season one shall call these 

things to thy father’s mind also, peradventure he 

shall understand and know the dire evil in which 

he is held, and turn therefrom and choose the good; 

since, for the present at least, “he is blind anc 

not see afar off,” having deprived himself of the true 

light and being a deserter of his own accord to the 

darkness of ungodliness.’ 
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Toasaph said unto him, ‘The Lord undertake my 1 
father’s matters, as he ordereth! For, even as thou js 
sayest, the things that are impossible with men, are "4 
possible with him, But for myself, thanks to thine 
‘unsurpassable speech, I renounce the vanity of things 
present, and am resolved to withdraw from them 
altogether, and to spend the rest of my life with 

thee, lest, by means of these transitory and fleeting, 
things, I lose the enjoyment of the etemal and 
incorruptible.’ 

‘The elder answered him, ‘This do, aud thou yeh 
shalt be like unto a youth of grent understanding of ft 
who I have heard tell, that was born of ich and ou 
distinguished parents, For him his father sought in fo a¥eh 
marriage the exceeding fair young daughter of a init’ 
‘man of high rank and wealth, But when he come #" 
muned with his son concerning the espousals, and 
{informed him of his action, the son thought it 
strange and il-sounding, and cast it off, and left 
his father and went into exile. On his journey he 
found entertainment in the house of a poor old man, 
where he rested awhile during the heat of the day. 

Now this poor man’s daughter, his only child, a 
virgin, was sitting before the door, and while she 
wronght with her hands, with her lips she loudly ‘eiue, 


sang the praises of God with thanksgiving from the mth to 





























hymn of praise and said, “Damsel, what is thine and int” 
employment? and wherefore, poor and needy as 
‘thou art, givest thou thanks ax though for great 
blessings, singing praise to the Giver?” She 
answered, “Knowest thou not that, as a little 
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‘medicine often times delivereth a man from great 
ailments, even so the giving of thanks for small 
mercies winneth great ones? Therefore I, the 
daughter of a poor old man, thank and bless God for 
‘these small mereies, knowing that the Giver thereof 
is able to give even greater gifts. And this applieth own 
Dut to those external thingy that axe not our own vie to” 
from whence there accrueth no gain to those who" 
possess much (not to mention the loss that often 
ariseth), nor cometh there harm to those who have 
Jess: for both sorts journey along the same road, and 
hasten to the same end. But, in things most neces- 
sary and vital, many and grent the blessings that L 
have enjoyed of my Lord, without number and 
beyond compare, I have been made in the image 
‘of God, and have gained the knowledge of him, and 
have been endowed with reason beyond all the 
Deusts, and have been called again from death unto 
life, through the tender merey of our God, and have 
reevived power to share in his mysteries; and the 
gate of Paradise hath been opened to me, allowing 
me to enter without hindranee, if I will. Wherefore 
for gifts so many and so fine, shared alike by rich 
‘and poor, I indeed in no wise praise him as I ought, 
yet if I fail to render to the Giver this little hymn 
of praise, what excuse shall I have?” 

Phe youth, astonished at her wit, called to her 
father, and said unto him, “Give me thy daughter 
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for I love her wisdom and piety.” But the elder said, 
“Tt is not possible for thee,*the son of wealthy 
parents, to take this a beggar’s daughter.” —Agnin 

the young man said, “Yea, but I will take her, ws, wy 
unless thou forbid: for a daughter of noble and gaits! 
wealthy family hath been betrothed unto me in sue 
snarriage, and her I have east off ad taken to flight, Puratiy 
But: I have fallen in love with thy daughter because 

of her righteousness to God-ward, and her disereet 
wisdom, and I heartily desire to wed hes.” But the 

old man said unto him, “1 cannot give her unto 

thee, to carry away to thy father's house, and depart 

her from mine arms, for she is mine only ebild,’ 

“But,” suid the youth, I will abide here with your 

folk and adopt your manner of life.” ‘Thereupon he 
stripped him of hix own goodly raiment, and asked 

for the old man's clothes and put them on, When 

the father had much tried his purpose, and proved 

hhim in manifold ways, and know that his intent was 

fixed, and that it was no light passion that Ted ira 

to ask for his daughter, but love of godliness that, 
constrained him to embrace a life of poverty, he 

took him by the hand, and brought him into his 
treasure-house, where he showed him inuch riches 

Jaid up, andl a vast heap of money, such as the young, 

man had never beheld. And he said unto him, 
Son, all these things give I unto thee, forasmueh 

ay thou hast chosen to become the husband to my 
daughter, and also thereby the heir of all my sub- 
stance.” "So the young man acquired the inheritance, 

and surpassed ail ‘the famous and. wealthy men of 
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XVI 


Sa Toasaph unto Barlaam, ‘This story also taser 
fitly setteth forth mine own estate. Whence also Mpietthe 
me thinketh that thou hadst me in mind when s 
thou spakest it, But what is the proof whereby 
thou scokest to know the steadfastness of my 
purpose ?” 

Said the elder, I have already proved thee, and tata 
! known how wise and steadfast is thy purpose, and }{3°"" 
how truly upright is thine heart, But the end hwmaity, | 
of thy fortune shall confirm it. For this enuse I Shad 
bow my knees unto our God glorified in ‘Three prs stcea, 
Persons, the Maker of all things visible and invisible, 
who verily is, and is for ever, that never had 
beginning of is glorious being, nor hath end, 
the terrible and almighty, the good and pitiful, 
| that he may enlighten the eyes of thine heart, 

and give thee the spirit of wisdom and revelation 
in the: knowledge of him, that thou mayest know 
| what is the hope of his calling, and what the 
riches of the gloty of his inheritance in the Saints, 
and what is the exceeding greatness of his power 
to us-ward who believe ; that thou mayest be no 
more a stranger and sojoumer, but a fellow-citizen 
with the Saints, and of the household of God, 
-being built upon the foundation of the Apostles - 
| and Prophets, Jesus Christ our Lord himsels being 
the hie cornerstone, in rhom all the building 
tly frame jer groweth unto an holy temple 
inthe Lora Ss a, 
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Toasaph, keenly pricked at the heart, said, ¢ All 
this I too long to learn: and I beseech thee make 
Known to me the riches of the glory of God, and 
the exceeding greatness of his power.” 

Barlaam siid unto him, (I pray.God to teach whit 
thee this, and to plant in thy soul the knowledge fivmu 
of the same; since with men it is impossible that ""™'°!" 
his glory and power be told, yea, even if the tongues 
‘of all men that now are were combined in one. 
| For, as saith the Evangelist and Divine, “No man 
hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, 
which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath 
declared him.” But the glory and majesty of the 
invisible and infinite God, what son of earth shall 
skill to comprehend it, save he to whom he himself 
shall’ reveal it, in so far as he will, as he hath 
revealed it to his Prophets and Apostles? But 
wwe learn it, so far as in us lieth, by their teaching, 
and from the very nature of the world. For the 
Scripture saith, “The heavens declare the glory 
(of God, and the firmament sheweth his handi- 

work”; and, “The invisible things of him from 

the ereation of the world are clearly understood by 

the things that are made, even his eternal power 

and Godhead.” 

“Even as a man, beholding an house splendidly sto sown 

f and skilfully builded, or a vessel fairly framed, taketh mead’? 

note of the builder or workman and marvelleth Matift x 

thereat, even so I that was fashioned out of nothing 

and brought into being, though I cannot see the 
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maker and provider, yet from his harmonious and 
marvellous fashioning of me have come to the 
knowledge of his wisdom, not to the full measure 
of that wisdom, but to the full compass of my 
powers; yea I have seen that I was not brought 
forth by chance, nor made of “myself, but that 
he fashioned me, as it pleased him, and set, me 
to have dominion over his creatures, howbeit making 
‘me lower than some ; that, when I was broken, he 
re-created me with a better renewal; and that he 
| ghall draw me by his divine will from this world 
‘and place me in that other life that is endless and 
eternal ; and that in nothing I could withstand the 
might of his providence, nor add anything to myself 
nor take anything away, whether in stature or bodily 
form, and that I shall not be able to renew for 
myself that which is waxen o18, nor raise that which 
| hath been destroyed. For mever was man able 
to accomplish aught of these things, neither king, 
nor wise man, nor rich man, nor ruler, nor any 
other that pursueth the tasks of men. For he saith, 
©There is mo king, or mighty man, that had 
any other beginning of birth, For all men have one 
entrance into life, and the like going out.” 

So from mine own nature I was led by the hand andin ene 
to the knowledge of the mighty working of the Wtitin 
Creator; and at the same time I thought upon the 
well-ordered structure and preservation of the whole 
creation, how that in itself it is subject everywhere 
to variableness and change, in the world of thought 
by choice, whether by advance in the good, or 
departure from it, in the world of sense by birth 
and decay, inerease and decrease, and change in 
quality and motion in space. And thus all things 
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proclaim, by voices that cannot be heard, that they 
were created, and are held together, and preserved, 
and ever watched over by the providence of the 
unereate, unturning and unchanging God. Else 
how could diverse elements have met, for the 
consummation of a single world, one with another, 
and remained inseparable, unless some almighty 
power had knit them together, and still were 
keeping them from dissolution? “For how could 
anything have endured, if it had not been his will? 
| or been preserved, if not called by him?” as saith 
the Scripture. 
| ‘A ship holdeth not together without asteersman, sd yowth 
but easily foundereth ; and a small house shall not ttt, 
stand without a protector. How then hath the meter 
| world subsisted for long ages,—a work so great, and evidence, 
s0 fair and wondrous,—without some glorious mighty 
and marvellous steersmanship and all-wise pro- 
vidence? Behold the heavens, how long they have 
stood, and have not been darkened : and the earth 
hath not been exhausted, though ‘she hath been 
bearing offspring so long. ‘The water-springs have 
not failéd to gush out since they were made. ‘The 
sea, that receiveth so many rivers, hath not exceeded. 
her measure. The courses of Sun and Moon have 
not varied: the order of day and night hath not 
changed. From all these objects is declared unto us 
the unspeakable power and magnificence of God, 
witnessed by Prophets and Apostles. But no man 
can fitly conceive or sound forth his glory. For the 
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holy Apostle, that had Christ speaking within him, 
after perceiving all objects of thought and sense, 

still said, “We know in part, and we prophesy in 

part. But when that which is perfect is come, 

then that which is in part shall be done away.” 

| Wherefore also, astonied at the infinite riches of his 

wisdom and Jenowledge, he cried for all to understand, 

“0 the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judg- 

ments, and his ways past finding out!” 

‘Now, if he, that attained unto the third wna, 
heaven and heard such unspeakable words, uttered Faun, 
such sentences, what man of my sort shall have Somsiding 
strength to look eye to eye upon the abysses of such 
mysteries, or speak rightly thereof, or think meetly 
of the things whereof we speak, unless the very 
. leader of wisdom, and the amender of the unwise, 

J ‘vouchsafe that power? For in his hand are we and 
our words, and all prudence and knowledge of wisdom 
is with him. And he himself hath given us the true 
understanding of the things that are; to know the 
structure of the world, the working of the elements, 
the beginning, end and middle of times, the changes 
of the solstices, the succession of seasons, and how he 
hath ordered all things by measure and weight. For 
he can shew his great strength at all times, and who 
may withstand the power of his arm? For the whole 
world before him is as a little grain of the balance, 
‘yea, as a drop of the morning dew that falleth down 
‘upon the earth. But he hath merey upon all; for he 
can do all things, and winketh at the sins of men, 
eeause they should amend, For he abhoreeth 
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nothing, nor turneth away from them that run unto 
him, he, the only good Lord and lover of souls. 
Blessed be the holy name of his glory, praised and 
exalted above all for ever! Amen,’ 


XVII 


Toasavn said unto him, ‘If thow hadst for 
time considered, most, wise Sir, how thou mightest 





that 1 propounded, methinks thou couldest not have 
done it better than by uttering such words as thou 
hast now spoken unto me, Thou hast taught me 
‘that God fs the Maker and preserver of all things 5 
and in unanswerable language thou hast. shown me 
that the glory of his majesty is incomprehensible to 
human rensonings, and that no man is able to attain 
thereto, except those to whom, by his behest, he 
revealeth it, Wherefore am I lost in amaze at 
thine eloquent wisdom. 


Tong teaurhs 


vit 


into 
best declare to me the explanation of the questions tian 


“But tell me, good Sir, of what age thou art, and and shet 


in what manner of place is thy dwelling, and who 
fare thy fellow philosophers ; for my soul hangeth 
fast on thine, and fain would I never be parted from 
thee all the days of my life 

The elder said, “Mine age is, as I reckon, forty and 
five years, and in the deserts of the land of Senaar 
do T dwell. For my fellow combatants I have those 
who labour and contend together with me on the 
course of the heavenly joumey.’ : 
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«What sayest thou?” quoth oasaph, ‘Thou rouaphie 
‘seemest to me upwards of seventy years old. How yh 
speakest thou of forty and five? Herein methinks te, 
thou tellest not the truth.’ 

Barlaam said unto him, “If tt be the number of bt ienotn 
years from my birth that thou askest, thou hast well bw ty 
reckoned them at upwards of seventy. But, for yumi 
myself, I count not amongst the number of my days 
the years that I wasted in the vanity of the world. 
When I lived to the flesh in the bondage of sin, I 
was dead in the inner man; and those years of 
deadness I can never call years of life. But nowthe 
world hath heen erucified to me, and I to the world, 
and I have put off the old man, which is corrupt 
according to the deceitful lusts, and live no longer to 
the flesh, but Christ liveth in me; and the life that 
I live, I live by the faith of the Son of God, who 
loved me and gave himself for me. And the years, 
that have passed since then, I may rightly call years 
of life, and days of salvation. And in numbering these 
‘at about forty and five, I reckoned by the true tale, 
not off the mark, So do thou also alway hold by 
this reckoning ; and be sure that there is no true life 
for them that are dead to all good works, and live 
{in sin, and serve the world-ruler of them that are 
dragged downward, and waste their time in pleasures 
‘and lusts : but rather be well assured that these are 
dead and defunct in the activity of life. For a wise 
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‘man hath fitly called sin the death of the immortal 

soul. And the Apostle also saith, “When ye were 

the servants of sin, ye were free from righteousness. 

What fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye 

are now ashamed? for the end of those things is 

death. But now bemg made free from sin, and 

become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto 

holiness, and the end everlasting life. For the wages 

of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life.””” 
Toasaph said unto him, ‘Since thou reckonest not 

the life in the flesh in the measure of life, neither 

canst thou reckon that death, whieh all men undergo, 

as death 
The elder answered, ‘ Without doubt thus think partum 

I of these matters also, and fear this temporal death (2"2\2"" 

never a whit, nor do I call it death at all, if only it 3a ot 

overtake me walking in the way of the command-” 

ments of God, but rather a passage from death to 

the better and more perfect life, which is hid in 

Christ, in desire to obtain which the Saints were 

impatient of the present, Wherefore saith the 

Apostle, “We know that if our earthly house of 

this tabernacle be dissolved, we have a building 

of God, a house not made with hands, eternal in 

the heavens. For in this we groan, earnestly 

desiring to be clothed upon with our house which 

is from heaven: if s0 be that being clothed we shall 

not be found naked. For we that are in this 

tabernacle do groan, being burdened : not for that 

we would be unclothed, but clothed upon, that 

mortality might be swallowed up of life.” And 
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again, “O wretched man that I am! who shall 
deliver me from the body of this death?” And 
once more, “I desire to depart and be with Christ.” 
And the prophet saith, “When shall I come to 
appear before the presence of God?” Now that I, 
the least of all men, choose not to fear bodily death, 
thou mayest learn by this, that I have set at nought 
thy father’s threat, and come boldly unto thee, and 
have preached to thee the tidings of salvation, 
though I knew for sure that, if this came to his 
knowledge, he would, were that possible, put me to 
a thousand deaths. But I, honouring the word of 
God afore all things, and longing to win it, dread not 
‘temporal death, nor reckon it at all worthy of such 
‘an appellation, in obedience to my Lord’s command, 
which saith, “Fear not them which kill the body, 
but are not able to kill the soul : but rather fear him, 
which is able to destroy both soul and body in 
hell.” 

«These then, 
‘that true philosophy, that far surpass the nature of: 









id Toasaph, ‘are the good deeds of fou 


life. Blessed are ye that hold to so noble a 
purpose! But tell me truly what is thy manner of 
life and that of thy companions in the desert, and 
from whence cometh your raiment and of what sort 
may it be? Tell me as thou lovest trath.” 

Said Barlaam, ‘Our sustenance consisteth of 
acoms and herbs that we find in the desert, watered 
by the dew of heaven, and in obedience to the Crea- 
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tor’s command; and for this there is none to fight 
and quarrel with us, seeking by the rule and law of 
covetousness to snatch more than his share, but in 
abundance for all is food provided from unploughed 
lands, and a ready table spread. But, should any 
of the faithful brethren im the neighbourhood bring . 
a Dlessed dole of bread, we receive it as sent by 
providence, and bless the faith that brought it. 
Our raiment is of hair, sheepskins or shirts of palm 
fibre, all thread-bare and much patched, to mortify 
the frailty of the flesh. We wear the same clothing 
winter and summer, which, onee put on, we may on 
no account put off until it be old and threadbare. 
For by thus afficting our bodies with the constraints 
of cold and heat we purvey for ourselves the vesture 
of our future robes of immortality.” 

Toasaph said, “But whence cometh this garment tasiun 
that thou wearest ?" The elder answered, ‘I received Sond” 
it as a loan from one of our faithful brethren, Secu 
when about to make my journey unto thee; jfor 
it behoved me not to arive in mine ordinary dress. 

If one had a beloved kinsinan carried eaptive into a 
foreign land, and wished to recover him thence, 
‘one would lay aside one’s own clothing, and put 
fon the guise of the enemy, and pass into their 
country and by divers crafts deliver one’s friend 
from that cruel tyranny. Even so I also, having 
een made aware of thine estate, clad myself in 
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this dress, and came to sow the seed of the divine 
message in thine heart, and ransom thee from 
‘the slavery of the dread ruler of this world. And 
now behold by the power of God, as far as in me lay, 
I have accomplished my ministry, announcing to 
thee the knowledge of him, and making known 
unto thee the preaching of the Prophets and 
Apostles, and teaching thee unerringly and soothly 
the vanity of the present life, and the evils that 
teem in this world, which cruelly deceiveth them 
that trust therein, and taketh them in many a 
gin; Now must I retum thither whence I came, 
and thereupon dof this robe belonging to another, 
and don mine own again.” 

Toasaph therefore begged the elder to shew guishen 
himself in his wonted apparel. ‘Then did Barlaam orn 
strip off the mantle that he wore, and lo, a terrible feenitne 
sight met loasaph's eyes: for all the fashion of dink’ 
his flesh was wasted away, and his skin blackened 
by the scorching sun, and drawn tight over his 
bones like an hide stretched over thin canes. And 
he wore an hair shirt, sti’ and rough, from his loins 
| to his knees, and over his shoulders there hung 
* a coat of like sort-t 

But Loasaph, being sore amazed at the hardship of his touep 
austere life, and astonished at his excess of endurance, foes 
burst into tears, and said to the elder, “Since thou 

imate and Starr” Soo ke Sop’ Gresko, 
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art come to deliver me from the slavery of the devil, 
crown thy good service to me, and “bring my soul 

out of prison,” and take me with thee, and let us 

‘go hence, that I may be fully ransomed from this 
Aeceitful world and then receive the seal of saving 
Baptism, and share with thee this thy marvellous 
philosophy, and this more than human discipline.” 

But Barlaam snd unto him, A certain rich man Baas, 
once reared the fawn of a gazelle which, when grown tetas 
up, was impelled by natural desire to long for the £39 tit, 
desert. So on a day she went out and found an herd 
of guzelles browsing ; and, after that, she would roam "2" 
through the ghdes of the forest, returning at 
evenfall, but issuing forth at dawn, through the 
heedlesmess of her keepers, to herd with her wild 
companions. When these removed, to graze further 
afield, she followed them. But the rich man’s 
servants, when they learned thereof, mounted on 
horseback, and gave chase, and caught the pet fawn, 
and brought her home again, and set her in captivity 
for the time to come. But of the residue of the 
herd, some they killed, und roughly handled others. 
Even so I fear that it may happen anto us also snd 
if thou follow me; that I may be deprived of thy {2% 
fellowship, and bring many ills to my comrades, 
and everlasting damnation to thy father. But this 
is the will of the Lord concerning thee ; thou now 
indeed must be signed with the seal of holy Baptism, 
and abide in this country, cleaving to all righteous- 
ness, and the fulfilling of the commandments of 
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Christ; but when the Giver of all good things 
shall give thee opportunity, then shalt thou come 
to us, and for the remainder of this present life 
we shall dwell together; and I trust in the Lord 
in the world to come we shall not be parted 





Toasaph, in tears, said unto him, «Tf this be love, 
the Lord's pleasure, his will be done! For the rest, sim te 
perfect ame in holy Baptism. ‘Chen veceive at my iat 
hands money and garments for the support and 
clothing both of thyself and thy companions, and 

depart to the place of thy monastic life, aud the 

peace of God be thy guard! But cease not to make 
supplications on my behalf, that 1 may not fall away 

from my hope, but may soon be able to reach thee, 

and in peace profound may enjoy thy ministration.’ 

Barlaamn answered, ‘Nought forbiddeth thee to yetnutian 
receive the seal of Christ. Make thee ready now ; fin" 
and, the Lord working with thee, thou shalt be 
perfected. But as concerning the money that. thou 
didst promise to bestow on my companions, how 
shall this be, that thou, a poor man, shouldest give 
alms to the rich? ‘The rich always help the poor, 
not the needy the wealthy. And the least of all my 
comrades is incomparably vicher than thou. But I 
trust in the mercies of God that thou too shalt soon 
be passing rich as never afore: and then thou wilt 
not be ready to distribute.’ 

Toasaph said unto him,‘ Make plain to me this 
saying; how the least of all thy companions 


267 








Poi 8 


ST. JOHN DAMASCENE, 


Eralpov imépeeiral pov 7 mrobre, obomep 
rOnng outiy dernnoctvn xat coxdrn tadaume- 159 
peicba wraxeta mpd puxpod ereyes, was 58 viv 
pay rlinrd pe dmoxadals, bray 88 breprrovriow 
ob ebperdBorou yevtaBar Meyers Tov ciperdboroy 
viv Raita sears } 

‘0 8&8 Bapradp amexpivaro: OF mrayele 
rotrovs tpny radarwepeisbat, add wrovro 
xopiv dxevirp. 7d yap del trols xpyhyace 
mpoarBlvar ypiuara, val yi) As Spyis xad- 
volabat, GdAd kal mrevordpwy dxoparos épt- 
‘yeaBat, roir0 revias doxdrns dori. rods 88 ray 
rrapivrey pov imepiSivras 86y rév alaviev, 
kal oxiBaha raira fynoapévous, la Xpurrby 
piv eepdjawos; racav 81 Bpopdrov ead évbv- 
pdrov Grobepévous pépynay eal 76 Kuplo 
ratray emipplyravras, ebdpanonbrous 88 7h 
dernola, ds obe dy Tes rv pidoxdcpav ebdpar- 
Gein mrobry kal xprpasr BpiBov, Kad roy 
mhobrov ris dperfs agOevas tavrois cvvayno- 
xéras, tals Ariat re ray dredeurfroy pepo- 
pbrovs dyabay, elebras Thovowrépous cov kal 
rédans ris emvyelov Basidelas xarkoarus. 70d 
82 Gcod cuvepyobvrés cot, edo al abrds 
ris rowadrns mvevparieiis epiovolas, forep é 
dogarelq tnpiov eal ro) mrelovos ded Buealas 
Udeduevos, ob dy Bedsjoeds 7 ratrrys karaxevoby 
Bras. airy dp corw adnBis mepiovalar § 8 
700 aloOnrod mrovrou dros Brdrpere wadrov 
rods airod gious #) dgedjoer. elxdras obv 
relay toxdrmy roiroy dmexddeoa, beep of 
epacrat rv oipavlon dyaBiav wdven drapnod- 
268 





g 











BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, xvi. 158-159 


surpasseth me in riches—thou saidest but now that 
they lived in utter penury, and were pinched by 
extreme poverty—and why thou callest me a poor 
man, but sayest that, when I shall be passing rich, 1, 
who am ready to distribute, shall be ready to 
distribute no more.” 

Barlaam answered, ‘I said not that these men so 


were pinched by poverty, but that they plume tityesime 
Een 


‘themselves on their inexhaustible wealth. For to f= 
be ever adding money to money, and never to curb "th 
the passion for it, but insatiably to covet more and 
‘more, betokeneth the extreme of poverty. But 
those who despise the present for love of the eternal 
and count it but dung, if only they win Christ, who 
have laid aside all care for meat and raiment and 
cast that care on the Lord, and rejoice in penury as no 
lover of the world could rejoice, were he rolling 
in riches, who have laid up for themselves 
plenteously the riches of virtue, and are fed by the 
hope of good things without end, may more fitly be 
termed rich than thou, or any other earthly 
kingdom. But, God working with thee, thoa shalt 
lay hold on such spiritual abundance that, if thou 
keep it in safety and ever rightfully desire more, 
‘thou shalt never wish to dispend any part of it. 
‘This is true abundance: but the mass of material 
riches will damage rather than benefit its friends. 
Meetly therefore called I it the extreme of poverty, 
which the lovers of heavenly blessings utterly 
renounce and eschew, and flee from it, as a man 
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fleeth from an adder. But if I take from thee and 
80 bring back to life that foe, whom my comrades 

‘in discipline and battle have slain and trampled 

under foot, and carry him back to them, and so be 

the oceasion of wars and lusts, then shall I verily be 

unto them an evil angel, which heaven forfend ! 

“Let the same, I pray thee, be thy thoughts about Ho uiguetn 
raiment, As for them that have put off the aim Pefie” 
corruption of the old man, and, as fir as possible, Us" My 
cast away the robe of disobedience, and put on ttm 
Christ as 0 coat of salvation and garment of gladness, 
how shall [again clothe these in their conts of 
Ihide, and gird them about with the covering of shame? 

But be assured that my companions have no need of 
such things, bat nre content with their hard life in 
the desert, and reckon it the truest luxury ; and 
bestow thon on the poor the money and garments 
which thou promisedst to give unto our monks, and 
lay up for thyself, for the time to come, treasure 
that cannot be stolen, and by the orisons of 
these poor folk make God thine ally; for thus 
shalt thow employ thy riches as an help toward 
noble things. ‘Then also put on the whole armour 
of the Spirit, having thy loins girt about with truth, 
and having on the breast plate of righteousness, and 
‘wearing the helmet of salvation, and having thy feet 
shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace, 
and taking in thine hands the shield of faith, and 
the sword of the spirit, which is the word of God. 
And, being thus excellently armed and guarded on 
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‘every side, in this confidence go forth to the warfare 
against ungodliness, until, this put to flight, and 
its prince, the devil, dashed headlong to the earth, 
thou be adorned with the crowns of victory from the 
right hand of thy master, the Lord of life,” 


XIX 


With such like doctrines and saving words aid tun 
Barlaam instruct the king’s son, and fit him for holy |", 
Baptism, charging him to fast and pray, necording to" 
custom, several days ; and he ceased not to resort unto 
him, teaching him every article of the Catholick 
Faith and expounding him the Gospel, Moreover 
he interpreted the Apostolick exhortations and the 
sayings of the Prophets: for, taught of God, Burlaam 
had alway ready on his lips the Old and New 
Scripture; and, being stirred by the Spirit, he 
enlightened his young disciple to see the true know- 
ledge of God. But on the day, whereon the prince 
should be baptized, he taught: him, saying, «Behold 
thou art moved to receive the seal of Christ, and be 
signed with the light of the countenance of the 
Lord: and thou becomest a son of God, and temple 
of the Holy Ghost, the giver of life. Believe thou sestructing 
therefore in the Father, and in the Son, and in the 4S! 
Holy Ghost, the holy and life-giving Trinity, pete 
glorified in three persons and one Godhead, diferent 
indwed in persons and personal properties, but united 
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in substance; acknowledging one God unbegotten, 
the Father; and one begotten Lord, the Son, light 
of light, very God of very God, begotten before all 
wworlds; for of the good Father is begotten the good 
Son, and of the unbegotten light shone forth the 
everlasting light; and from very life came forth the 
life-giving spring, and from original might shone 
forth the might ofthe Son, who is the brightness of 
his glory and the Word in personality, who was in 
the beginning with God, and God without beginning 
and without end, by whom all things, visible and 
invisible, were made: knowing also one Holy Ghost, 
which proceedeth from the Father, perfect, life-giv- 
ing and sanctitying God, with the sume will, the 
‘same power, coéternal and impersonate. Thus there- 
fore worship thou the Father, and the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost, in three persons or properties ‘and one 
Godhead. For the Godhead is common of the three, 
and one is their nature, one their substance, one 
their glory, one their kingdom, one their might, one 
their authority ; but it is common of the Son and of 
the Holy Ghost that they are of the Father; and it 
is proper of the Father that he is unbegotten, and of 
‘the Son that he is begotten, and of the Holy Ghost 
that he proceedeth. 

“This therefore be thy belief; but seek not to-gnd stan 
understand the manner of the generation or pro- Mfm "2, 
cession, for itis incomprehensible. In uprightness of toast 
heart and without question accept the truth that the 
Father,-and the Son, and the Holy Ghost, are in all 
Paints one except in the being unbegotten, and 
begotten, and proceeding; and that the only- 
begotten Son, the Word of God, and God, for our 
salvation came down from heaven, by the good 
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pleasure of the Father, and, by the operation of the 
Holy Ghost, was conceived without seed in the 
womb of Mary the holy Virgin and Mother of God, 
by the Holy Ghost, and was born of her without 
defilement and was made perfect man; and that he 
is perfect God and perfect man, being of two 
natures, the Godhead and the manhood, and in 
two natures, endowed with reason, will, activity, 
and free will, and in all points perfect according to 
‘the proper rule and lnw in either ease, that is in the 
Godhead and the manhood, and in one united 
person. And do thou receive these things without 

juestion, never seeking to know the manner, how 

1e Son of God emptied himself, and was made man 
of the blood of the Virgin, without seed and without 
defilement; or what is this meeting in one person 
of two natures? For by faith we are taught to hold 
fast those things that have been divinely taught us 
out of Holy Scripture; but of the manner we are 
ignorant, and cannot declare it. 

“Believe thou that the Son of God, who, of his fotaithot 
tender merey was made man, took upon him all the tatem 
affections that are natural to man, and ave blameless te lard 
(he hungered and thirsted and slept and was weary tii, 
and endured agony in his human nature, and for our 
transgressions ‘was led to death, was crucified and 
was buried, and tasted of death, his Godhead 
continuing without suffering and without change : 
for we attach no sufferings whatsoever to that nature 
which is free from suffering, but we recognize him - 
as suffering and buried in that nature which be 
assumed, and in his heavenly glory rising again 
from the dead, and in immortality: ascending into 
heaven); and believe that. he shall come again, with 


277 











ST. JOHN DAMASCENE 


Bsgqs epivae Lavras nal vexpods ole abros olde 
Réyois BeoeBerrépov eduares, kal amobcew 
Janne Eedor@ t0is Bucalos aired ovaByois. dvacti}- 
corrat rap of veepol xal eyepPhoovrat of ev vols 
op pe. pompetous” eal ot piv ras rod Xpiarod gudd- 
2" Favres dorohas xa 7H 6p65 omarerbbrres mlaret 
sams Rposanizoves fay alec, of & dy dpaprias is 
japtrres xai Ti 6pBijs éxedlvayres wiotens 
Mat. xxv. ele ease aldémoy drédetoovrar, iereve pi) 
ciclay zwe elvas rob reset § Bacthelay, wb 
Evapyor aiziy iroddpBave 4 map’ éavris txro- 
cracay, 4 mapa 703 cod yeroudeny dmaye 
tis dromtas: GX iinkrepor Epyov rodr0 Kal 700 
buaférov, éx vis Hperépas dxpocetlas éreioedOdy 
‘judo Badd lous Audis yeyevjoBat, xab 
atronpoasplry Bodice Toro eedbyecBas, elre 
nies day, ee al gaDdov. apis rorats Suodine 
by Béwrispa €& Baros al Toedyaros as 
es duapriay. a 
ou Kai viv wer@anvw viv éxpérrav rod 
& ate 








Lop xi 
pay 





Mat. xt, 
Bue Tel aateae ates foie de ates muarebovew, 


Ysge dade AdBere, déyere roirs ear 7) cad wou 
Eiteen dmép tudy mdauevoy els Sgeow duapridw. 
9" Gyolos 8é nai 73 roripiov dafdv BéBuxey 

airois, Neyor Ilere & airod wdvres: roird 





278 


BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, x1x. 164-165 


glory, to judge quick and dead, which himself 
Knoweth, by the words of that diviner body,! and to 
reward every man by his own just. standards, 
For the dead shall rise again, and they that are in 
their graves shall awake: and they that have kept 
‘the commandments of Christ, and have departed 
this life in the true faith shall inberit eternal life, 
and they, that have died in their sins, and have 
turned aside from the right faith, shall go away 
into eternal punishment. Believe not that there 
is any true being or kingdom of evil, nor suppose 
that it is without beginning, or self-originate, or 
born of God : out on such an absurdity ! but believe 
rather that it is the work of us and the devil, 
‘come upon us through our heedlessness, because 
we were endowed with frec-will, and we make 
‘our choice, of deliberate purpose, whether it be 
‘good or evil. Beside this, acknowledge one Baptism, 
bby water and the Spirit, for the remission of sins. 


‘Receive also the Communion of the spotless sndatthe 
Mysteries of Christ, believing in truth that they Hie 


are the Body and Blood of Christ our God, which 
he hath given unto the faithful for the remission 
of sins, For in the same night in which he was 
betrayed he ordained a new testament with his 
holy disciples and Apostles, and through them 
for all that should believe on him, saying, “Take, 
eat: this is my Body, which is broken for you, 
for the remission of sins.” After the same manner 
‘also he took the cup, saying, “Drink ye all of this: 
this is my Blood, of the new testament, which 
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| is shed for you for the remission of sins: this do 
in remembrance of me.” He then, the Word of 
God, being quick and powerful, and, working all 
things by his might, maketh and transformeth, 
through his divine operation, the bread and wine 

| of the oblation into his own Body und Blood, 
by the visitation of the Holy Ghost, for the 
sanctification and enlightenment of them that with 
desire partake thereof. 








j “Faithfully worship, with honour and reverence, Barus 
f the venerable likeness of the features of the Lord, feta 





the Word of God, who for our sake was made man, Serle 


thinking to behold in the Image thy Creator himself. 

“For the honour of the Ime, saith one of the 

Saints, passeth over to the original.” ‘The original 
| the thing imaged, and from it cometh the deriv 
{For when we see the drawing in the Image, 
~ in our mind's eye we pass over to the true form 
of which it is an Image, and devoutly worship 
the form of bim who for our sake was made flesh, 
not making a god of it, but saluting it as an 
image of God made flesh, with desire and love 
of him who for us men emptied himself, and even 
took the form of a servant. Likewise also for 
this reason we salute the pictures of his undefiled 
Mother, and of all the Saints. In the same spirit 
also faithfully worship and salute the emblem of 
the life-giving and venerable Cross, for the sake 
| of him that hong thereon in the’ flesh, for the 
salvation of our race, Christ the God and Saviour of 
the world, who gave it to us as the sign of victory 
over the devil; for the devil tremifleth and quaketh 
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at the virtue thereof, and endureth not to behold it. 
In such doctrines and in such faith shalt thou 
be baptized, keeping thy faith unwavering and 
pure of all heresy until thy latest breath. But 
all teaching and every speech of doctrine contrary 
to the blameless faith abhor, and consider it an 
alienation from God. For, as saith the Apostle, 
“Though we, or an angel from heaven, preach 
any other gospel unto you than that which we 
have preached unto you, let him be accursed.” 
For there is none other Gospel or none other 
Faith than that which hath been preached by 
‘the Apostles, and established by the inspired 
Fathers at divers Councils, and delivered to the 
Catholiek Chureh.” 

When Barlaam had thus spoken, and taught the asso 
king’s son the Creed which was set forth at the "?** 
Council of Nicwa, he baptized him in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost, in the pool of water whieh was in his garden, 

And ‘there came upon him the grace of the 
Holy Spirit, Then did Barlam come back to 

his chamber, and offer the Mysteries of the unbloody 
Sacrifice, and. commmunieate him with the undetled 
Mysteries of Christ : and fonsaph 

giving thanks to Christ his God. 

Then said Barlaam unto him, “Blessed be the God sisteua 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which set ,, 
according to his abundant merey hath begotten ‘i and 
thee again unto’ a lively hope, to an inheritance fais 
incorruptible and undefiled, that fadeth not away, "ile 








joiced in spirit, 
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reserved in heaven in Christ Jesus our Lord by the wortny ot 


Holy Ghost; for to-day thou hast been made 
free from sin, and hast become the servant of God, 
and hast received the earnest of everlasting life: 
thou hast left. darkness and put on light, being 
enrolled in the glorious liberty of the children of 
God. For he saith, “As many as received him, 
to them gave he power to become the sons of God, 
even to them that believe on his name.” Wherefore 
thou art-no more a servant, but a son and an heir of 
God through Jesus Christ in the Holy Ghost. 
Wherefore, beloved, give diligence that thou mayest 
be found of him without spot and blameless, working 
that which is good upon the foundation of faith : for 
faith without works is dead, as also are works 
without faith ; even as I remember to have told thee 
afore. Put off therefore now all malice, and hate all 
the works of the old man, which are corrupt 
according to the deceitful lusts ; and, as new-born 
babe, desire to drink the reasonable and sineere mille 
of the virtues, that thou mayest grow thereby, and 
itain unto the kuowledge of the commandments 
of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the 
measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: that 
thou mayest henceforth be no more a child in mind, 
tossed to and fro, and carried about on the wild 
and raging waves of thy passions: or rather in malice 
be a child, but have thy mind settled and made stead- 
fast toward that which is good, and walk worthy of 
the vocation wherewith thou wast called, in the keep- 
ing of the. commandments of the Lord, easting off 
and putting far from thee the vanity of thy former 
conversation, henceforth walking not as the Gentiles 
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walk in the vanity of their mind, having their under- 
standing darkened, alienated from the glory of God, 
to their lusts and unreasonable 
alfections, But as for thee, even as thou hast 
approached the living and true God, so walk thou as 
a child of light" for the fruit of ‘the Spirit is in 
all goodness and righteousness and truth; and no 
longer destroy by the works of the old man the 
new man, which thou hast to-day put on, But day 
by day renew thyself in righteousness and holiness 
and truth for this is possible with every man that 
willeth, as thou hearest that unto them that 
Delieve on his name he hath yiven power to become 
the sons of God; so that we can no longer say that 
the acquiring of virtues is impossible for us, for the 
road is plain and easy. For, though with respect. to 
‘the buffeting of the body, it hath been called a 
strait and narrow way, yet through the hope 
of future blessings is it desirable and divine for sueb 
as walk, not as fools but eircumspectly, under- 
standing what the will of God is, clad in the whole - 
armour of God to stand in battle against the wiles of 
the adversary, and with all prayer and supplication 
wwatehing thereunto, in all patience and hope. 
Therefore, even as’ thon hast heard from me, snd 
and been instructed, and hast laid a sure found: berate 
ation, do thou aboand therein, inerensing and im ore 
advancing, and warring the good warfare, holding © 
faith anda good conscience, witnessed by good 
works, following after righteousness, godliness, faith, 
charity, patienee, meckness, laying liold on eternal 
fife ‘whereunto thou wast called But remove fr 
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from thee all pleasure and lust of the affections, not 
only in act and operation, but even in the thoughts 

of thine heart, that thou mayest present thy 

soul without blemish to God. For not our actions 

only but our thoughts also are recorded, and lead 

either to crowns or to punishments: and we know 

that Christ, with the Father and the Holy Ghost, 
dwelleth in pure hearts, But, just as smoke driveth 

away bees, so, we learn, do evil imaginations drive 

out of us the Holy Spirit's grace. Wherefore 

take good heed hereto, that thou blot out every 
imagination of sinful passion from thy soul, and plant 

good thoughts therein, making thysclf a temple 

of the Holy Ghost. For from imaginations we come 

also to actual deeds, and every work, advancing from 
(thought and refection, eatcheth at small beginnings, 

and then, by small’ increases, arviveth at great 

| endings. 

| «Wherefore on no account suffer any evil habit to na me 

| master thee; but, while it is yet young, pluck the fit's® 
evil root out of thine heart, lest it fasten on and jy" 
strike root so deep that time and labour be required Saabe= 
to uproot it. And the reason that greater sins assault 

us and get the mastery of our souls is that those 

which appear to be less, such as wicked thoughts, 
unseemly words and evil communications, fail to 
receive proper correction. For as in the ease of the 

| ody, they that neglect small wounds often bring mor- 
tification and death upon themselves, so too with the 
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soul: thus they that overlook little passions and sins 
bring on greater ones. And the more those greater 
sins grow on'them, the more doth the soul become 
accustomed thereto and think light of them. For he 
saith, “When the wicked cometh to the depth of evil 
things, he thinketh light of them”: and finally, like 
the hog, that delighteth to wallow in mire, the soul, 
that hath been buried in evil habits, doth not even 
pereeive the stink of her sin, but rather delighteth 
and rejoiceth therein, cleaving to wickedness as it 
were good. And even if at last she issue from the 
mire and come to herself again, she is delivered 
only by much labour and sweat from the bondage 
of those sins, to which she hath by evil custom 
enslaved herself, 


‘Wherefore with all thy might remove thyself far sua to fem 


from every evil thought and fancy, and every sinful $300 
custom and school thyself the rather in virtuous 
deeds, and form the habit of practising them. For if 
‘thou labour but a little therein, and have strength 
to form the habit, at the last, God helping thee, 
thou shalt advance without labour. For the habit of 
virtue, taking its quality from the soul, seeing that 
it hath some natural kinship therewith and claimeth 
God for an help-mate, becometh hard to alter and 
exceeding strong; as thou seest, courage and pru- 
dence, temperance and righteousness are hard to 
alter, being deeply seated habits, qualities and ac- 
tivities of the soul, For if the evil affections, not 
being natural to us, but attacking us from without, be 
hard to alter when they become habits, how much 
harder shall it be to shift virtue, which hath been by 
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nature planted in us by our Maker, and hath him 
for an help-mate, if so be, through our brief 
‘endeavour, it shall have been rooted in habit in the 
soul ?” 


XX 


<Wuensvone a practician of virtue once spake to Bean, 
me on this wise : “After Ihad made divine meditation fio cunt 
my constant habit, and through the practice of fi ion 

it my soul had received her right quality, I once rasreot 

resolved to make trial of her, and put a check 

upon her, not allowing her to devote herself to her 

wonted exercises. I felt that she was chafing and 

fretting, and yearning for meditation with an un- 
| governable desire, and was utterly unable to incline 
to any contrary thought. No sooner had I given 
her the reins than immediately she ran in hot haste 
to her own task, as saith the Prophet, “Like as the 
hhart desireth the water brooks, so longeth my soul 
after the strong, the living God.’"” Wherefore from 
all these proofs it is evident that the acquirement of 
virtue is within our reach, and that we ate lords over 
it, with power to embrace it, or else the rather to 
choose sin. They then, that are in the thraldom of 
wickedness, can hardly be torn away therefrom, as I 
have already said. 

“But thou, who hast been delivered therefrom, is iadets 
through the tender merey of our God, and hast put on {212 
Christ by the grace of the Holy Ghost, now transfer rere 3 
thyself wholly to the Lord's side, and never open a jiayer, 
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door to thy passions, but adorn thy soul with the sweet 
savour and splendour of virtue, and make her a temple 
of the Holy Trinity, and to his contemplation see thou 
evote all the powers of thy mind. He that liveth 
‘and converseth with an earthly king is pointed out 
by all as aright happy man: what happiness then 
must be his who is privileged to converse and be in 
spirit with God! Behold thou then his likeness alway, 
and converse with him. How shalt thou converse with 
God? By drawing near him in prayer and suppli- 
cation. He that prayeth with exceeding fervent desire 
‘and pure heart, his mind estranged from all that is 
earthly and grovelling, and standeth before God, eye 
‘to eye, and presentetli his prayers to him in fear and 
‘trembling, such an one hath converse and speaketh 
with him face to face. 

«Our good Master is present everywhere, hearken- sna 
ing to them that approach him in purity and truth, as SEs" 
saith the Prophet, “The eyes of the Lord are over Frnyer” 
the righteous, and his ears are open unto their 
cry.” For this reason the Fathers define Prayer 
1s “the union of man with God,” and call it“ Angels’ 
work,” and “the prelude of gladness to come.” For 
since they lay down before all things that “the king- 
dom of heaven” consisteth in nearness to and con- 
templation of the Holy Trinity, and since all the 
importunity of prayer leadeth the mind thither, 
Prayer is rightly called “the prelude” and, as it 
were, the “fore-glimpse” of that blessedness, But 
notall prayer is of this nature, butonly such prayer as 
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is worthy of the name, which hath God for its teacher, 
who giveth prayer to him that prayeth; prayer’ 
which soareth above all things on earth and entreateth 
directly with God, 

“This aequire thou for thyself, and strive to advance stor in 
thereto, for it is able to exalt thee from earth to abcd 
heaven. But without preparation and at hap-hazard 
thou shalt not advance therein. But first purify thy 
soul from all passion, and cleanse it like a bright and 
newly cleansed mirrour from every evil thought, and 
danish far all remembrance of injury and, anger, 
‘which most ofall hindereth our prayers from ascending, 
to God-ward: and from the heart forgive all those 
that have trespassed against thee, and with alms 
and charities to the poor lend wings to thy prayer, 
and so bring it before God with fervent tears. | Thus 
praying thou shalt be able to say with blessed David, 
who, for all that he was king, and distraught with ten 
thousand cares, yet cleansed his soul from all passions, 
and could say unto God, “As for iniquity, I hate and 
abhor it, but thy law do Ilove. Seven times a day 
do Ipmase thee, because of thy righteous judgements. 
My soul hath kept thy testimonies, and loved them 
exceedingly. Let my complaint come before thee, 
Lord: give me understanding according to thy 
word.’ 

<While thou art calling thus, the Lord shall yay 
hear thee: while thou art yet speaking, he shall feth non 
say, “Behold I am here.” If then thou attain ®™=e 
to such prayer, blessed shalt thou be; for it is 
impossible for a man praying and calling upon 
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God with such purpose not to advance daily in 
that which is good, and soar over all the snares 
of the enemy. For, as saith one of the Saints, “He 
that hath made fervent his understanding, and 
hath lift up his soul and migrated to heaven, 
and hath thus called upon his Master, and re~ 
membered his own sins, and spoken concerning 
the forgiveness of the same,’ and with hot tears 
hath besought the Lover of mankind to be mereifal 
to him: such an one, I say, by his continuance 
in such words and considerations, Inyeth aside 
every care of this life, and waxeth superior to 
human passions, and meriteth to be called an 
associate of God.” ‘Than which state what ean 
be more blessed and higher? May the Lord 
vouchsafe thee to attain to this blessedness! 

“LoT have shown thee the way of the commande turluun 

ments of the Lord, and have not shunned to declare ite!) 
unto thee all the counsel of God, And now I sen, 
have fulfilled my ministry unto thee, It remaineth hls redemp- 
that thou gird up the loins of thy mind, obedient 
to" the Holy One that. hath called thee, and 
bbe thou thyself holy in all manner of conversation : 
for, “Be ye holy: for I am holy,” saith the Lord. 
And the chief prince of the Apostles also writeth, 
saying, “If ye call on the Father, who without 
respect of persons judgeth according to every 
man’s work, pass the time of your sojourning here 
in fear; knowing that ye were not redeemed with 
corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your 
vain conversation received by tradition from your 
fathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, 
as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.” 
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“All these things therefore store thou up in othe 
thine heart, and remember them unceasingly, ever fiu'tif'or 
Keeping before thine eyes the fear of God, and judgcment 
his terrible judgement seat, and the splendour "°°" 
‘of the righteous which they shall receive in the 
world to come, and the shame of sinners in the 
depths of darkness, and the frailty and vanity 
of things present, ‘and the eternity of things 
hereafter; for, “AN flesh is grass, and all the 
glory of man’ as the flower of grass. The grass 
Withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away 
Dut the word of the Lord endureth for ev 
Meditate upon these things alway and the pexce 
of God be with thee, enlightening and informing 
thee, and leadfg thee into the way of salvation 
chasing afar out of thy mind ¢ il wish, 
‘and sealing thy soul with the sign of the Cross, 
that no stumbling block of the evil one come nigh 
thee, but that thou mayest merit, in all fulness 
of virtue, to obtain the kingdoin that is to come, 
without successor or end, and be illumined with 
the light of the blessed life-giving Trinity, which, 
in the Father, and in the Son, and in the Holy 
Ghost, is glorified.” 
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Wrrn such moral words did the reverend elder swans, 
‘exhort the king’s son, and then withdrew to his own spy 
hospice. But the young prince’s servants and tutors sit” 
marveled to sce the frequency of Barlaam’s visits to "st 
‘the palace; and one of the chiefest among them, 
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, 21. 179-180 


whom, for his fidelity and prudenee, the king had set 
over his son's palace, named Zardan, said to the 
prince, “ Thou knowest well, sir, how much I dread thy 
father, and how great is my faith toward him : where- 
fore he ordered me, for my faithfulness, to wait upon 
thee, Now, when I see this stranger constantly con- 
versing with thee, I fear he may be of the Christian 
religion, toward which thy father hath a deadly hate 5 
and I shall be found subject to the penalty of death, 
Either then make known to thy father this man's 
Dusiness, or in future cease to converse with him. 
Else cast me forth from thy presence, that I be not 
Dlameable, and ask thy father to appoint, another in 
my room,” 

‘The king's son said unto him, ‘Chis do, Zardan, 
first of all. Sit thou down behind the curtain, and 





hear his’ communication with me: and then thus fnrean'e 


will I tell thee what thou oughtest to do.” 
So when Barlnam was about to enter into his 
presence, Ioasaph hid Zardan within the curtain, 
‘and said to the elder, ‘Sum me up the matter of thy 
divine teaching, that it may the more firmly be 
implanted in my heart,’ Barlaam took up his 
parable and uttered many sayings touching God, 
and righteousness toward him, and how we must 
ove him alone with all our heart, and with all 
our soul, and with all our mind, and keep hi 
commandments with fear and love: and how he 
is the Maker of all things visible and invisible. 
Thereon he called to remembrance the creation 


303, 


Acoane 


ST. JOHN DAMASCENE 


Sedrracw bmeulwmane, rfy 16 b00eicar aire 
evroMy xa rv cadrys wapsBacw, xad chy ed rh 
rrapaBdaes 705 miécavros xaraBieny, tra xa 
ekijs 7a dyaGh deenpiOpetro, bv aBerfoarres ey 
dorony daurods dremdeloaperr xad addes euduvn- 181 
10 tay Nunnpav, boa werd Thy deelvwy dmorvylay 
xardraBen dOMas jas. &xtrobrous ra ris didav- 
Spartas emiiyer, tras ris shuertpas ppovriter 6 
Anuoupyds cwrnplas 8SacxdNovs drrkareide Kal 
mpopiras tiv 700 Movoyevots xnpirrovras 
chpxwou trevra wad rhy éxelvov KdBodov, viv 
dvavbpdrrnow, rds ebepryeatas, 7a Bavpara, Kad 
1a mip judv rv dxaplorey mabynara, Thy 
eravpby, why dbyxny, rbv éxodawy Bdvaror 
réd08, thy eravbplaow judy, thy dvdedmow, thy 
als.7d mpdrov dyaBdv emdvobov pera radra, rv 
edeyoudny rods dflous viv odpavév Bacidelay, 
thy Grroxeiudmy Tois pavrous Bdcavoy, 7) pi) 
oBevviuevoy rip, 70 pi) Npyov onbros, roy dbdva~ 
tov cxddnea, Kal bony Adv of rhs duaprlas 
Boiron Kédaow éavroly Oncatpicay, radra 
BuekeNddy eal els Ouchy SibaoxaNlav Tv Meyov 
redkzas, rorrd. re rep eaBapbrnros Alov ba- 
Rexels, nad rhs rv mapdvrwy paraubrnros 
xararnods, chy dOuéryTé Te Tiv robrous poo 
rermeérav bedkykas, els ebyiy xarédnge. wal 
drreplzperrov abré emevEdevos wal deed Thy 
Suororlay ris dpBoBsEou mlarews, averrtdnmrby 
re tov lov xad xabapwrdrmy rhy wronrelay, 6 
by, rédos embeds fj eb, mpis Thy Eevlay adbis 


defer. 
304 





BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, xxt. 180-181 


of the first man, the command given unto him, and 
his transgression thereof, and the sentence  pro- 
nounced by the Creator for this transgression. ‘Then 

he reckoned up in order the good things wherefrom 

| we excluded ourselves by the disannulling of his 
commandment. Again he made mention of the twin 
many grievous misfortunes that unhappily overtook 

‘man, after the loss of the blessings. Besides this he ["" 
brought forward God's love toward mankind ; how the 
our Maker, heedful of our salvation, sent forth 
teachers and prophets proclaiming the Incarnation of 
the Only-begotten. ‘Then he spake of the Son, his . 
Awelling among men, his deeds of kindness, his 
miracles, his sufferings for us thankless creatures, his 
Cross, his spear, his. voluntary death ; finally, of owe 
recovery and recall, our return to our first ood 
estate; after this, of the kingdom of heaven 
awaiting such as are worthy thereof; of the torment 
in store for the wicked; the fire that is not 
quenched, the never ending darkness, the undying 
worm, and all the other tortures which the slaves of 
sin have laid up in store for themselves. When he 
had fully related these matters, he ended his speech 
with moral instruction, and dwelt much upon purity 
of life, and utterly condemned the vanity of things 
present, and proved the utter misery of such as 
cleave thereto, and finally made an end with prayer. 
And therewith he prayed for the prince, that he 
might hold fast the profession of the Cathoiick Faith 
without turning and without wavering, and keep his 
life blameless and his conversation pure, and so 
ending with prayer again withdrew to his hospice. 
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, xx, 181-183 


But the king’s son called Zardan forth, and, to try fawn 
his disposition, said unto him, “Thou hast heard Zi, at 
what sort of discourses this babbler maketh me, {2%iishim, 
endeavouring to be-jape me with his specfous follies, 
and rob me of this pleasing happiness and enjoyment, 
to worship a strange God.’ Zardan answered, “Why 
hath it pleased thee, O prince, to prove me that 
‘am thy servant? I wot that the words of that man 
have sunk deep into thine heart; for, otherwise, 
thou hadst not listened gladly and unceasingly to his 
words. Yea, and we also are not ignorant of this 
preaching. But from the time when thy futher 
stirred up truceless warfhre against the Christians, the 
men have been banished hence, and their texching ix 
silenced, But if now their doctrine commend itself 
unto thee, and if thou have the strength to accept 
its austerity, may thy wishes be guided straight 
toward the good! But for myself, whnt shall I do, 
that am unable to bear the very sight of such 
austerity, and through fear of the King am divided 
{in soul with pain and anguish? What exeuse shall I 
make, for neglecting his orders, and giving this 
fellow access unto thee?” 

The King’s son said unto him, «I knew full well aya 
that in none other wise could I requite thee Mai, 
worthily for thy much kindness: and therefore have ta 
I tasked myself to make known unto thee this more poate 
‘than human good, which doth even exceed the 
worth of thy good service, that thou mightest know 
to what end thou wast bon, and acknowledge 
thy Creator, and, leaving datkness, run to the 
light. And I hoped that when thou heardest 
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, xxi, 183-184 


thereof thou wouldst follow it with irresistible 
desire, But, as I perceive, Iam disappointed of my 
hope, seeing that thou art listless to that which hath 
been spoken. Butif thou reveal these secrets to the 
king my father, thou shalt but distress his mind 
with sorrows and griefs. If thou be well disposed to 
hhim, on no account reveal this matter to him until a 
convenient season.’ Speaking thus, he seemed to 
be only casting seed upon the water ; for wisdom shall 
not enter into a soul void of understanding, 

Upon the morrow came Barlaam and spake of his tai 
departure: but Iousaph, unable to bear the separa fen 
tion, was distressed at heart, and his eyes filled '™*” 
with tears, The elder made a long discourse, and 
adjured him to continue unshaken in good works, 
and with words of exhortation established his heart, 
and begged him to send him cheerfully on his way 5 
and at the same time he foretold that they should 
shortly be at’ one, never to be parted more, But 
Toasaph, unable to impose fresh labours on the elder, 
and to restrain his desire to be on his way, and sus~ 
pecting moreover that the man Zardan might make 
known his ease to the King and subject him to punish- 
ment, said unto Barlaam, ‘Since it seemeth thee 
good, my spiritual father,*best of teachers and 
minister of all good to me, to leave me to live in 
the vanity of the world, while thou journeyest to thy 
place of spiritual rest, I dare no longer let and 
hinder thee.’ Depart therefore, with the peace of 
God for thy guardian, and ever in thy worthy 
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prayers, for the Lord’s sake, think upon my misery, 
that I may be enabled to overtake thee, and behold 
thine honoured face for ever. But fulfil this my 
fone request; since thou couldest not receive aught 
for thy fellow monks, yet for thyself accept a little 
money for sustenance, and a cloak to cover thee.’ 
But Barlaam answered and said unto him, ‘Seeing an¢ 
that I would not receive aught for my brethren fy 
(for they need not grasp at the world’s chattels fihiy 
which they have chosen to forsake), how shall I 

acquire for myself that which I have denied them ? 

If the possession of money were a yood thing, I 

should have let them share it before me. But, as 
Tunderstand that the possession thereof is deadly, 

T will hazard neither them nor myself in such 

snares," 

But when Ioasaph had failed once again to per- fouaph 
suade Barlaam, twas but a sign for a second petition, Ill koop 
fd he made yet another request, that Barlaam jure 
should not altogether overlook his prayer, nor plunge 4 ™#sHe 
him in utter despair, but should leave him that stiff 
shirt and rough mantle, both to remind him of 
his teacher's austerities and to safe-guard him from 
all the workings of Satan,and should take from 
‘him another cloak instead, in order that ‘When 
‘thou seest my gift,’ said he, ‘thou mayest bear my 
Jowliness in remembrance." 

‘But the elder said, ‘It is not lawful for me to give Deriaan 
thee my old and worn out vestment, and take one ffarhis’ 
that is new, lest I be condemned to receive here = 
the recompense of my slight labour. But, not to 
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, wa, 185-186 


‘thwart thy willing mind, let the garments given me 
by thee be old ones, nothing different from mine 
own,’ So the king's son sought for old shirts of hair, 
which he gave the aged man, rejoicing to receive 
his in exchange, deeming them beyond compare 
more precious than any regal purple. 

Now saintly Barlaan, all but ready for to start, and 
spake concerning his journey, and delivered Tonsaph iin’ 
his last lesson, saying, ‘ Brother beloved, and dearest *""""* 
son, whom I have begotten through the Gospel, thou 
knowest of what King thou art the soldier, and with 
whom thou hast made thy covenant, ‘This thou must 
keep steadfastly, and readily perform the duties of 
thy service, even as thou didst promise the Lord in 
the script of thy covenant, with the whole heavenly 
hhost present to attest it, and record the terms; 
which if thou keep, thou shalt be blessed, Esteem 
therefore nought in the present world above God 
and his blessings. For what terror of this life can 
‘be so tervible as the Gehenna of eternal fire, that 
bumeth and yet hath no light, that punisheth 
and never ceaseth? And which of the goodly things, 
of this world can give such gladness as that which 
the great God giveth to those that love hini? 
Whose beauty is unspeakable, and power invincible, 
and glory everlasting; whose good things, prepared 
for his friends, exeeed beyond comparison all that is 
seen; which eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of man: 
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, xt. 186-188 


whereof mayest thou be shown an inheritor, preserved. 
by the mighty hand of God!’ 

Here the king’s son burst into tears of pain and fouayh 

vexation, unable to bear the parting from a loving distreatat 
father and excellent teacher. “And who,’ quoth he, ™*!* 
“shall fil thy place, O my father? And whom like 
unto thee shall I find to be shepherd and guide of 
my soul's salvation? What consolation mnay I find 
in my loss of thee? Behold thou hast brought me, 
the wicked and rebellions servant, back to God, and 
set me in the place of son and heir! Thou hast 
sought me that was lost and astray on the mountain, 
1 prey for every evil beast, and folded ame amongst 
the sheep that had never wandered. ‘Thow ast 
shown me the direet road to truth, bringing me out 
of darkness and the shadow of death, and, changing 
the course of my fect from the slippery, deadly, 
crooked and winding pathway, hast ministered 
to me great and marvellous blessings, whereof 
‘speech would fail to recount the exceeding excel- 
ence, Grent be the gifts that thou receivest at 
God's hand, on account of me who am small! And 
may the Lord, who in the rewards of his gifts alone 
overpasseth them that love him, supply that which is 
lacking to my gratitude !" 

Here Barlaam cut short his lamentation, and rose susjam 
and stood up to pray, lifting up his either hand, Paya 
and saying, ‘O God and Father of our Lord Jesu 
Christ, which didst illuminate the things that once 
were darkened, and bring this visible and. invisible 
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creation out of nothing, and didst turn again this 
thine handiwork, and suiferedst us not to walk after 
our foolishness, we give thanks to thee and to thy 
Wisdom and Might, our Lord Jesu Christ, by whom 
thou didst make the worlds, didst raise us from 
our fall, didst forgive us our trespasses, didst restore 
us from wandering, didst ransom us from captivity, 
Aidst quicken us from death by the precious blood 
‘of thy Son our Lord, Upon thee Teall, and upon 
thine only begotten Son, and upon the Holy Ghost, 
‘Look upon this thy spiritual sheep that hath come 
to be a sacrifice tinto thee through me thine un- 
worthy servant, and do thou sanctify his soul with 
thy might and grace. Visit this vine, which was 
planted by thy Holy Spirit, and grant it to beur 
fruit, the fruit of righteousness, Strengthen him, 
and confirm in him thy covenant, and reseue him 
from the deceit of the devil. With the wisdom of 
thy good Spirit tench him to do thy will, and take 
not thy suecour from him, but grant unto him, 
with me thine unprofitable servant, to become an 
inheritor of thine everlasting bliss, because thou art 
blessed and glorified for ever, Amen.” 

When that he had ended his prayer, he tured pariam 
him round and embraced Toasaph, now a son of his Auten, 
heavenly father, wishing him eternal pence and sal- 
vation, and he departed ont of the palace, and went 
his way, rejoicing and giving thanks to’ God, who 
had well ordered his steps for good. 
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XXII 


Arran Barlaam was gone forth, oasaph gave him~ tosh 
self unto prayer and bitter tears, and said, O God, walt 
haste thee to help me: O Lord, make speed to help 
me, because the poor hath committed himself unto 
thee; thou art the helper of the orphan, Look upon 
‘me, and have merey upon me; thou who willest have 
all men to be saved and to come unto the knowledge 
of the truth, save me, and strengthen me, unworthy 
though I be, to walk the way of thy holy command- 
ments, for Tam weak and miserable, and not able to 
do the thing that is good. Bat thou art mighty to 





‘save me, who sustainest and holdest together all 


things visible and invisible, Suffer me not to walk 
after the evil will of the flesh, but tench me to do 





* thy will, and preserve me unto thine eternal and 


blissful life. O Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, the 
consubstantial and undivided Godhend, I call upon 

‘thee and glorify thee. ‘Thou art praised by all crea- 

tion; thou art glorified by the intelligent powers of 

the Angels for ever and ever. Amen,” 

From that time forth he kept himself with all suit 
vigilance, seeking to attain purity of soul and body, inl 
and living in continency and prayers and interces- 
sions all night long. In the day-time he was often 
interrupted by the company of his fellows, and at 
times by a visit from the king, or a eall to the king's 
presence, but at night he would make good the 
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shortcomings of the day, whilst he stood, in prayer 
and weeping until daybreak, calling upon God. 
Whence in him was fulfilled the saying of the 
prophet, “In nights raise your hands into holy 
things; and bless ye the Lord.’ 

But Zavdan observed Tousuph’s way of life, and fara 
‘was full of sorrow, and his soul was pierced with fatty 
grievous anxieties; and he knew not what to do, {fis 
At the lust, worn down with pain, he withdrew to 
his own home, feigning sickness. When this had 
come to the knowledge of the king he appointed in 
his place another of his trusty men to minister unto 
his son, while he himself, being concemed for 
Zardan's health, sent a physician of reputation, and 
charged him to take pains to ensure his recovery. 

‘The physician, seeing that Zardan was in favour 
with the king, attended him diligently, and, having 
right well judged his case, soon made this report 
to the king ‘Ehave been unable to dicover any te 
root of disease in the man: wherefore I suppose that 2izsel*” 
this weakness is to be ascribed to distress of spirit.’ fiona. 
But, on hearing his words, the king suspected that 
his son had been wroth with Zardan, and’ that this 
slight had caused his retirement. So, wishing to 
search the matter, he sent Zardan word, saying 
‘To-morrow I shall come to see thee, and judge of 
‘the malady that hath befallen thee.” ‘ 

But Zardan, on hearing this message, at daybreak zarday 
‘wrapt his cloak around him and went to the king, titty 
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and entered and fell in obeisanceon the gromd. The 

king spake unto him, ‘ Why hast thou forced thyself 

to appear? Iwas minded to visit thee myself, ands 

make known to all my friendship for thee.’ He 

answered, ‘My sickness, O king, is no malady 

common to man; but pain of heart, arising from an 

anxious and careful mind, hath eaused my body to 

suffer in sympathy. Tt had been folly in me, being 

as Tam, not to attend as a slave before thy might, 

Dut to wait for thy Majesty to be troubled to come 

to me thy servant’ Then the king enquired after 

the enuse of his despondency; Zardan answered and 

suid, (Mighty is my peril, and mighty are the penal- 

ties that I deserve, and many deaths do I mexit, for 

that I have been guilty of neglect of thy behests, 

and have brought on theesuch sorrow as ne'er before.” 
Aguin said the king, ‘And of what neglect hast Zvdin 

thou been guilty? And what is the dread that frthtn 

‘encompasseth thee?’ ‘I have been guilty,’ said he, jurinn 

of negligence in my close care of my lord thy son. 

‘There came an evil man and a sorcerer, and com~ 

monieated to him the precepts of the Christian 

religion.’ Then he related to the king, point by 

point, the words which the old man spake with his 

son, and how gladly Toasaph received his word, ond 

how he had altogether become Christ's. Moreover 

he gave the old man’s name, saying that it was 

Barlaam. Even before then the king had heard-tell 

of Barlaam’s ways and his extreme severity of life ; 

but, when this came to the ears of the king, he was 
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straightway astonied by the dismay that fell on him, 
and was filled with anger, and his blood well-nigh 
curdled at the tidings. Immediately he bade call one The xing 
Araches, who held the second rank after the king, Ser 
and was the chief in all his private councils: besides Aries 
which the man was learned in star-lore. When he 

was come, with much despondency and dejeetion the 
‘king told him of that which had happened. He, 
seeing the king’s trouble and confusion of mind, said, 

O king, trouble and distress thyself no more, We 

are not without hope that the prince will yet change 

for the better: nay, I know for very certain that he 

will speedily renounce the teaching ot this deceiver, 

and conform to thy will” 

By these words then did Araches set the king Artes 
in happier frame of mind; and they turned thei how 
thoughts to the thorough sifting of the matter. ey 
“This, O king,’ said Araches, ‘do we first of all, 

Make we haste to apprehend that infamous Barlaam, 
If we take him, I am assured that we shall not miss 
the mark, nor be cheated of our hope. Barlaam 
himself shall be persuaded, either by persuasion or by 
divers.engines of torture, against his will to confess 
that he hath been talking falsely and at random. 
But if we fail to take Barlaam, I know of an eremite, 
Nachor by name, in every way like unto him; it is 
impossible to distinguish the one from the other. He 
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is of our opinion, and was my teacher in studies. I 
will give him the hint, and go by night, and tell him 
the full tale, ‘Then will we blazon it abroad that 
Barlaam hath been caught; but we shall exhibit 
Nachor, who, calling himself Barlaam, shall feign 
that he is pleading the cause of the Christians 
and standing forth as their champion. Then, after 
much disputation, he shall be worsted and utterly 
discomfited. ‘The prince, seeing Barlaam worsted, 
and our side vietorious, will doubtless join the 
victors; the more so that he counteth it a great 
duty to reverence thy majesty, and do thy pleasure, 
Also the man who linth played the part of Barlaam 
shall be converted, nnd stoutly proclaim that he hath 
been in error." 

‘The king was delighted with his words, and moting 
rocked himself on idle hopes, and thought it ex- xmast, 
cellent counsel. ‘Thereupon, learning that. Bavlnam ait 
‘was but lntely departed, he was zealous to take him 
prisoner. He therefore oceupied most of the passes 
‘with troops and captains, and, himself, mounting his 
chariot, gave furious chase along the one road of 
which he was especially suspicious, being minded to 
surprise Barlaam at all costs. But though he toiled 
by the space of six full days, his Inbour was but 
spent in vain. ‘Then he himself remained behind 
in one of his palaces situate in the country, but 
sent, forward Araches, with horsemen not a’ few, 
as far as the wilderness of Senaar, in guest of 
Barlaam. When Aruches arrived in that place, 
he threw all the neighbour folk into commotion : 
and when they constantly affirmed that they had 
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nowhere seen the man, he went forth into the 
desert places, for to hunt ont the Faithful. When 
he had gone through a great tract of desert, and 
made the circuit of the fells around, and journeyed 
a-foot over untrodden and pathless ravines, he and 
his hosts arrived ata plateau, Standing thereon, Arachis, 
he descried at the foot of the mountain a company nid 
of hermits awalking. Strnightway at their governor's 0s 
word of command all his men run upon them in 
Dreathless haste, vying one with another, who 
should arrive first. When they arrived, they’ cime 
about the monks like so many dogs, or evil beasts 
that plague mankind. And they seized these men 
of reyerend mien and mind, thut bore on their 
faces the hallmark of their hermit life, and 
haled them before the governor; but the monks 
showed no sign of alarm, no sign of meanness or 
sullenness, and spake never a word. Their leader 
and captain bore a wallet of hair, charged with 
the relies of some holy Fathers departed this life 

When Araches beheld them, but saw no Barlaam ant 
—for he knew him by sight—he was overwhelmed i oy 
with grief, and said unto them, ‘Where is that 
deceiver who hath led the king’s son astray ?” The 
bearer of the wallet answered, ‘He is not amongst: 
us, God forbid! Fox, driven forth by the grace 
of Christ, he avoideth us; but amongst you he hath 
his dwelling’ ‘The governor said, “Thou knowest 
him then?” ‘Yea,’ said the hermit, ‘I know him 
that is called the deceiver, which is the devil, 
who dwelleth in your midst and is worshipped 
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and served by you.’ The governor said, ‘It is for 
Barlaam that I make search, and I asked thee 
of him, to learn where he is.’ ‘The monk answered, 
(And wherefore then speakest thou in this ambiguous 
manner, asking about him that had deceived the 
king’s son? If thou wast seeking Barlaam, thou 
shouldest certainly have said, “Where is he that 
hath turned from error and saved the king's son?” 
Barlaam is our brother and fellow-monk, But now 
for many days past we have not seen his fuee.’ 
Said Araches, ‘Show me his abode.’ The monk 
answered, ‘Had he wished to see you, he would 
have come forth to meet you. As for us, it is not 
Jawfil to make known to you his hermitage.” 
Thereupon the governor waxed full of indignation, 
‘and, casting a haughty and savage glance upon him, 
said, “Ye shall die no ordinary death, except ye 
immediately bring Barlaim before me.’ What,’ 
said the monk, ‘seest thou in our case that should 
by its attractions cause us to cling to life, and be 
afraid of death at thy hands? Whereas we should 
the rather feel grateful to thee for removing us 
from life in the close adherence to virtue. For 
we dread, not a little, the uncertainty of the end, 
knowing ‘not in what state death shall overtake 
us, Test perchance slip of the inclination, or some 
despitefal dealing of the devil, may alter the 
constancy of our choice, and mis-persuade us to 
think oF do contrary to our covenants with God. 
Wherefore abandon all hope of gaining the know- 
ledge that ye desire, and shrink not to work 
your will. We shall neither reveal the dwelling- 
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place of our brother, whom God loveth, although 
we know it, nor shall we betray any other monas~ 
teries unbelown to-ye. We will not endure to 
escape death by such cowardice, Nay, liefer would 
we die honourably, and offer unto God, after the 


That man of sin could not brook this boldness Archer 
‘of speech, and was moved to the keenest passion {stots 
against this high and noble spirit, and aflicted sid ntth 
the monks with many stripes and tortures. ‘Their fite'to 
courage and nobility won adiniration even from 8 Hn 


that tyrant. But, when after many punishments 
he filed’ to persuade thein, and. Hone of them 
consented to discover Barlaam, he took and ordered 
them to be led to the king, and to bear with 
them the wallet with the relies, and to be beaten 
and shamefully entreated as they went. 











| ‘sweats of virtue, the life-blood of courage.” 
f 


XXIII 


before the bitterly incensed king: and he, when he 





mercy, and, when he saw them cruelly mangled with 
scourges, could scarcely restrain his madness, and 
order the tormentors to cease. ‘Then said he unto 
| them, «Why bear ye about these dead men’s bones ? 
Ifye carry these bones through affection for those 
men to whom they belong, this very hour I will set 
you in their company, that ye may meet your 
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King, and declared their case. ‘Then he set them them 


saw them, boiled over with fury and was like to one tiey rn" 
mad. He ordered them to be benten without @valct 
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lost friends and be duly grateful to me’ The 
captain and leader of that godly band, setting at 
naught the king’s threats, showing no sign of the 
torment that he had undergone, with free voice and 
radiant countenance that signified the grace that 

Awelt in his soul, cried out, ‘We carry about these tha 
clean and holy bones, O king, because we attest in (i, 4 
ue form our love of those marvellous men to whom thee 
they belong: and because we would bring ourselves “"'"* 
to remember their wrestlings and lovely eonver= 
sation, to rouse up ourselves to the like veal; and 
Decause we would catch some vision of the rest and 
felicity wherein they now live, and thus, as we call 
them blessed, and provoke one another to emulate 
them, strive to follow in their footsteps: because 
moreover, we find thereby that the thought of death, 
which is right profitable, lendeth wings of zeal to 
our religious exercises; and lnstly, because we derive 
sanctification from their touch." 

Again said the king, “If the thought of death be 
profitable, as ye say, why should ye not reach that, 
Thought f death by the bones of the bodies that are 
now your own, and are soon to perish, rather than by 
the ‘bones of other men which’ have already 
perished?” 

The monk said, ‘Five reasons I gave thee, why ant 
we cary about these relics; and thou, making Gevset? 
answer to one only, art like to be mocking’ us. But 
know thou well that the bones of them, that have 
already departed this life, bring the thought ot 
death more vividly before us than do the bones 
of the living. But since thou judgest otherwise, 
and since the bones of thine own body are to thee 
type of death, why dost thou not recollect thy latter 
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‘end so shortly to come, and set thine house in order, 
instead of giving up thy soul to all kinds of iniquities, 
and violently and unmercifully murdering the ser- 
vants of God and lovers of righteousness, who have 
done thee no wrong, and seek not to share with thee 
in present goods, nor are ambitious to rob thee of 
them?’ . 

Said the kking, ‘I do well to punish you, ye clever mo ki 
misleaders of the folk, because ye deceive all men, Wwe 
counselling them to abstain from the enjoyments of lie 
life ; and because, instead of the sweets of life and 
the allures of appetite and pleasure, ye constrain 
them to choose the rough, filthy and squalid way, and 
preach that they should render to Jesus the honour 
‘due unto the gods. Accordingly, in order that the 
people may not follow your deceits and leave the 
land desolate, and, forsaking the gods of their 
fathers, serve another, I think it just to subject you 
to punishment and death.” 

The monk answered, ‘If thou art eager that all motriodor 
should partake of the good things of life, why dost gidoysi° 
thou not distribute dainties and riches equally MM, 
amongst all? And why is it that the common herd NM 
are pinched with poverty, while thou addest ever to. 
thy store by seizing for thyself the goods of others ? 

Nay, thou carest not for the weal of the many, but 
fattenest thine own flesh, to be meat for the worms 
to feed on. Wherefore also thou hast denied the 
God of all, and called them gods that are not, 
the inventors of all wickedness, in order that, by 
wantonness and wickedness after their example, 
thou mayest gain the title of imitator of the gods. 
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| For, as your gods have done, why should not ye do, 

| and’ they that follow them do? Great then is the 

| __ error that thou hast erred, © king. ‘Thou fearest that 

wwe should persuade certain of the people to join with 

us, and revolt from thy hand, and place themselves 

in that hand that holdeth all things, for thou willest 

the ministers of thy covetoumess to be many, that 

they may be miserable while thou reapest profit from 

their toll; just as a man, who kcepeth hounds sowing ne 

or falcons tamed for hunting, before the hunt may funmon 

be seen to pet them, but, when they have once 

seized the quany, taketh the game with violenee out 

of their mouths. So also thou, willing that there 

shotld be many to pay thee tribute and’ toll from 

Jand and water, pretendest to eare for their welt 

ut in truth bringest on them and above all on thy- 

self eternal ruin; and simply to pile up gold, more 

worthless than dung or rottenness, thow hast been 

deluded into taking darkness for light. But recover 

thy wits from this earthly sleep: open thy: sealed 

| eyes; and behold the glory of God that. shineth 
round about us all; and come at length to thyself 
For saith the prophet, “Take heed, ye unwise among 

the people, and, O ye fools, understand at last.” 

Understand thow that there is no God except our 
God, and no salvation except inn him.” 

Bat the king suid, ‘Cease this foolish babbling, and 

non discover to me Barlaam: else shalt thou taste 

instruments of torture such as thou hast never tasted 

before.’ ‘That noble-minded, great-hearted monk, 

that lover of the heavenly philosophy, was not 
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moved by the king’s threats, but stood unflinching, 
and said, ‘We are not commanded to fulfil thy hest, snd aon 
© king, but the orders of our Lord and God who sftsriin” 
teacheth us temperance, that we should be lords 
over all pleasures and passions, and practise fort 
tude, s0 as to endure all toil and all ill-treatment 
for righteousness’ sake. ‘The more perils that thou 
subjectest us to for the sake of our religion, the 
‘more shalt thou be our benefuctor. Do therefore as 
thou wilt: for we shall not consent to do aught: 
outside our duty, nor shall we surrender ourselves to 
sin, Deem not that it is a slight sin to betray 
1 fellow combatant and fellow-soldier into thy hands. 
Nay, but thou shalt not have that scoff to make 
at us; no, not if thou put us to ten thousand deaths. 
We be not such cowards as to betray our religion 
through dread of thy torments, or to disgrace the 
law divine, So then, if such be thy purpose, make 
ready every weapon to defend thy claim ; for to us to 
live is Christ, and to die for him is the best gain.’ 
Incensed with anger thereat, the monarch ordered tho, 
the tongues of these Confessors to be rooted out, ithe” 
and their eyes digged out, and likewise their hands" 
‘and feet lopped off. Sentence passed, the henchmen 
and guards surrounded and mutilated them, without 
pity and without rath, And they plucked out their 
tongues from their mouths with prongs, and severed 
them with brutal severity, and they digged out their 
340 
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eyes with iron claws, and stretched their arms and legs 
on the rack, and lopped them off, But those blessed, 
shamefast, noble-hearted men went bravely to torture 
like guests to a banquet, exhorting one another to 
‘meet death for Christ his sake undaunted, 

In such divers tortures did these holy monks Iny the, 
down their lives for the Lord. ‘They were in all sol 
seventeen. By common consent, the pfous mind Sis 
is superior to sufferings, as hath been said by one, 
but not of us, when narrating the martydom of the 
aged priest, and of the seven sons with their equally 
brave mother when contending for the law of their 
fathers: whose bravery and lofty spirit, however, 

‘was equalled by these marvellous fathers and eftizens 
and heirs of Hierusalem that is above. 





xxtv., 203 





XXIV 


Avren the monks had made this godly end, the of te yt 
king bade Araches, his chief councillor, now that tthe 


they had failed of their first plan, to look to the Ecc 
second and summon the man Nachor. At dead of Sahat 


* night Araches repaired to his cave (he dwelt in the Te 


esert practising the arts of divination), and told Kio, 
him of their plans, and returned to the king at ™™*™" 
ay-break. Again he demanded horsemen, and 
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made as though he went in quest of Barlaam. When 
he was gone forth, and was walking the desert, a 
ran was seen to issue from a ravine. Araches gave 
command to-his men to pursue him. They took and 
brought him before their master. When asked who 
he was, what his religion and what, his name, the 
man declared himself a Christian and gave his name 
as Barlaam, even as he had been instructed. Araches 
made great show of joy, apprehended him and 
returned quickly to the king, and told his tale and 


produced his man, Then said the king in the hearing yachts 
Roar 


of all present, ‘Art thou the devil's workman, [6h 


Barlaam?’ But he denied it, saying, ‘I am God’s 8 
‘workman, not the devil's. Revile me not ; for Iam 
thy debtor to render me much thanks, because I 
have taught thy son to serve God, and have turned 
him from error to the true God, and have schooled 
him in all manner of virtue.’ Feigning anger, again 
spake the king, ‘Though I ought to allow thee 
never a word, and give thee no room for defence, 
but rather do thee to death without question, yet 
such is my humanity that I will bear with thine 
effrontery until I set a day to try thy cause, If thou 
bbe persuaded by me, thou shalt receive pardon: if 
not, thou shalt die the death.’ With these words he 
delivered him to ,Araches, commanding that he 
should be most strietly guarded. 


On the morrow the king removed thence, and Joumpl 





‘came back to his own palace, and it was blazoned 
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maine drodéoaca per’ ihyou, ds ev ols ébijs Sydabcecey 
5 Abyos. 

Merd yody 8é0 sudpas & Bactheds wapayiveras 
apis 1d 709. viod addruoy. al robrov, els 
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kking’s son heard thereof and was exceeding sad 
at heart, and could in no wise refrain from weeping. 
With groans and lamentations he importuned God, 

and called upon him to succour the aged man. 

Nor did the good God despise his complaint, for 

he is loving with them that abide him in the’ day 

of trouble, and knoweth them that fear him, 
Wherefore in a night vision he made Known the http 
whole plot to the young prince, and strengthened in sion 
and cheered him for the trial of his righteousness, 

So, when the prince awoke from sleep, he 

found that his heart, erstwhile so sore and heavy, 

‘was now full of joyaunee, courge and pleasant light. 

But the king rejoiced at that which he had 

done and planned, imagining that he was well 
advised, and showering thanks on Araches. But 
wickedness lied to itself, to use the words of holy 

David, and righteousness overcame iniquity, com- 
pletely overthrowing it, and causing the memorial 

thereof to perish with sound, as shall be proven, 

by our tale, 

After two days the king visited hi 
When his son came forth for to meet: him, instead {i waa 
of kissing him, as was his’ wont, the father put Mindi 
on a show of distress and anger, and entered the june 
royal chamber, and there sat down frowning. ‘Then fst 
calling to his son, he said, ‘Child, what is this 
report that soundeth in mine ears, and weareth 
‘away my soul with despondeney? Never, I ween, 

man more filled with gladness of heart at 
the birth of a son’ than was I at thine; and, I trow, 
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Seay Sy he's 5p Baplas ib lous moby 208 
erat, ob BéBouxas 8 rv peyloror Oedy Thy 
priv, wh xepah o@ Barodow, } axymrd 
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never was man so distressed and cruelly treated 
by child as I have been by thee, ‘Thou hast 
dishonoured my grey haits, and taken away the 
light. of mine eyes, and loosed the strength of 
my sinews; “for the thing which I greatly feared 
concerning’ thee is come upon me, and, that: whieh 
T was afraid of hath come unto’ me.” Thou art 
become a joy to mine enemies, and a Inughing- 
stock to mine adversaries. With untutored mind wnd 
childish judgement thou hast followed the teaching 
of the deceivers and esteemed the counsel of the 
malicious above mine; thon hast forsaken the 
worship of our gods and become the servant of 
 strmge God. “Child, wherefore hast thou done 
this? I hoped to bring thee up in all” safety, 
and have thee for the staff and support of mine 
old age, and leave thee, as is most mect, to succeed. 
me in my kingdom, but thon wast not ashamed 
to pliy against me the part of a relentless foe. 
And shouldst thou not rather have listened to me, 
and followed my injunctions, than have obeyed 
the idle and foolish pratings of that crafty old 
Xknave, who taught: thee to choose a sour life instead 
of a sweet, and abandon the charms of dalliance, 
to tread the hard and rough road, which the Son 
of Mary ordereth men to go? Dost thou not fear 
the displeasure of the most puissant gods, lest 
they strike thee with lightning, or quell thee’ with 
thunderbolt, or overwhelm thee in the yawning 
earth, because thou hast rejected and scorned those 
deities that have so richly blessed us, and_adomed 
‘our brow with the kingly diadem, and made popu- 
ous nations to be our servants, ‘that, beyond my. 
hope, in answer to my prayer and’ supplication, 
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allowed thee to be bor, and see the sweet 
life of day, and hast joined thyself unto the 
Crucified, duped by the hopes of his servants who 
tell ‘thee fables of worlds to come, and drivel 
about the resurrection of dead bodies, and bring 
in a thousand more absurdities to catch fools? 
Bat now, dearest. son, if thon hast any regard 
| for me thy father, bid a long farewell to these long 
! winded follies, and come sacrifice to the gracious 
J gods, and let’ us propitiate them with hecatombs 
md drink-offerings, that they may grant thee 
] pardon for thy fall; for they be able and strong 
to bless and to punish. And wouldst thou have 
an example of that which I say? Behold us, who 





by them have been advanced to this honour, 
repaying them for their kindness by honouring 
their worshippers and chastising the runagates.” 

Now when the king had ended all this idle 
Wr gainsaying and slandering of our religion, 








id belauding and praising of his idolatry, the saintly 

nung prince saw that the matter needed no further 
‘tb be hid in a corner, but to be lighted and made 
plain to the eyes of all; and, full of boldness and 
courage, he 

“That which I have done, sir, I will not deny. taps 
T have fled from darkness and run to the light: yer 
T have left error and joined the household of ly, 
truth: I have deserted the service of devils, and 
joined the service of Christ, the Son and Word 
‘of God the Father, at whose decree the world was 
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brought out of nothing; who, after forming man 
out of clay, breathed into him the breath of life, 
and set him to live in a paradise of delight, and, 
when he had broken his commandment and was 
become subject unto death, and had fallen into the 
power of the dread ruler of this world, did not fail 
him, but wrought diligently to bring him back to 
his former honour. Wherefore he, the framer of all 
Creation and maker of our race, beeame man for 
‘our sake, and, coming from a holy Virgin's womb, on 
earth conversed with men : for us ungrateful servants 
did the master endure death, even the death of 

















‘the Cross, that the tyramy of sin might be 
destroyed, that the former eondenmation might be 
abolished, that the gates of heaven might be open to 


us again. Thither he hath exalted our nature, and 
set it on the throne of glory, and granted to them 
that love him an everlasting kingdom and joys 
beyond all that tongue ean tell, or ear ean hear. “He 
the mighty and only potentate, King of kings and 
rd of lords, whose might is invineible, and whose 
Cofdship is beyond compare, who only is holy and 
Ayelleth in holiness, who with the Father and with 
tie Holy Ghost is glorified ; into this faith I have 
bbéen baptized. And I acknowledge and glorify and entaminy 
| worship One God in ‘Three persons, of one substance, Bf istan, 
# and not to be confounded, unereate and iiamortal, i 
| eternal, infinite, boundless, without body, without 
passions, immutable, unchangeable, undefinable, the 
fountain of goodness, righteousness and everlasting 
_ light, maker of all’ things visible and invisible, 
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containing and sustaining all things, provident for 
all, ruler and King of all. Without him was there 
nothing made, nor without his providence ean aught 
subsist, He is the life of all, the support of all, the 
light of all, being wholly sweetness and insatiable 
desire, the summit of aspiration. To leave God, 
then, who is so good, so wise, so mighty, and 
to serve impure devils, makers of all sinful lusts, 
‘nd to assign worship to deaf and dumb images, 
that are not, and never shall be, were not that tiie 
the extreme of folly and madness? When was" ‘> 
there ever heard utterance or language from 
their lips? When have they given even the 
smallest answer to their bedesmen? When have 
they walked, or received any impression of sense? 
Those of them that stand have never thought of 
sitting down ; and those that sit have never been 
seen to rise, An holy man hath taught me the 
ugliness, i savour and insensibility of these idols, 
and, moreover, the rottenness and weakness of the 
devils that operate in them and by them deceive 
yous and I loathe their wickednesses and, hating 
them with a perfect hatred, have joined myself to the 
living and true God, and him will I serve until my 
latest breath, that my spirit also may return into his 
hands. “When these unspeakable blessings cane in 
my path, I rejoiced to be freed from the bondage of 
evil devils, and to be reclaimed from dire captivity 
and to be illumined with the light of the countenance 
of the Lord. But my soul was distressed and divided 
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asunder, that thou, my lord and father, didst not 
share in my blessings. Yet I feared the stubborn- 
ness of thy mind, and kept my grief to myself, not 
wishing to anger thee; but, without ceasing, 1 
prayed God to draw thee to himself, and call thee 
back from the long exile that thou hast imposed 
upon thyself, n runagate alas! from righteousness, 
and a servant of all sin and wickedness. But sith 
thou thyself, O- my father, hast. brought mine affairs 
to light, hear the sum of my resolve: T will not be 
false to my covenant with Christ; no, I swear it by 
him that bought me out of slavery with his own 
precious blood ; even if I must needs die a thousand 
deaths for his sake, die I will. Knowing then how 
matters now stand with me, prithee, no longer aut 








trouble thyself in endeavouring to persuade me to {2/0 


change my good confession. For as it were a fit, 


‘thankless and never ending task for thee to try to 
‘grasp the heavens with thy hand, or to dry up the 
waters of the sea, so hard were it for thee to 
change me. Rither then now listen to my counsel, 
and join the household of Christ, and so thou shalt 
gain blessings past man's understanding, and we 
shall be fellows with one another by faith, even as 
bby nature ; or else, be well assured, I shall depart 
thy sonship, and serve my God with a clear con~ 
science.’ 







anger, 
guished his teeth fiercely, like any madman, 
‘Who, said he, fis blameable for all my misfortunes 
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but myself, who have dealt with thee so kindly, and 
eared for thee as no father before? Hence the 
perversity and conteariness of thy mind, gathering 
Strength by the licence that I gave thee, hath rade 
thy madness to full upon mine own pate. Rightly 
prophesied the astrologers in thy nativity that thou 
shouldest prove a knave and villain, an impostor and 
rebellions son, But now, if thou wilt make void my 
counsel, and cease to be my son, I will become thine 
enemy, and entreat: thee worse than ever man yet 
entrented his foes.” 

Again said Fousaph, ‘Why, O king, hast thou been tase 
kindled to wrath? Art thou grieved that I have Sim" 
gained such bliss? Why, what father was ever seen Eis 
to be sorrowful in the prosperity of his son? Would 
not such an one be called an enemy rather than 
a father? Therefore will I no more call thee my 
father, but will withdraw from thee, as a man fleeth 
from a snake, if I know that thou gradgest me my 
salvation, and with violent hand forcest me to 
destruction. If thoa wilt foree me, and play the 

rant, as thou hast threatened, be assured that thow 
shalt juin nought thereby sive to exchange the 
name of father for that of tyrant and murderer, It 
‘were easier for thee to attain to the ways of the 
eagle, and, like him, cleave the air, than to alter my 
loyalty to Christ, und that good confession that 
Thave confessed in him, But be wise, O my father, 
‘and shake off the rheum and mist from the eyes of 
‘thy mind, lift them aloft and look upward to view 
the light of my God that enlighteneth all around, 
and be thyself at lst, enlightened swith this light 
most sweet. Why art thou wholly given up to the 
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passions and desires of the flesh, and why is there no 

looking upward? Know thon that all flesh is grass timing 

and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. ‘The Mtr 

russ withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away ; Mts 
Lord, which by the gospel is biome 

preached unto all, shall endure for ever. “Why then 

dost thou thus madly cling to and embrace that glory, 

which, lke spring flowers, fadeth and perisheth, and to 

beastly unsavoury wantonness, and to the abominable 

passions of the belly and the members thereunder, 

which for a senson please the senses of fools, 

but afterwards make returns more bitter than gall, 

when the shadows and dreams of this vain life are 

passed away, and the lovers thereof, and workers of 

iniquity are imprisoned in the perpetual prin of dark 

and unquenchable fire, where the worm that sleepeth 

not gnaweth for ever, md where the fire that ceaseth 

not and is not quenched burneth through endless 

‘ages? And with these sinners alas! thou too 

shalt be imprisoned and grievously tormented, and 

shalt bitterly rue thy wicked counsels, and bitterly 

regret thy days that now arc, and. think upon 

my words, but there shall be no advantage in 

repentance ; for in death there is no confession and 

repentance. But the present is the set time for 

work: the future for reward, Hen if the pleasures, 

of the present world were not evanescent and fleet: 

ing, but were to endure for ever with their owners 

not ‘even thus should my inan choose them before 

the gifts of Christ, and the good things that pass 
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‘man's understanding. Soothly, as the sun sur- 
passeth in radiance'and brightness the dead of 

night, even so, and much more so, doth the happi- 

ness promised to those that love God excel in glory 

and magnificence all earthly kinship and glory 

and there is utter need for m man to choose the 

more excellent before the more worthless. And 
forasmuch as everything here is fleeting and subject 

to decay, and pasieth and vanisheth as a dream, snd 

as a shadow and vision of sleep; and as one’ may 

sooner trast the unstable breezes, or the tracks of 

ship passing over the waves, than the prosperity of wat te 
‘men, whut simplicity, nay, what folly nnd madness sont 
itis to choose the corruptible and perishable, the 
‘weak things of no worth, rather than the incorruptible 
and everlnsting, the imperishable and endless, and, 
by the temporal enjoyment of these things, to forfeit * 
the eternal fruition of the lnppiness to come! Wilt 

thou not understand this, my father? Wilt thou 

not haste past the things which Inste pass thee, and 
attach thyself to that which endureth? —Wilt'thou 
not prefer a home land to a foreign land, light to 
darkness, the spirit to the flesh, eternal life, to the 
shadow of death, the indestructible to the fleeting? 

Wilt thou not escape from the grievous bondage of 

the cruel prince of this world, I mean the devil, 

and become the servant of the good, tender hearted, 

and all merciful Lord? Wilt thou not break away. 

from serving thy many gods, falsely so called, and 

serve the one, true and living God? Though’ thou 

hast sinned against him often times by blaspheming 

him, and often times by slaying his servants with 
dread tonnents, yet, [know well, that if thou turn 
again, he shall in hig kindness receive thee, and no 
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more remember thine offences: because he willeth 
not the death of a sinner but rather that he may 
turn and live—he, who came down from the un- 
speakable heights, to seek us that had gone astray : 
who endured for us Cross, scourge and death 5.who 
bought with his precious blood us who had been 
sold in bondage under sin. Unto him be glory and 
praise for ever and ever! Amen.” 

The king was overwhelmed with astonishment 
‘and anger; with astonishment, at his son's wisdom. 
and unanswerable words; with anger, at the per- 
sistence with which he denounced his father's gods, 
and mocked and ridiculed the whole tenour of his 
life, He could not admit the glory of his discourse 
Because of the grosmess of the darkness within, 
but natural affection forbad him to punish his son, 
or evilly to entreat him, and he utterly despaired 
of moving him by threats. Fearing then that, if he 
argued further with him, his son’s boldness and 
bitter satire might Kindle him to hotter anger, 
and lead him to do him a mischief, he arose in 
wrath and withdrew. ‘Would that thou hadst 
never been bor,’ he ered, ‘nor hadst come to 
the light of day, destined as thou wert to be 
such an one, a blasphemer of the gods, and a 
renegade from thy father’s love and admonition ! 
But thou shalt not alway mock the invincible 
gods, nor shall their enemies rejoice for long, 
nor shall these knavish sorceries prevail. For except 
thou become obedient unto me, and right minded 
toward the gods, I will first deliver thee to sundry 
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tortures, and then put thiee to the eruellest death, 
dealing with thee not as with a son, but as with an 
enemy and rebel” 





XxXV 


Iw such wise did the father threaten and wrath= tesagh 
fally retire, But the son entered his own bed- ley" 
chamber, and lifted up his eyes to the proper judge ®™! lore 
of his cause, and cried out of the depth of his heart, 

*O Lord my God, my sweet hope and unerring 
promise, the sure refuge of them that are wholly 
given up to thee, with gracions and kindly eye 
look upon the contrition of my heart, and leave 
me not, neither forsake me. But, according to 
thine unerring pledge, be thou with me, thine 
unworthy and somy servant, 

confess, the maker and provider of all creation, 
‘Therefore do thou thyself enable me to continue 
in this good confession, until_my dying breath : 
ook upon me, and pity me; and stand by and 
keep me unhurt by any working of Satan. Look 
upon me, O King: for my heart is enkindled 
with longing after thee, and is parched as with 
Duming thirst in the desert, desiring thee, the 
well of immortality. Deliver not to the wild 
beasts my soul that confesseth thee: forget not 
the soul of the poor for ever; but grant me 
that am,a sinner, throughout my length of days 
to suffer all things for thy name's stke and in 
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the confession of thee, and to sacrifice my whole 
self unto thee. For, with thy might working in 

them, even the feeble shall wax exceeding strong ; 

for thou only art the unconguerable ally and mereiful 

God, whom all creation blesseth, glorified for ever 

and ever. Amen.’ 

‘When he had thus prayed, he felt divine comfort te xing 
stealing over his heart, and, fulfilled with courage, tftia, nis 
he spent the whole night in prayer. Meanwhile the 
king communed with Araches, his frfend, as touching 
his son's matters, and signified to him his son’s sheer 
audacity and unchangeable resolution. Araches gave 
counsel that he should, in his dealings with him, 
show the utmost kindness and courtesy, in the hope, 

rchance, of alluring him by flattering attentions, 

‘The day following, the king came to his son, and sat 
down, and called him to his side. He embraced and 
kissed him affectionately, coaxing him gently and 
tenderly, and said, O my darling and well-beloved 
son, honour thou thy father’s grey hairs: listen tomy 
entrenty, and come, do saerifice to the gods; thus 
shalt thou win their favour and receivent their hands 
length of days, and the enjoyment of all glory and of 
am undisputed ingdom, and happiness of every sort 
‘Thus shalt thon be well pleasing to me thy father 
throughout life and be honoured and lauded of all 
men. It is a great count in the score of praise to be 
obedient to thy father, especially in a good cause, 
and to gain the goodwill of the gods. What thinkest sna 
thou, my son? Is it that I have willingly declined Powe 
from’ the right, and chosen to travel on the wrong "ithiiia to 
| yond oF thet, from ignorance and inexperience of Seal tay, 
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the good, I have given myself todestruction? Well, 
if thou thinkest that I willingly prefer the evil to 
the profitable, and choose death before life, thou 
seemest to me, son, completely to have missed the 
‘goal in judging. Dost thou not see to what dis- 
comfort and trouble I often expose myself in mine 
expeditions against my foes, or when I am engaged in 
divers other business for the public good, not sparing 
myself even hunger and thirst, if need be, the 
‘march on foot, or the couch on the ground? As for 
riches and money, such is my contempt and scom 
thereof, that I have at times ungrudgingly lavished 
all the stores of my palace, to build mighty temples 
for thé gods, and to adorn them with all manner of 
splendour, or else to distribute liberal largess to my 
soldiers. Possessing then, as I also do, this contempt 
of pleasure and this courage in danger, what zeal 
would T not have devoted to contemning all else, 
and winning my salvation, had { only found that the 
religion of the Galileans were better than mine own? 
But, if thou condemnest me for ignorance and in- 
experience of the good, consider how many sleepless 
nights I have spent, with some problem before me, 
oft-times no very important one, giving myself no 
rest until I had found the clear and most apt 
solution. 

Seeing then that I reckon that not even the least of i yo 
these temporal concerns is unworthy of thought until {¥eiSu., 
all be fitly completed for the advantage of all and" s: 
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seeing that all(I ween) bear me witness that no man thtratht 


under the sun can search out secrets with more ‘nip, 
diligence than I, how then could I have considered 
divine things, that call for worship and serious 
consideration, unworthy of thought, and not rather 
have devoted all my zeal, all my soul, and all my 
mind to the investigation thereof, to find out the 
right and the tue? Aye, and T have laboriously 
sought thereafter. Many nights and days have I 
spent thus: many wise and learned men have I 
called to my council ; and with many of them that, 
are called Christians have T conversed. By untiring 
enquiry and ardent search I have discovered the 
pathway of truth, witnessed by wise men honoured 
for their intelligence and wit,—that there is none 
other faith than ours. This is the path that we tread 
to-day, worshipping the most puissant gods, and 
holding fast to that sweet-and delightsome life, 
given by them to all men, fulfilled with all manner 
of pleasure and gladness of heart, which the leaders 
and priests of the Galileans have in their folly re- 
Jected; so that, in hope of some other uncertain 
life, they have readily cast away this sweet light, and 
all ‘those pleasures which the gods have bestowed 
on us for enjoyment, and all the while know not 
what they say, nor whereof they confidently affirm, 








“But thow, dearest son, obey thy father, who, by anc uadan 
inant 


iligent and honest search, hath found’ the eal {3:5? 
good. Lo, I have shown thee that, neither willingly, ihe 
no, nor by way of ignorance, have I failed of the 
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ood; but rather that I have found and laid hold 
thereon, And I eamestly desire that thou too 
shouldest not wander as a fool, but shouldest follow 
me. Have respect then unto thy father. Dost thou 
not know how lovely a thing it is to obey one’s 
father, and please him in all ways? Contrariwise, 
how deadly and cursed a thing it is to provoke a 
father and despise his commands? As many as have 
done 50, have come to a miserable end, But be not 
thou, my son, one of their number. Rather do that 
which is well pleasing to thy sire, and so mayest 
‘thou obtain all happiness and inherit my blessing and. 
my kingdom !” 
"The high minded and noble youth listened to his tap 
father’s windy discourse and foolish opposition, and toaritd, 
sien ria 


; 
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ed therein the devices of the crooked serpent, {5+ 
and how standing at his right hand he had prepared Sah ¢r 
a snare for his feet, and was scheming how to over- 
throw his righteous soul, and hinder him of the prize 
laid up in store. Therefore the prince set before his 
‘eyes the commandment of the Lord, which saith, ‘1 
‘came not to send peace, butasword. For I am come 
to set a man at variance against his father, and a 
daughter against her mother,’ and so forth : and “He 
that loveth father or mother more than me is not 
worthy of me’; and‘ Whosoever shall deny me before 
men, him will [also deny before my Father which isin 
heaven.’ When he had considered these things, and 
fettered his soul with divine fear, and strengthened 
it with longing desire and love, right opportunely he 
remembered the saying of Solomon, ‘There is a time 
to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a 
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time of peace.’ First of all he prayed in silence, and 

id, ‘Have merey of me, Lord God, have mercy 
of me; for my soul trusteth in thee; and under the 
shadow of thy wings I shall hope till wickedness 
overpass, I shall ery to the highest God; to God 
that did well to me,’ and the rest of the psalm. 

Then said Ioasaph to the king, To honour one’s sop. 





father, and to obey his commands, md to serve him [sie 
with good will and affection is taught us by the Lord £90" 
of us all, who hath implanted in our hearts this 
natural affection. But, when loving devotion to our 
parents bringeth our soul into peril, and separateth 
her from her Maker, then we are commanded, at 
all costs, to cut it out, and, on no account, to yield 
to them that would depart us from God, but to 
hate and avoid them, even if it be our father that 
fissueth the abominable command, or our mother, 
or our king, or the master of our life. Wherefore 
itis impossible for me, out of devotion to my father, 
to forfeit God So, prithee, trouble not thyself, nor 








“me ¢ but be persuaded, and let us, both serve the true 


and living God, for the idols’ which thou now 
worshippest are the works of men’s hands, devoid of 
breath, and deaf, and give nought but destruction 
and eternal punishment to their worshippers, 

“But if this be not thy pleasure, deal with me 
even as thou wilt: for [am a servant of Christ, 
and neither flatteries nor torments shall separate 
me from his love, for, as I told thee yesterday, T 
have sworn it by my Master's name, and con- 
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firmed the word with surest oath. But, whereas 
thou snidest that thou didst neither wilfully do 

‘wrong, nor didst fail of the mark through ignorance, 

bat after much laborious enquiry hadst ascertained 

that it was traly a good thing to worship idols and to 

be riveted to the pleasures of the passions—that 

thou art wilfully a wrong doer, I may not say. But 

this I know full well, and would have thee know, O 

iny father, that thon art surrounded with a dense 

mist of ignorance, and, walking in darkness that may 

be felt, seest not even one snall glimmer of light. 
Wherefore thou hast lost the right pathway, and 
wanderest over tervible cliffs and chasms. Holding 
darkness for light, and clinging to death as it were 

life, thou dcemest that thou art well advised, and 

hast reflected to good effect: but it is not s0, not so, 

‘The objects of thy veneration are not gods but statues 

of devils, charged with all their filthy power; nor 

ig the life, which thou pronouncest sweet and 
pleasant, and thinkest to be full of delight and 
gladness of heart, such in kind: but the same is 
abominable, according to the word of truth, and to 

be abhored. For for a time it sweeteneth and 
tickleth the gullet, but afterwards it maketh the 

visings more bitter than gall (as said my teacher), 

and is sharper than any two edged sword. 

“How shall I describe to thee the evils of this life? sna 

I will tell them, and they shall" be more in. number fe, 
than the sand.’ For such life is the fishhook of the tyoraah et 
devil, baited with beastly pleasure, whereby he de- ?°™*4% 
ceiveth and draggeth his prey into the depth of hell. 
Whereas the good things, promised by my Master, 
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which thou callest “the hope of some other 
uncertain life,” are true and unchangeable: they 
Know no end, and are not subject to decay. 
There is no language that can declare the greatness 

of yonder glory and delight, of the joy unspeakable, 

and the everlasting gladness. As thou seest, we + 
all die; and there is no man that shall live and 

not see death. But one day we shall all. rise again, 
when our Lord Jesus Christ cometh, the Son of God, 

in unspeakable glory and dread power, the only 

King of kings, and Lord of lotta; to whom every 

Knee shall bow, of things: in heaven, and things 

fn earth, and things under the earth, Such terror whe te 
shall he then inspire that the very powers of Ravi, 
hheaven shall be shaken: and before him there site 
shall stand in fear thousand thousinds, and ten ™* 
thousand times ten thousand of Angels and Arch- 
angels, amd fear and terror shall be on every 

side. For one of the Archangels shall sound with 

the tramp of God, and immediately the heavens 

shall be rolled together as a scroll; and the earth 

shall be rent, and shall give up the dead bodies of 

all men that ever were since the first man Adam 

until that day, And then shall all men. that, have 

he beginning of the world, in the 
twinkling of an eye stand alive before the judgement 

seat of the immortal Lord, and every ‘man shall 

give account of his own deeds. ‘Then shall the 
Tighteous shine forth as the sun; they that believed 

in the Father, Son and Holy Ghost, and ended this 
present life in good works. And how can I deseribe 

to thee the glory that shall receive them at that day ? 

For though T compare their brightness and bewity 
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to the light of the sun or to the brightest lightning 
flash, yet should I fail to do justice to their bright 

ness, Bye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 

have entered into the heart of man, the things which 

God hath prepared for them that love him, in 

the kingdom of heaven, in the light which no 

man em approach unto, in his unspeakable and 
unending glory. 

Such joys and such Dliss shall the righteous wes tne 
obtain, but they that have denied the only trae God shufrecive 
‘and not known their Maker and Creator, but have juimaueut 
Norshipped foul devils, and rendered homage to Mkt 
dumb idols, and loved the pleasures of this vain "#" 
world, and, like swine, wallowed in the mire of i 
ful lusts, and made their lives a headquarters for all 
‘wickedness, shall stand naked and Inid bare, down- 
ight ashamed and downeast, pitiable in appearance 
and, in fact, set forth for a reproach to all creation. 
‘All their life in word, deed and thought shall come 
before their faces. ‘Then after this bitter disgrace 
and unbearable repronch, shall they be sentenced to 
the unquenchable and light-less fire of Gehenna, 
unto the outer darkness, the gnashing of teeth and 
the venomous worm. ‘his is their portion, this 
their lot, in the which they shall dwell together 
in punishment for endless ages, because they re- 
jected the good things offered them in promise, and, 
for the sake of the pleasure of sin for a season, 
made choice of eternal punishment, For these 
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reasons—to obtain that unspeakable bliss, to enjoy 
‘that ineffable glory, to equal the Angels in splen- 
dour, and to stand with boldness before the good 
and most sweetest Lord, to escape those bitter and 
unending punishments—time after time, were it not 
worth men's while to sacrifice their riches and 
bodies, nay, even their very lives? Who is so 
cowardly, who so foolish, us not to endure a thousand 
temporal deaths, to escape eternal and everlasting 
death, and to inherit life, blissful and unperishable, 
and to shine in the light of the blessed and life. 
giving Trinity?" 


XXVI 


Wan the king heard these words, and saw the re xing 
steadfastness, and unbuxomness of his son, who Seth, 
yielded neither to flattery, nor persuasion, nor threat, 2p!" 
he marvelled indeed at the Persuasiveness of his rligion 
speech and his irrefutable anwers, and was convicted 
by his own conscience secretly assuring him that 
Tossaph spake truly and aright. But he was dragged 
back by his evil habit and passions, which, from long 
uge, had taken firm grip on him, and held him in as 
with bit and bridle, and suffered him not to behold 
the light of truth. So he left: no stone untumed, as 
the saying is, and adhered to his old purpose, deter- 
mining to put into action the plot which he and 
Araches had between them devised, Said he te his 
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son, ‘Although, child, thon oughtest in all points 
simply to give in to my commands, yet, because thou 
art stubborn and disobedient, and hast: thus stiffly 
opposed me, insisting that thine own opinion should 
prevail over all, bid we now farewell to vain insis- 
tance, and let persuasion be now our policy. And, 
forasmuch as Barlasm, thy deceiver, is here, my 
prisoner in iron chains, I will make a great assembly, 
; and summonalll our people and your Galileans, to one 
phe; and I will charge heralds to proclaim ex- 
pressly that none of the Christians shall fear, but 
that all shall muster without dread; and we will 
hold debate together. If your side win, then shall ye 
and your Barlaam gain your desires; but if ye 
lose, then shall ye with right good will yield your- 
selves to my commands.” 

But this truly wise and prudent youth, forewarned, king 
by the heavenly vision sent him, of bis father's Saas” 
+ mischief, replied, “The Lord's will be done! Be it ittaten 

according to thy command! May our good God and °°" 
Lord himself vouchsafe that we wander not from 
the right way, for my soul trusteth in him, and he 
shall be merciful unto me.’ There and then did the 
king command all, whether idolaters or Christians, to 
assemble. Letters were despatched in all quarters: 
heralds proclaimed it in every village town that no 
Christian need fear any secret surprise, Dut all might 
come together without fear, as friends and kindred, 
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for the honest and unrestrained enquiry that should 
be held with their chief and captain, Barlasm. In 
like manner also he summoned the initiate and the 
temple-keepers of his idols, and wise men of the 
Chaldeans and Indians that were in all his kingdom, 
beside certain augurs, sorcerers and seers, that they, 
might get the better of the Christians. 


Then were there gathered together multitudes Lasting 
that held his loathly religion; but of the Christians aah 
was there found one only that came to the help Pang? 


of the supposed Barlaam. His name was Barachias. 
For of the Faithful, some were dead, having fallen 
victims to the fury of the governors of the cities; 
and some were hiding in mountains and dens, in 
dread of the terrors hanging over them ; while others 
hhad feared the threats of the king, and durst not 
adventure themselves into the light of day, but were 
worshippers by night, serving Christ in secret, and 
in no wise boldly confessing him. So noble-hearted 
Barachias came alone to the contest, to help and 
champion the trath. 

The king sat down before all on a doom-stool high Tue king 
and exalted, and bade his son sit beside him. He, in jaye tse 
reverence and awe of his father, consented not there- ®= 
to, but sat near him on the ground. There stood 
the learned in the wisdom which God hath made 
foolish, whose unwise hearts had gone astray, as 
saith the Apostle ; for, ‘professing themselves to be 
wise, they became fools, and changed the glory of 
the uncorruptible God into an image made like to 
corruptible man, and four-footed beasts, and creeping 
things.’ These were assembled for to join argument 
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with the king’s son and his fellows, and on them was 
falfilled the proverb, ‘Gazelle against lion.’ The one 
made the most High his house of defence, and his 
hope was under the shadow of his wings; while the 
others trusted in the princes of this world, who are 
made of none effect, and in the ruler of the darkness 
of this’ world, to whom they have subjected them- 
selves miserably and wretchedly. 
Now enme ou Nacher, in the dognise of Bastesmn sehen 
andthe king's side were like to reach their goal ; nat 
but, once again, very different was the ordering Binghlet 
of the providence of God. When all the aawcltho 
company was come, thus spake the king to his 
‘orators and philosophers, or rather to the deceivers 
of his people, and fools at heart, ‘ Behold now, there 
lieth before you a contest, even the mightiest of 
contests; for one of two things shall befall you. If 
ye establish our cause, and prove Barlaam and his 
‘friends to be in error, ye shall have your fill of glory 





and honour from us and all the senate, and shall be 


crowned with crowns of victory. But if ye be 
worsted, in all ignominy ye shall pitiably perish, 

and all your goods shall be given to the people, that 

your memorial may be clean blotted out from off the 

‘earth. Your bodies will I give to be devoured by 

wild beasts and your children will I deliver to 
perpetual slavery.” 

When the king had thus spoken, his son said, ‘A Iasmrhtoo, 
righteous doom hast thou judged this day, O king. cia 
‘The Lord establish this thy mind! I too have Sil he 
‘the same bidding for my teacher.’ And, turning 2) 
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round to Nachor, who was supposed to be Barlaam, 
he said, ‘Thou knowest, Barlaam, in what splendour 
‘and luxury thou foundest me. With many a speech 
thou persuadedst me to leave my father’s laws and 
‘customs, and to serve. an unknown God, drawn by the 
promise of some unspeakable and eternal blessings, 
to follow thy doctrines and to provoke to anger my 
father and lord. Now therefore consider that thou 
art weighed in the balance. If thou overcome in the 
wrestling, and prove that the doctrines, which thou 
hhast taught me, be trae, and show that they, that 
try a fall with us, be in error, thou shalt be magnified 
‘a5 no man heretofore, and shalt be entitled “herald 
of trath”; and I will abide in thy doctrine and serve 
Christ, even as thou didst preach, until my dying 
breath. But if thou be worsted, by foul play or 
fair, and thus bring shame on me to-day, speedily 
will T avenge me of mine injury; with mine own 
hands will I quickly tear out thy heart and thy tongue, 
and throw them with the residue of thy earcase to be 
meat for the’ dogs, that others may be lessoned by 
‘thee not to cozen the sons of kings.” 

When Nachor heard these words, he was ex Xuhm, 
ceeding sorrowful and downcast, seeing himself mea 
falling into the destruction that he had made for Saath" 
other, and being drawn into the net that he had Zs, 
laid privily, and feeling the sword entering into his 
own soul. So he took counsel with himself, and 
determined rather to take the side of the king's son, 
and make it to prevail, that he might avoid the 
danger hanging over him, because the prince was 
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doubtless able to requite him, should he be found to 
Provoke him. But this was all the work of divine 
providence that was wisely establishing our cause 
by the mouth of our adversaries. For when these 
idol priests and Nachor crossed words, like another 
Barlaam, who, of old in the time of Balak, when 
Ppurposing to curse Israel, loaded him with mani- 
fold blessings, so did Nachor mightily resist these 
unwise and unlearned wise men. 

There sat the king upon his throne, his son beside 
hhim, as we have said. There beside him stood these 
‘unwise orators who had whetted their tongues like a 
sharp sword, to destroy truth, and who (as saith 
Esay) conceive mischief and bring forth iniquity. 
‘There were gathered innumerable multitudes, come 
to view the contest and see which side should carry 
off the victory. Then one of the orators, the most 
eminent of all his fellows, said unto Nachor, ‘Art thou 
‘that Barlaam which hath so shamelessly and anda- 
ciously blasphemed our gods,and hath enmeshed our 
king's well beloved son in the net of error; and 
tanght him to serve the Crucified?’ Nachor ans- 
wered, ‘Iam he, I am Barlaam, that, as thou sayest, 
doth set your gods at nought: but the king's son 
have [ not enmeshed in error; but rather from error 
have I delivered him, and brought him to the true 
God.’ The orator replied, “When the great and 
‘marvellous men, who have discovered all knowledge 
of wisdom, do call them high and immortal gods, and 
‘when all the kings and honourable men upon earth 
do worship and adore them, how waggest thou tongue 
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against them, and, in brief, how dufst thou be so 
mighty brazen-faced? What is the manner of thy 
proof that the Crucified is God, and these be none?” 
Then replied Nachor, disdaining even to answer the 
speaker. He beckoned with his hand to the multi- 
tude to keep silence, and opening his mouth, like 
Balaam’s ass, spake that which he had not purposed 
to say, and thus addressed the king. 


XXVIL 


“By the providence of God, O king, came I into wuctor 
the world; and when I contemplated heaven and pg! 
earth and sea, the sun and moon, and the other dissone 


Grane or 


heavenly bodies, I was led to marvel at their fair Sven) 


order. And, when I beheld the world and all that 
therein is, how it is moved by law, I understood that 
he who moveth and sustaineth it is God. That 
which moveth is ever stronger than that which 
is moved, and that which sustaineth is stronger than 
that which is sustained. Him therefore I call God, 
who constructed all things “and sustaineth them, 
without beginning, without end, immortal, without 
ant abore all passions, and filings, such as anger 
fongeifalnes, ignorance, and the By him all 

consist. He hath no need of sacrifice, or 
Se Sem oe of any of the things that we see, 
but all men have need of him. 


‘Now that I have said thus much concerning God, ottstten, 


according as he hath granted me to speak concerning {rss 
himself, come we now to the human race, that we 
may know which of them partake of truth, and 
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which of error. It is manifest to us, O king, that 
there are three races of men in this world: those 
that are worshippers of them whom ye call gods, 
and Jews, and Christians. And again those who serve 
many gods are divided into three races, Chaldeans, 
Greeks and Egyptians, for these are to the other 
nations the leaders and teachers of the service and 
worship of the gods whose name is lesion, Let us 
therefore see which of these hold the truth, and 
which error. 

«The Chaldeans, which knew not God, went astray 
after the clements and began to worship the ereature 
rather than their Creator, and they made figures of' 
‘these ereatures and called them likenesses of heaven, 
and earth and sea, of sun and moon, and of th other 
elements or luminaries. And they enclosed them in 
temples, and worship them under the title of gods, 
and guard them in safety lest they be stolen by 
robbers. ‘They have not understood how that which 
guardeth is ever. greater than that which is guarded, 
and that the maker is greater than the thing that is 
made; for, if the gods be unable to take care 
of themselves, how can they take care of others? 
Great then is the error that the Chaldeans have 
erred in worshipping lifeless and useless images. 
‘And I am moved to wonder, O king, how they, who 
are called philosophers among them, fail to under- 
stand that even the very elements are corruptible. 
But if the elements are corruptible and subject? to 
law, how are they gods? And if the elements 
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are not gods, how are the images, created to their 
Ronour, fous} 

“Come we then, O king, to the elements themselves, 
that we may prove, concerning them, that they are 
not gods, but corruptible and changeable things, 
brought out of non-existence by the command of 
the existent God, who is incorruptible, and un- 
changeable, and invisible, but yet himself seeth all 
things, and, as he willeth, changeth and altereth 
the same.” What then must I say about the 
clement? 

“They, who ween that the Heaven is a god, are in Nast 
error. For we see it turning and moving by law, Ro 
and consisting of many parts, whence also it is called slants 
Cosmos! Now a “Cosmos” is the handiwork of gra" 
some artificer: and that which is wrought by fpitier 
handiwork hath beginning and end. And the 
firmament is moved by law together with its 
luminaries. ‘The stars are borne from Sign to Sign, 
each in his order and place : some rise, while others 
set: and they run their journey according to fixed 
seasons, to fulfil summer and winter, as it hath been 
ordained for them by God, nor do’ they transgeess 
their proper bounds, according to the inexorable law 
of nature, in common with the heavenly firmament. 
‘Whence it is evident that the heaven is not a god, 
but only a work of God. 

“They again that think that the Barth is a god- nor Bars, 
dess have gone astray. We behold it dishiooured, 
mastered, defiled and rendered useless by mankind. If 
it be baked by the sun, it becometh dead, for nothin 
groweth from a potsherd. And again, if it be soak 


* A play on the Greek word Kosmos which means: (1) An 
ordeely atrangement, (2) Univers o 
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overmuch, it rotteth, frait and all. It is trodden 
under foot of men and the residue of the beasts: it 
is polluted with the blood of the murdered, it is 
digged and made a grave for dead bodies. This being 
so, Earth ean in no wise be a goddess, but only the 
work of God for the use of men. 

‘They that think that Water is a god have gone nor Water, 

astray. It also hath been made for the use of men. 
It is under their lordship: it is polluted, and 
perisheth : it is altered by boiling, by dyeing, by 
congealment, or by being brought to the cleansing of 
defilement. Wherefore Water cannot be a god, but 
only the work of God. 

“They that think that Bive fs a god are in error. wor Po, 
It too was made for the use of men. It is subject to. 
their lordship, being carried about from place to 
place, for the seething and roasting of all manner of 
meats, yea, and for the burning of dead corpses. 
Moreover it perisheth in divers ways, when it is 
quenched by mankind. Wherefore Fire cannot be a 
‘god, but only the work of God. 

“They that think that the breath of the Winds is yore 
god are in error. This, as is evident, is subject Huet, 
to another, and hath been prepared by God, for the 
sake of mankind, for the carriage of ships, and the 
conveyance of victuals, and for other uses of mens 
and it riseth and falleth according to the ordinance 
of God. Wherefore it is not to be supposed that 
the breath of the Winds is a god, but only the 
work of God. 

“They that think that the Sun is « god are in Norwethe 
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error. We see him moving and turning by law, and neaynty 

md tae 
passing from Sign to Sign, setting ang rising to 
warm herbs and trees for the use of men, sharing 
power with the other stars, being much less than the 
heaven, and filling into eclipse and possessed of no 
sovranty of his own. Wherefore we may not consider 
that the Sun is a god, but only the work of God. 

«They that think that the Moon is a goddess are por tne 
in error, We behold her moving and turning by law, ™" 
and passing from Sign to Sign, setting and rising for 
the use of men, lesser than the sun, waxing and 
‘waning, suffering eclipse. Wherefore we do not 
consider that the Moon is a goddess, but only the 
work of God. 

‘They that think that Man is a god are in error, Nests 

We see man moving bylaw, growing up, and wating iat ina 
old, even against his will. Now he rejoiceth, now he * 
grieveth, requiring meat and drink and raiment. 
Besides he is passionate, envious, lustful, fickle, and 
full of failings: and he perisheth in many a way, by 
the elements, by wild beasts, and by the death that 
ever awaiteth him. So man cannot be a god, but only 
theiwork of God. Great then is the enor that the 
Chaldeans have erred in following their own lusts; 
for they worship corruptible elements and dead 
images, neither do they perceive that they are making 
‘gods of these. 
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«Now, come we to the Greeks that we may see oftheerors 
whether they have any understanding concerning Grdteand 
God. The Greeks, then, professing themselves to be 2th 

! wise, fell into greater folly than the Chaldeans, #% 
alleging the existence of many gods, some male, 
others female, creators of all passions and sins of every 
Kind, Wherefore the Grecks, O king, introduced an 
absurd, foolish and ungodly fashion of talk, calling 
! them gods that were not, according to their own evil 
passions; that, having these gods for advocates of 
' their wickedness, they might commit adultery, theft, 
murder and all manner of iniquity. For f their gods 
did so, how should they not themselves do the like? 
Therefore from these practices of error it came to 
ppass that men suffered frequent wars and slaughters 
and cruel captivities. But if now we choose to 
| _ pass in review each one of these gods, what a strange 
sight shalt thon see! 

“ First and foremost they introduce the god whom Ot Kron, 

they call Kronos, and to him they sacrifice their own 
children, to him who had many sons by Rhea, and in 
‘fit of madness ate his own children. And they say 
‘that Zeus cut off his privy parts, and cast them into 
the sea, whence, as fable telleth, was born Aphrodite. 
So Zeus bound his own father, and cast him into 
Tartarus. Dost thou mark the delusion of lasefvious- 
ness that they allege against their gods? Is it 
possible then that one who was prisoner and matilated 
should be a god? What folly? What man in his 
senses could admit it? 

‘Next they introduce Zeus, who, they say, is the of zous, 
king of the gods, and took the shape of animals, that 
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he might defile mortal women. ‘They show him 
transformed into a bull, for Europa; into gold, for 

Danae; into a swan, for Leda; into a satyr, for 
Antiope; and into a thunder-bolt, for Semele. 

Then of these were born many children, Dionysus, 

Zethus, Amphion, Herakles, Apollo, Artemis, Perseus, 

Castor, Helen, Polydeukes, Minos, Rhadamanthos, 
Sarpedon, and the nine daughters whom they call 

‘the Muses. 

«In like manner they introduce the story of 
Ganymede. Ana so befel it, O king, that men 
{imitated them in many ways, and beeaine adulterers, 
and defilers of themselves with mankind, and doers 
of other monstfous deeds, in imitation of their gods. 

How then can an adulterer, one that defileth himself 
by unnatural lust, a slayer of his father be a god? 

«With Zeus also they represent one Hephaestus as of Rohus- 
a god, and him lame, holding hammer and fire-tongs, “” 
and working as a copper-smith for hire. So it 
appeareth that he is needy. But it is impossible for 
‘one who is lame and wanteth men’s aid to be a God. 

‘After him, they represent as a god Hermes, a ot termes 
lusty fellow, a thief, and a covetous, a sorcerer, bow- 
legged, and an interpreter of speech. Itis impossible 
for such an one to be a God. 

«They also exhibit Asklepius as god, a physician, a ot aide. 
maker of medicines, a compounder of plasters for his ™“* 
livelihood (for he is a needy wight), and in the end, 
they say that he was struck by Zeus with a thunder- 
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bolt, because of Tyndareus, son of Lakedaemon, and 
thus perished. Now if Asklepius, though a god, 
when struck by a thunder-bolt, could not help him 
self, how ean he help others? 

“Ares is represented as a warlike god, emulous, etary, 
and covetous of sheep and other things. But in the 
end they say he was taken in adultery with Aphrodite 


“by the child Eros and Hephaestus and was bound by 


them. How then ean the covetous, the warrior, 
the bondman and adulterer be a god ? 

«Dionysus they show as a god, who leadeth nightly o bina, 
orgigs, and teacheth drunkenness, and carrieth off 
his neighbours’ wives, a madman and an exile, finally 
slain by the Titans. If then Dionysus was slain and 
unable to help himself, nay, further was a madman, a 
drunkard, and vagabond, how could he be a god? 

‘Herakles, too, is represented as drunken and of Herts 
nad, as slaying his own children, then consuming 
with fire and thus dying. How then could a 
Aronkard and slayer of his own children, bunt to 
death by fire, be a god? 

‘Apollo they represent as an emulous god, ot apate, 
holding bow and quiver, and, at times, harp and 
ute, and prophesying to men for pay. Soothly he is 
needy : but one that is needy and emulous, and a 
minstrel cannot be a god. 
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“Artemis, his sister, they represent as an huntress, ot artons, 
with bow and quiver, ranging the mountains alone, 
with her hounds, in chase of stag or boar. How can 
such an one, that is an huntress and a ranger with 
hounds, be a goddess ? 

“Of Aphrodite, adulteress though she be, they say of nie 
that she is herself a goddess. Once she had for “** 
Jeman Ares, once Anchises, once Adonis, whose death 
she lamenteth, secking her lost lover. ‘They say 
that she even descended into Hades to ransom 
Adonis from Persephone. Didst thou, O king, ever , 
sce madness greater than this? ‘They represent this 
weeping and wailing adulteress as a goddess. 

‘Adonis they show as an hunter god, violently ot asonis 
killed by a boar tusk, and unable to help bis own 
distress. How then shall he take thought for man- 
kind, he the adulterer, the hunter who died a 
violent death? 

“AIL such tales, and many like them, and many 
wicked tales more shameful still, have the Greeks 
introduced, O king, concerning their gods; tales, 
whereof it is unlawful to speak, or even to have them 
in remembrance. Hence men, taking occasion from 
their gods, wrought all lawlessness, lasciviousness 
and ungodliness, polluting earth and air with their 
horrible deeds. 

“But the Egyptians, more fatuous and foolish than or sue 
they, have erred worse than any other nation. They $742t 0 
were not satisfied with the idols worshipped by 
the Chaldeans and Greeks, but further introduced 
as gods brute beasts of land and water, and herbs 
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and trees, and were defiled in all madness and 
lasciviousness worse than all people upon carth, 
From the beginning they worshipped Isis, which had 
for her brother and husband that Ositis which was 
slain by his brother Typhon. And for this reason Isis 
fled with Horus her son to Byblos in Syria, seeking 
Osiris and bitterly wailing, until Horus was grown 
up and killed Typhon. Isis then was not able to 
help her own brother and husband ; nor had Osiris, 
who was slain by ‘Typhon, power to succour himself; 
nor had ‘Typhon, who killed his brother and was 
himself destroyed by Horus and Isis, any resource 
to save bimself from death. And yet, although 
famous for all these misadventures, these be they 
that were considered gods by the senseless Egyptians. 
“The same people, not content therewith, nor with 
the rest of the idols of the heathen, also introduced 
brute beasts as gods. Some of them worshipped the 
sheep, some the goat, and others the calf and the 
hog; while certain of them worshipped the raven, 
‘the kite, the vulture, and the eagle. Others again 
‘worshipped the crocodile, and some the cat and dog, 
the wolf and ape, the dragon and serpent, and 
others the onion, garlic and thorns, and every other 
creature. And the poor fools do not pereeive, 
concerning these things, that they have no power 
at all, ‘Though they sce their gods being de- 
voured, burnt and killed by other men, and rotting 
ats 
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away, they cannot grasp the fact that they are no 
gods. 

‘Great, then, is the error that the Egyptians, the of te 
Chaldeans, and the Greeks have erred in introducing {53° 
such gods as these, and making images thereof, aati 
and deifying dumb and senseless idols. I marvel 
how, when they behold their gods being sawn and 
chiselled by workmen's axes, growing old and 
dissolving through lapse of time, and molten in 
the pot, they never reflected concerning them 
that they are no gods. For when these skill not to 
work their own salvation, how enn they take eave 
of mankind? Nay, even the poets and philosophers 
among the Chaldeans, Greeks and Egyptians, al- 
though by their poems and histories they desired to 
glorify their people's gods, yet: they rather revealed 
and exposed their shame before all men. If the 
body of a anan, consisting of many parts, loseth 
not any of its proper members, but, having an 
unbroken union with all its members, is in harmony 
with itself, how in the nature of God shall there be 
such warfare and discord? For if the nature of the 
gods were one, then ought not one god to persecute, 
slay or injure another? But if the gods were 
persecuted by other gods, and slain and’ plundered 
and killed with thunderstones, then is their nature 
no longer one, but their wills are divided, and are all 
mischievous, so that not one among them is God, 

So it is manifest, O king, that all this history of the 
nature of the gods is error. 

“Furthermore, how do the wise and eloquent among steasietu 
the Greeks fail to pereeive that law givers themselves ® soe 
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are judged by their own laws? For if their laws are cx ty 
just, then are their gods assuredly unjust, in that $"q, 
they have offended against law by murders, soreeries, #”* 
adulteries, thefts and unnatural erimes, But, if they 
did well in so doing, then are their laws unjust, 
seeing that they have been framed in condemnation, 
of the gods. But now the laws are good and just, 
Decause they encourage good and forbid evil; where- 
as the deeds of their gods offend against law. ‘Their 
gods then are offenders against law; and all that 
introduce such gods as these are worthy of death 
and are ungodly. If the stories of the gods be myths, 
then are the gods mere words: but if the stories be 
natural, then are they that wrought or endured such 
things, no longer gods: if the stories be allegorical, 
then are the gods myths and nothing else. ‘There 
fore it hath been proven, O king, that all these idols, 
belonging to many gods, are works of error and 
destruction. So it is not meet to call those gods that 
fare seen, but eannot see: but it is right to worshiy 
as God him who is unseen and is the Maker of 
mankind. 


“Come we now, O kit rhe Jews we may of tho Jews 
‘Come we now, O king, to the Jews, that AY Of, the J 


see what they also think concerning God. The Jews 4.2 
are the descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and sings 
went once to sojoum in Egypt. From thence God 
Drought them out with a mighty hand and stretched 
‘out arm by Moses their lawgiver; and with many 
miracles and signs made he known unto them his 
power, But,like the rest, these proved ungrateful and 
unprofitable, and often worshipped images of the 
heathen, and killed the prophets and righteous men 
that were sent unto them. ‘Then, when it pleased 
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the Son of God to come on earth, they did shamefully 
entreat him and deliver him to Pilate the Roman 
governor, and condemn him to the Cross, regardless 
of his benefits, and the countless miracles that he had 
worked amongst them. Wherefore by their own 
lawlessness they perished. For though to this day 
they worship the One Omnipotent God, yet it is not 
according unto knowledge ; for they deny Christ the 
Son of God, and are like the heathen, although they 
seem to approach the truth from which they have 
estranged themselves. So much for the Jews. 

“As for the Christians, they trace their line from of tne 
‘the Lord Jesus Christ. He is confessed to be the Guts, 
Son of the most high God, who came down from {2rd 0" 
heaven, by the Holy Ghost, for the salvation of 
mankind, and was born of a pure Virgin, without seed 
of man, and without defilement, and took flesh, and 
appeared among men, that he might recall them from 
the error of worshipping many gods. When he had 
accomplished his marvellous dispensation, of his own, 
free will by a mighty dispensation he tasted of death 
‘upon the Cross. But after three days he came to life 
agin, and ascended into the heavensthe glory 

‘whose coming thou mayest learn, O king, by the 
reading ofthe holy Seripture, which the Christians 
call the Gospel, shouldst ‘thou meet therewith. 
‘This Jesus had ‘twelve disciples, who, after his 
ascent into the heavens, went out info all the 
kingdoms of the world, ‘tellin is greatness. 
Tiven'so one of them, vilted oor coats, reaching 
‘the doctrine of truth whence they who still serve the 
righteousness of his preaching are called Christians, 
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And these are they who, above all the nations of the 

‘earth, have found the truth: for they acknowledge 

God the Creator and Maker of all things in the only- 

begotten Son, and in the Holy Ghost, and other God 

‘than him they worship none. They have the command- 

ments of the Lord Jesus Christ himself engraven on 

their hearts, and these they observe, looking for the 

resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to 

come. They neither commit adultery nor fornication; sn ot 
Boat boty 

nor do they bear false witness, nor covet other men’s sia ag 

goods: they honour father and mother, and love ft" 

their neighbours: they give right judgement. They 

do not unto other that which they would not have 

one unto themselves. They comfort such as wrong 

them, and make friends of them: they Inbour to do 

good to their enemies: they are meek and gentle 

They refrain themselves from all unlawful intereourse 

‘and all uncleanness. They despise not the widow, 

and grieve not the orphan. He that hath distributeth, 

liberally to him that hath not. If they see a 

stranger, they bring him under their roof, and 

rejoice over him, as it were theit own brother: for 

‘they call themselves brethren, not after the fesh, 

but after the spirit. For Christ his sake they are 

ready to lay down their lives: they keep his 

commandments faithfully, living righteous and holy 

lives, as the Lord commanded them, giving him 

thanks every hour, for meat and drink and every 

blessing. Verily, then, this is the way of truth 
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which leadeth its wayfarers unto the eternal kingdom 
promised by Christ in the life to come. 

“And that thou mayest know, O king, that [speak tie ons 

nought of myself} look thou into the writings of the fai'de”" 
Christians, and thou shalt find that I speak nothing 
but the truth. Well, therefore, hath thy son under~ 
stood it, and rightly hath he been tanght to serve 
the living God, and to be saved for the world to come- 
Great and marvellous are the things spoken and 
wrought: by the Christians, because they speak not 
the words of men but the words of God. But all 
other nations are deceived, and deceive themselves. 
Walking in darkness they stagger one against another 
like drunken men. This is the end of my speech 
spoken unto thee, O king, prompted by the truth that 
is in my mind. Wherefore let thy foolish wise-acres 
refrain from babbling idly against the Lord ; for 
it is profitable to you to worship God the Creator, and 
hearken to his incorruptible sayings, in order that 
ye may escape judgement and punishment, and be 
found partakers of deathless life.” 
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Wute Nachor had fally delivered this oration, the tam 
kking changed countenance for very anger, and his @c3%** 
orators and temple-keepers stood speechless, having #=eh 
nothing but a few weak and rotten shreds of argu- - 
ment in reply. But the king’s son rejoiced in spirit.” 
and with glad countenance magnified the Lord, who 

2 Te-was the Apology of Aristides, written cirea A.D. 125. 

See the Introduation. 
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hhad made a path, where no path was, for them that 
trusted in him, who by the mouth of a foeman and 

enemy was establishing the truth; and the leader of 

error had proved a defender of the right cause. 

But the king, although furiously enraged with waster 

Nachor, was nevertheless unable to do him any yours 
mischief, because of the proclamation already read 277.84, 
before all, wherein he urged him to plead with- 
‘out fear in behalf of the Christians. So he him- 
self made answer in many words, and by dark 
speeches hinted that Nachor should relax his 
resistance, and be worsted by the argument of the 
orators. But Nachor the more mightily prevailed, 
‘tearing to pieces all their propositions and conclusions 
and exposing the fallacy of their error. After the 
debate had been prolonged till well-nigh eventide, 
the king dismissed the assembly, making as though 
he would renew the disenssion on the morrow. 

‘Then said Ioasaph to the king his father, ‘ Asat the fonmsh out 
beginning, Sir, thou commandedst that the trial fhe" 
should be just, so too crown the end thereof with 
justice, by doing one or other of these two thin 

ither allow my teacher to tarry with me to-night, 
that we may take counsel together as touching those 
things which we must say unto our adversaries to- 
morrow: and do thou in turn take thine advisers 
‘unto thee, and duly practise yourselves as_ye will. 

Or else deliver thy counsellors to me this night, and 

take mine to thyself. But if both sides be with thee, 

mine advocate in tribulation and fear, but thine in 

joy and refreshment, me thinketh it is not a fair 

trial, but a tyrannical misuse of power, and a bre 

ing of the covenants,’ The king, compelled to yield 
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by the gracefulness of this speech took his wisemen 
and priests to himself, and delivered Nachor to his 
son, still having hopes of him and thinking fit to 
keep his agreement. 

‘The king's son, therefore, departed unto his own Jou 
palace, like'a conqueror in the Olympic games, and Sisierto 
with him went Nachor. When alone, the prince M2" 
called him and sai, ‘Think not that I am ignorant 
of thy tale, for I wot, of a surety, that thou art not. 
saintly Barlaam, but Nachor the astrologer; and 
T marvel how it seemed thee good to act this play, 
and to think that thou couldest so dull my sight 
at mid-day, that I should mistake a wolf for a sheep. 
But well chaunteth the proverb, «The heart of a fool 
‘will conceive folly.” So this your deviee and counsel 
was stale and utterly senseless; but the work that 
‘thou hast accomplished isfull of wisdom. Wherefore, 
rejoice, Nachos, and be exceeding glad. I render 
thee many thanks, that thou hast been today 
advocate of the truth, and hast not polluted thy lips 
with foul words and crafty simulation, but hast rather 
cleansed them from many dtfilements, and thoroughly 
proven the error of the gods, as they be wrongly 
called, and hast established the truth of the Christian 
faith. I have been zealous to bring thee hither 
to me for two reasons; that the king might not 
privily seize and punish thee, because thou spakest 
not after his heart, and next that I might recompense 
thee for the favour that thou hast done me today. 
‘And what is my recompense for thee? To show 
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mmpis S805 «ad dducOnpis Aw SBevcas kos vir, 
ropevbivae 88 ry eiBsiay val cwripior 7pi8ou, 
fy obe dswodv, aXX’ eBedovrd xaxovpyéy, ebé- 
Suyes, Rapdbpors xab xpnyvots dvoulas ceavrdy 
karaxpnuvicas. ctves obv, & Naxép, cvveris 
oy, Pa phoawmagtcaant bvoy xad iy 
rap’ abr xpurrouémy Lwiw nepBavas, rv pebv- 
rey Toiray xa pbeipophvey imepibiy. ale 
zbv mdvra thoy alévar arré, Ounrds dv, dre- 
Reon Sa0v obra, kabeos al of mpd cod mévres. 
Kal obal con, et r8v Baply prov ris éuaprias 
erupepiuevos dmedeboy éxet Brov plots bala 
a) dvrardboats ray Spyav dori, xa) yi) derop- 
ibys cobron, babies obons vis dred, 

10 Naxdp rolvy, xaravuyels Thy Yoyhy ert 
rois Aéyous rovrous, by Kadiig eras, & Ba- 
aired, wadiis. olBa ydp eid rov adgbwiy wai 
dxpeudh cdr, Bi ob xd wdvra yéyove, eal chy 
bddoveay xplow eriorapat, dd Trodddv Tpa- 
ducdv pnudray ratrqy dencods adr’ 1 rovnpd 
cuvifera nal % 708 radaiod emipera repnarod 258 
rods 3$badyois érirove vis KapSlas jor, Kai 
cxéro Bab) repieyuo’ wou 7 donot: 

88 emi 7G pruart cov, 70 kédupua 70 Sosidbes 
dropplpas, 76 $url mpoatpapoduat roi p00~ 
roy Kuplov. "tows edejoe ue, ad Oipay 
dvoike peravolas 76 rompp Boide kad drro- 
ardzp, el rad abivarov Sorel joe dpeaw yerkoBar 
rv Yrdupov Papyriger pov wraspdrav, dy ey 
bors sal droole Gyaproy varie wal piype 
rains pov ris Puwias Kad rodads. 

Taira bs Hoven 6 709 Bacidtus vids, eiOds 
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, wxwut. 257-258 


thee how to tum from the evil and slippery road sdnianeth 
which thou hast trodden until now, and to journey exit 
along the straight and saving pathway which thou {sf 
hast avoided, not in ignorance, but by wilful wrong- "= sie) 
doing, throwing thyself into depths and preeipices of 
iniquity. Understand then, Nachor, man of under- 
standing as thou art, and be thou zealous to gain 

Christ only, and the life that is hid with him, 

and despise this fleeting and corruptible world. 

‘Thou shalt not live for ever, but, being mortal, shalt 

depart hence ere long, even a5 all that have been 

before thee. And wo betide thee, if, with the heavy 

Toad of sin on thy shoulders, thou depart thither 

where there is righteous judgement and recompense 

for thy works, and east it not off, while it is easy to 

rid thyself thereof!” 

Pricked at heart by these words, spake Nachor, ssshori 
«Well said! Sir prince, well said! "I do know the [ss°e3* 
true and very God, by whom all things were made, peri 
‘and I wot of the judgement to come, having heard sing 
thereof from many texts of the Scriptures. But evil 
hhabit and the insolence of the ancient supplanter 
hhath blinded the eyes of my heart, and shed a thick 
darkness over my reason. But now, at thy word, I 
will cast away the veil of gloom, and run unto 
the light of the countenance of the Lord. May be, 
he will have merey on me, and will open a door of 
spentance to his wicked and rebellious servant, even 
if it seem impossible to me that my sins, which are 
hheavier than the sand, be forgiven; sins, which, 
wittingly or unwittingly, I have sinned from child- 
hood upwards to this my hoary age.’ ‘i 

‘When the King’s son heard these words, im- {fad 
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paord pvoripia rabra, udvois ev rfp kad dpo- 
Rovlg méxpe rAovs, eal ynbels rateny xpos 
4 tporros Ths cfs derduoe kapBias+ dy 88 ropes 
gouas && airs vy éuiv Syrav cwrnplav, wad 
Bud peravolas rbv Oedy eEidewabuevos by wapsipr 
yaa. oix kt yap 7d rod Bacidéas Spouar 
rpbowror, el 9 pdvoy Bedfoeras. mepeyapiys 88 
yersueres 8 100 Bacinéos vids kal Gepvos roy 
Rbyou Sefduevos, repraBiv airy karepirer, 
tal errevig ups viv Ocdv eUbduevos denies 
Too madariov. 

"EfedBdy 8 5 Naxdp earavernypbros civ 
yexiv, ei Thy Baburirny Dderae bs Aagos 
Epmpov, nad povayod wos, iepwodvns srepucet- 
plu 'afiar, KararapBéver ompraior, iba 
Exdepumro éxelvos Bid Tov emweluevov $6Bov. 
rotr@ 8& Bepubrara mpoominres, river rods 
rébas Sdiepusr, ry more pipospevos mébprny, 
wal 73. Osiov éauretras Bémrioya, 6 rolvev 260 
lepets, Betas dy’ xdprros mer\npopvos, Ha8n 
1e May, xa) rapaxpiua, damep tos, xarnyjoas 
andy, 8° Spepdn obe Oriyay rodeo rp hamrl. 
cyart els bvoua roi Marpds wad rod ‘Tiod xab 
105 ‘Aylov Tvetparos. éueive 88 Naydp yer? 
aired peravody ded g° ols jyapre, wal etdoyav 


fe svt. 20 Tov Oedv tov pw) Bovrsuevoy drrorkcBas ruvd, 


OA mdvrov Thy exeorpogiy exSeyspevov Kab 
peravooiuras gikavOpdmas Sexbuevor. 

"Bodev 88 ‘paddy 7a ward tiv Naydp 6 
Bacidets, al" émoyvois js. elyey édribos oe 
ating, idv B8 eal rods cogods abrod Kad 
rrapdppovas priropas obras ava kpéros aren 
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, xxv. 259-260 


tinue in thy good confession until the end, and 
may neither time nor tide ever pluck it out of 

thine heart! For myself, Iwill depart straightway 

in search of my salvation, and will by penanee pacify 

that God whom I have angered : for, except thou 

will it, Ishall see the king's face no more.’ Then 

was the prince exceeding glad, and joyfully heard 

his saying. And he embraced and kissed him 
affectionately ; and, when he had prayed earnestly to 

God, he sent: him forth from the palace. 

So Nachor stepped forth with a contrite heart, and sxaistay 
‘went bounding over the broad desert, like as doth an #82Y,2 
hart, and came to a den belonging to a monk that ede 
had attained to the dignity of the priesthood, and 
was hiding there for fear ofthe pressing danger. With 
a right warm heart knelt Nachor down before him, 
and washed his feet with his teas, like the harlot 
of old, and craved holy Baptism. ‘The priest, full 
of heavenly grace, was passing glad, and did at once 
begin to instruct him, as the custom is, and after 
many days, perfected him with baptism in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost. And Nachor abode with him, always repen- 
tant of his sins, and blessing that God who never 
willeth that any should perish, but receiveth all 
that turn again unto him, and lovingly aecepteth the 
penitent. 

Now on the morrow when the king heard what had sieking 
befallen Nachor, he despaired of the hopes that he first 
once had in him: and, seeing those wise and foolish 22." 
orators of his mightily discomfited, he was at his comamelr, 
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airdy enéBer riv brras robyréy, 6s tari Bros 
Prmacpas xai emibvula, ead dxbpecros Epeors. 

Eis porym 88 épydpevos rod Sibacxdnov 
Baprady, wal riv éxelvou evonrpitonevos Blov, 
Soars yy puyly Wéidryero, wal das adrov Bor 
Wpoloribe Sriaudrvara eal robe hve adeeb 
2 7h xapSla mrepiplowy adores, ofovel Edov 
ju megurevistvoy rapa rots yadpexots sac, 
apSevépevoy dSiadelmras nal Spalovs mpocdyor 
xaprods 7@ Kuple. roddas vip suxas Tov 
705 Bafdrov dppicaro cipevwy al 7 Xpiorp 22 
mpooiyaye ceowopévas: Todo yap els abrdv 
gorrdvres Mbyov drfravor carnplar, & dy 
obe éMyor, tiv mrdvy guybyres, 76 owrnplen 
mpocéSpanov by: dXot 86 waxpav tos Tod 
Biov yalpew elnévres, viv domarucy treq Boy 
raralerpay. abris’ 8 ebyais doysrale ead 
motels, kad ovyvis ravrmy. dvereure Ty 
one, "© Répee, Neyo, Kbps pov wah Bacsheb, 
$ eyo enlerevea, ef bv tye warkbuyon ea 
tis mrdins dppicm, amébos puabiv afioy 
16 Bepdrovrl cov Baprady, éx8 bv por 76 
mramBlvrs ot iniBeuke, rhy S8bu hs ddnBelas 
kad wis wis: xal wi) orephons me abbus ety 
rby dv cdyare dyyedoy eesivor, of odx kor 
5 kbcpos erdtios, war oly aire redécat 73 
Rourby ris Sais pov, va, war’ lyvos ris abzod 
rourelas meprarioas, etapeariow co 76 Och 
eal Nearby. 
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, xxv. 261-262 


‘wounded with love divine. For him he longed, who 
alone is to be longed for, who is all sweetness and 
desire and aspiration insatiable. 


Now, when he came to think upon his teacher otniadaire 
guste 


Barlaam, and as in a mirror saw his life, his soul 222 


was enchanted with love, and he much occupied Ds 


himself a-thinking how he might see him; and 
ever carrying his sayings in his heart, he was like 
the tree in the Psalms planted by the river side, 
unceasingly watered, and bringing forth unto the 
Lords his fruits in due season. Many were the souls 
that he delivered from the snares of the devil, and 
Drought safely unto Christ; for many resorted unto 
hhim, and profited by his wholesome words. And 
not a few left the way of error, and ran toward the 
word of salvation ; while others bade a long farewell 
tothe concerns of the world, and came to the 
wwrestling-school of the monastic life. He himself 
spent his time in prayers and fastings, and would 
often offer up this prayer, “O Lord, my Lord and 
King, in whom I have trusted, to whom I have 
fled and been delivered from my error, render thou 
due recompense to Barlaam thy servant, because 
when I was in error, he pointed me to thee, who art 
‘the way of truth and life, Forbid me not to behold. 
once more that angel in bodily shape, of whom the 
world is not worthy, but grant me in his company to 
finish the residue of my life, that, treading in the 
footsteps of his conversation, I may be well-pleasing 
to thee my God and Lord.’ 
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XXIX 


Kar’ deeivo 8 xaypod mavrhyupes thy rv yevd- 
wvipcv Beis Snuoredis ev 7h mbdeu exclry: 
Bu Bi viv Bacidla mapeivai rh loprh wad 
Oucvdy Sayirela ravrmy xoouhoat. GAN’ eeble- 
cav of vewxdpor, spirres abrdy duedds mepd 
1) olfas abriv’ xal ydaapiis Bcaxeluevov, ju 
more duedsoe rhs ev 7 vab mapovalas, Kad 
orepnbeiey abro) rhs Biboudens abrols Barthuxis 
Sopeds wal tov rourdv mpoabswv. dvacrdrres 263 
oby karadayBdvovew adrrpov év Baburéry Bia- 
nelwevor 7h ep, &0a xardxer dvip Tis paryi- 
Kats oxordton réyvais, wal this elbwrsxiiy mdi 
wns Cepybraros Srdpyav mpoacmioriss Ocvbas 
Svoua aire bv Kad é Bacideds eriua Bade. 
pévras, Kal pidov syetro wal SiSdoxadov, Sid 
Tis abroo Neyov jarrelas ebBevovudrmy po- 
kémraw iy abrod Bagidelay- ds els airy 
rolvy of jh lepeis rv elBédov dguxdueroe 
Todray els BofBaay ‘mposerarobrro, al’ she 
erywoptny 1 Baoidet résv Beds xardyoow 

vv emolovy, old re 8 700 Pacinos rrerrouynee 
vibs, ofa 88 Kar’ abriv 3 Naxydp dednunyopyect, 
al bs, El w) airds, drain, dredon Benbow 
tiv, maoa eEbme ddals, mdvra drddwde 
7a ry Gedy aeBdouara: od yap pbvos Ayiv 
breralgons ris ouupopas mapayiOiov, «ad én) 
oot rds édmlbas @eyeba.? 


* An antcoluthon here, 
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, xxix, 262-263 


XXIX 


Now about the samme time there was in that city a hs tt 

public assembly in honour of the false gods, and the fact, 
King must needs be present at the feast, and grace magica: 
it with lavish sacrifices, But the temple-keepers 
seeing that he was careless and lukewarm with 
regard to their worship, feared that he might neglect 
to be present in their temple, and that they might 
lose the royal largess, and the rest of their revenues. 
So they arose, and withdrew to a cavern situate 
in the depth of the desert, where dwelt a man who 
Dusied himself with magical arts, and was a fervent 
champion of the error of idolatry : Theudas was his 
name. Him the king honoured exceedingly, and 
counted itm his friend and teacher, because, he said, 
it was by the guidance of his prophecies that his 
Kingdom prospered. So these idol priests, that were 
no priests, came to him, and appealed to him for help, 
and made known to him the evil opinion of their 
gods which was growing on their king, and all that 
the king’s son had done, and all the eloquent dis. 
course that Nachor had held against them. And 
they suid, “Except thou come thyself to our succout, 
gone is all hope! and lost is all the reverence of 
the gods. Thou only art left to be our comfort in 
‘this misfortune, and upon thee we fix our hopes,’ 
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"Beonpareiet rolvvy 6 Gevbis werd np owyerap- 
abens air} caravieiis orparuas, Kab xard Tis 
Bebucas Sexlkesaus and rberompdy mee 
pray xadéaas, & mpds Ta gaida ouvepyeiy olde 
‘pobipas, wal ols dneivos ded Siaxdvoss expiiror 
p00? dv rapartveras mpds ro Bacidéa. 

Qs & dunvbbn 76 Barrett ddeEes abrod, xa 
elas be, pbB8ov pay Karéyor Baivhv, pn rwraploy 
BY rrepuetwooudros, dvéarn 6 Bacideds 700 Opbvov, 
kal rodrov mposuavrycas jordaaro, kab Opévov 204 
dveyxdv mryolov abrod cuvedpudtew’ merotneer. 
elra Met Oevdag 7G Bacal Bagired, ele rods 
aldvas {90,7 rv weyloray Bedy ed 
Gherdueten keoven veg opted 08 bias Oye 
cacbar ward rv Tadidalov Kal Naympordrows 
Biabijuacr vbens xaraarepOfras. bd Oxruba, 
toa ebyapartptoy dopriv duob reNowper, veavl- 
cxous re dpalovs xa) xbpas evémrous rots Gba- 
nirots Beots xaraBiawpey, ravpous re éxardy xa 
$Ba robrous melara mpocertyrauer, &s dy éxor- 
sav abrobs eat ats 73 dbs oviudxous dayreirous, 
Bray ji rv Blow eFoualorras 

TIpbs ravra 6 Bacidevs, Ob veveereaper, én, 
& mpeoBérar ob verueheaper, adr’ dvd xpdros 
parrov srripeBa. of yap imip hudy xad™ hay 
alguns yeysvact, wapdBaxxdy re Kad pavey 
nad doBerh thy jpertpay edpbyres mapdratiy, 
rheov ratrny wariBadov. wi 86, e ris oor 
Sivayus mpbccart nad loxds els 7d BoyOijoa 7h 
dro weipbry Opnowela Myer Kal, ratrrny abs 
dvopSicar, drdryyerdby por 

“O 88 Gevbas ro.adras eBlBov ras dmroxploeis 
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, xxx. 263-264 


So forth marched Thoudas, in company with his He tae» 
Satanic host; snd he armed himself against. the than’ 
‘ruth, invoking many of his evil spirits, who knew 
how to lend ready aid for evil ends, and whom he 
alway used for his ministers; and with these allies 
he eame to' the king. 

‘When his arrival had been announced to the king, 
and he had entered in, with a palm-staf in his hand 
rand a sheep-skin girt about his loins, the king arose 
from his throne, and met and weleomed im ; and, 
fetching a seat, he made him to sit down beside 
him. ‘Then spake Theudas unto the king, “O king, Td 
live for ever under the shelter of the favour of the Sing aro! 
most puissant gods! I have heard that thou hast Sie 
foughten a mighty fight with the Galileans, and hast 
een crowned with right glorious diadems of vietory. 
Wherefore I am come, that we may celebrate 
together a feast of thanksgiving, and sacrifice to the 
immortal gods young men in the bloom of youth and 
well-favoured damsels, and eke offer them’ an heca- 
tomb of bullocks and herds of beasts, that we may 
have them from henceforth for our allies invineible, 
‘making plain our path of life before 

Hereto the king made answer, ‘We have not Meine 
conquered, aged sir, we have not conquered : nay, jms 
rather havetwe been defeated in open fight. They Sk 
that were for us turned suddenly against us. ‘The 
found our host a wild, hlf-drunken, feeble folly and 
utterly overthrew it. But now, if there be with 
thee any power and strength to help our fallen 
religion and set it up leclare it” 

Theudas replied in this wise, ‘Dread not, O king, Tatas 
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7G Basie Tas piv rov Tarrdabov dvordoes 
kal parairoylas wh $oB00, Bacired iva ydp 
elas rh ag’ bri Neviyeva, mols dobpas Mon 
nods ead exppovas; &rwva, éuor &éEav, pqblos 
KaraBrOicerar paddov % pidrov dvénw Kara- 
cucblr. oibt yap xara mpbowrdy you dbelv 
Srropevodar po bre ye wad Rbyov ovvipat Kad els 
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Wa ro6rd re 7d mpoxeluevov dydviaua wal Trav 
Sriody dv BovryBelnuer en’ edBelas *uiv ~bvorro 265 
«al xard podv ra mpdynara xopjace, ry éopriy 
xbapmaov rarny thy bnuorerh, kal thy ebps- 
veuav rév Bair» omep Tt xparaidy mepBarod 
brow Kal eb oor yémra. 

Otro kavynodueros 6 ev karla Bvards evar 
dyopay re 8Xnv thy Hudpay wederoras (avppOery- 
‘ylade nap ayiv 6 AaviB), dvarporhy 88 Borepdy, 
nabs dnow Hoaias, np minclov ame, ow 
«pylq rv cvpmapopaprobyray air® mommpiy 
towtdran drialictes vie Bosthin maordcee! 
rév pds cornplay drroupmoxbvrov Royeoniy 
memolnne Kad roy ovfbov madwy dryeddos 
kyeobar. HBev rol «ab ypaupdrov Bacdredv 
ravraxod Biareporrneéroy 700 auvenbely mdvras 
ey rh pape rravnyipe airay, Fy (ely ovp- 
phovra td wdfOn, mpbBard re Kab Abas wad 
Biddopa yém Sov dybueva. 

Tidvron rol cwenuObrav, dvacrds 6 
Bacireds werd roo dmaredvos @evda pds roy 
vady exdpet, ratpovs karadicar dépov éeardy 
eleoas rea tha 770XXd, a) érédown Thy éxdparoy 
airéov dopriy, ds mepinxetabar dy hy wbdwv bd 
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the opposition and vain babblings of the Galileans :yrobeth 
for of what worth against reasonable and sensible men "2,5" 
are the arguments that they use? ‘These methinks ™#™4 
shall be more easily overthrown than a leaf shaken 

with the wind, They shall not endure to face me, 

fir less join argument, or come to propositions and 
oppositions with me. But, in order that the coming 
contest and all our wishes may prosper, and that. our 
‘matters may run smoothly with the stream, adorn 

thou with thy presence this publie festival, and gird 

on for thy strong sword the favour of the gods, and 

well befall thee |” 

When the mighty in wickedness had thus boasted 
himself and thought of mischief all the day long (let 
David bear his part in our chorus), and when, as 
saith Bsay,! he had given his neighbour a drink of 
turbid dregs, by the help of the evil spirits his 
comrades he made the king utterly to forget the 
thoughts that inclined him to salvation, and caused 
him again to cleave to his wonted ways. ‘Then the king 
despatched letters hither and thither, that all men 
should gather together to this loathsome assembly. 

‘Then mightest thou have seen multitudes streaming * 
in, and bringing with them sheep and oxen and 
divers kinds of beasts. 

So when all were assembled, the king arose, with the kag 
that deceiver Theudas, and proceeded to the temple, jet tert 
bringing one hundred and twenty bullocks and many {2% 
animals for sacrifice. And they celebrated their 
accursed feast till the city resounded with the ery of 

2 Te should he Habakkuk. 
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Rapmpopopla rhs maryipews al Bayrdela 
ray Ovowiiv. Karpds oby iin Ta ermyyehpéva 
mnpioas xa rv dmoorarfoavra Tov serépov 
ceBacpérav viby pov ris mayne dvappivacbas 
ray Xpioriavisv, wal rois edpendor xaradrdgae 
Geois. dy yp roomy mrécav Kad xeipa Kwvfoas 
cbSeular’ ehpov 900, waxed Geporelay GAMA 
mdvray kperrova riy abro’ yuoyny Weasdynv. 
al mpdws aire dvérvyoy ad Hyrlws, 0882 rv vobv 
poe mpoatxovra Brox edpicxorr ed adornpas 
edpv Kar euBpibads, es drrdvoray wirdov 

alpéuevov eedpos. rh of Noumdv copia rd THis 
brototens yor gunpopis dvarlénu. et aby 
raieys dmaddayels bd 0d, rv eudy aboes 
pon vl cin dyol vals esis pow Nanpedovra 
a) ray emidyabv ris émBivov Sais radrns wad 
Basirelas drrodavorra, orf coe dveyelpas 
xprofy, toa beots Ojoouar mapa mdvrov Tt 
MacBar els roy emidvea drededrnrov xpbvov. 

'O Gevbas rolvwv obs edjixooy tmoedivas 7H 
romps, al rap’ éxcivov pundels Bouy rrovn- 
pav nai éOpiov, padood re xad ordua air@ 
‘yevdperos, dnol mpos Tov Bactdbar Bl xeipdea- 267 
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the brute beasts and the very air was polluted 
‘the reek of sacrifice. This done, when the spirits of 
‘wiekedness had greatly vaunted them over Theudas’ 
victory, and when the temple-keepers had rendered 
him thanks, the king went up again unto his palace, 
and said unto Theudas, “Behold now, as thou badest 
tus, we have spared no pains over the splendour of 
this gathering and the lavishness of the sacrifice, 
Now, therefore, it is time for thee to fulfil thy 
promises, and to deliver from the error of the 
Christians my son that hath rebelled against our 
religion, and to reconcile him to our gracious gods. 
For though I have left no device and deed untried, 
{yet have I found no remedy for the mischief, but I 
perceive that his will is stronger than all, When I 
have dealt gently and kindly with him, I have found 
that he payeth me no regard whatsoever. When T 
have treated him harshly and severely, I have seen 
him driven the quicker to desperation. To thy 
‘wisdom for the future I leave the care of this calamity 
that hath befallen me, If then I be delivered. from 
this trouble by thy means, and once more behold my 
son worshipping my gods with me, and enjoying the 
gratifiation of this life of pleasure, and this royal 
estate, I will set up unto thee a golden statue, and 
make thee to receive divine honours from all men for 
all time to come.’ 

Hereupon Theudas, bowing an attentive ear tothe Toute, 
evil one, and learning from him the secret of his ray 
evil and deadly counsel, became himself the devil’s strap 
tongue and mouthpiece, and spake unto the king, ‘If 
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thou wilt get the better of thy son, and make his 
‘opposition vain, I have discovered a plan, which he 

shall in no wise be able to resist, but his hard and 
‘obdurate mind shall melt quicker than wax before the 
hottest fire.’ The king, seeing this foolish fellow 
swelling with empty pride, immediately grew merry 

and joyful, hoping that the unbridled and boastful 
tongue would get the mastery of that divinely in- 
structed and philosophic soul, “And what is) the 
plan?” heasked. ‘Then began ‘Theudas to weave his 

web. He made his villainy sharp as any razor and 

Aid cunningly prepare his drugs. Now behold this wistne 
malicious device and suggestion of the evil one, fivthy? 
‘Remove, O king,’ said he, ‘all thy son's waiting men 

and servants far from him, and order that comely 
Aamsels, of exceeding beauty, and bedizened to be the 

more winsome, be continually with him and minister 

to him, and be his companions day and night. For 
‘myself, I will send him one of the spirits told off for 

such duties, and I will thus kindle all the more 
fiercely the coals of sensual desire. After that he 

hath once only had intereourse with but one of these 
women, if all go not as thow wilt, then disdain me 
for ever, as unprofitable, and worthy not of honour 
ut of dire punishment, For there is nothing like 

| the sight of women to allure and enchant the minds 

“of men. Listen to a story that beareth witness to 

my word: 
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XXX 


A cenran king was grieved and exceéding sad meutas 
‘at heart, because that he had no male issue, deem {2h She 
ing this no small misfortune. While he was in fread 
‘this condition, there was born to him a son, and that oosive 
‘the king's soul was filled with joy thereat. Then rreoourx 
‘they that were learned amongst his physicians 

told him that, if for the first twelve winters the 

boy saw the sun or fire, he should entirely lose his 

sight, for this was proved by the condition of his 

eyes. Hearing this, the king, they say, caused a little 

house, full of dark chambers, to be hewn out of the 

rock, and therein enclosed his child together with 

the ‘men that nursed him, and until the twelve 
‘winters were past, never suffered him to see the least 

yay of light. After the fulfilment of the twelve 
‘winters, the king brought forth from his little house 

his son that had never seen a single object, and 
ordered his waiting men to show the boy everything 

‘after his kind ; men in one place, women in another; 
elsewhere gold and silver; in another place, pearls 

‘and precious stones, fine and ornamental vestments, 
splendid chariots with horses from the royal stables, 

‘with golden bridles and purple caparisons, mounted 

by armed soldiers; also droves of oxen and flocks 

of sheep. In brief, row after row, they showed the 

boy everything. Now, as he asked what each or 

these was called, the king’s esquires and guards 

made known unto him each by name : but when he 
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desived to learn what women were called, the king's 
spearman, they say, wittily replied that they were 
called, “Devils that deceive men.” But the boy's 
heart was smitten with the love of these above all 
the rest. So, when they had gone round everywhere, 
and brought him again unto the king, the king asked, 
which of all these sights had pleased him most. 
“What,” answered the boy, “but the Devils that 
deceive men? Nothing that I have seen to-day 
hhath fired my heart with such love as these.” The 
King was astonished at the saying of the boy, to 
think how masterful a thing the love of women is. 
Therefore think not to subdue thy son in any other 


+ way than this.” 


The king heard this tale gladly and there were 7 ting 
brought before him some chosen damsels, young and ff 
exceeding beautiful. Thesé he bedizened with sate 
dazzling ornaments and trained in all winsome ways 
and then he tumed out of the palace all his son's 
‘squires and serving men, and set these women in their 
stead. These flocked around the prince, embraced 
him,and provoked him to filthy wantonness, by their 
walk and talk inviting him to dalliaunce. Besides 
these, he had no man at whom to look, of with 
whom to converie or break his fast: for these damsels 
were his all. ‘Thus did the king. But Theudas 
went home to his evil den, and, dipping into his 
books that had virtue to work such magie, he called 
up one of his wicked spirits and sent him forth, for 
to battle with the soldier of Christ. But the wretch 
little knew what laughter he should create against, 
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| __ himself and to what shame he should be put, with 
| the whole devilish troop under him. So the evil spirit, 
| taking to him other spirits more wieked than himself, 
| entered the bed chamber of this noble youth, and 

attacked him by kindling right furiously the furnace 
| of his flesh. The evil one plied the bellows from 





within: while the damsels, fair of face, but uneomely 
of soul, supplied the evil fuel from without. 

But loasaph’s pure soul was disturbed to feel the tess, 
touch of evil, and to see the warlike host of strange lenis 
thoughts that was charging down upon him, And feraniiy"" 
he sought to find deliverance from this great mis- S205." 
chief, and to present himself pure unto Christ, and 

not defile in the mire of sinful lust that holy apparel, 
| wherein the grace of holy Baptism had clothed him, 

Immediately he set love against love, the divine 
against the lascivious; and he called to reniembrance 

the beauty and unspeakable glory of Christ, the 

immortal bridegroom of virgin souls, and of that 

ride chanber and marriage, from whence they that 
| have stained their wedding garment shall be piteously 
cast out, bound hand and foot, into outer darkness. 
When he had thought thercon, and shed bitter 
tears, he smote upon his breast, driving out evil 
thoughts, as good-for-nothing drones from the hive. 
‘Then he rose, and spread out his hands unto heaven, 
with fervent tears and groans calling upon God to 
help him, and he said,‘ Lord Almighty, who alone art 
powerful and merciful, the hope of the hopeless, and 
the help of the helpless, remember me thine un- 
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profitable servant at this hour, and look upon me 
‘with a gracious countenance, and deliver my soul 
from the sword of the devil, and my darling fromthe 
paw of the dog: suffer me not to fall into the hands 
of mine enemies, and let not them that hate me 
triumph over me. Leave me not to be destroyed in 
iniquities, and to dishonour my body which I swore to 
present nto thee chaste, For for thee Lyeam; thee 

worship, the Father, and the Son, and the Holy. 
Ghost, now and for evermore, and world without 
end.’ When he had added’ the Ame, he felt 
heavenly comfort stealing over him from above, and 
the evil thoughts withdrew, and he continued in 
Prayer until early mom, Being ware of the deviee ant 
of the crafty foe, he began more and more to afflict fit Rt 
his body by abstinence from ment and drink, and by fat Ast 
other severities, standing in prayer all the night, 
fong, and reminding himself of his covenants inade 
with’ God, and picturing in his mind the glory of the 
Fighteous’ yonder, and recounting to himacl? the 
full terrors of the Gehenna wherewith the wicked 
are threatened ; all this, that the enemy might not 
find his soul lying fallow and untilled, and thus easily 
| sow therein the seeds of evil thoughts, and befoul 

‘the cleanness of his mind. So, when 'the enemy 

‘was in great straits on every side, and altogether 
in despair of taking this noble youth, like a cunning 
nave, he proceeded to another more subtil device, 
he that is for ever wicked, and never stinteth to 
contrive mischief and hurt.” For he made favious 
endeavour to carry out the orders that Theudas had 
given him, and once more prepared his drugs, and 
on this wise. 

The devil entered into the heart of one of the Tiedevt 
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young damsels, Of all she was the most seemly, a enterth 
king's daughter, carried away captive from her own fe darsscn 
country, given to king Abenner as a great prize, and 

sent by him, being of ripe beauty, to his own son, for * 

to cause him to slip or to trip. Of her the de- 
ceiver took possession, and whispered in her ear 
suggestions that, plainly showed the wisdom and 
understanding of her mind; for the evil one easily 
pursueth all devices that make for wickedness, 
Then the evil spirit attacked the king’s son on the 

right hand, and gave him a potfon to make him love 

the maiden, by reason—so he pretended—of her 
prudence and discretion and of her nobility and 

royal blood that yet had not saved her from banish- 

‘ment and loss of glory. Moreover the devil secretly 
sowed in Ioasaph's heart: thoughts that he might 
recover her from idolatry, and make her a 
Christian. 

But these were all stratagems of the wily serpent. tousp 
For the king’s son, being in this frame of mind, could tii" 
see in himself no unclean thought or passionate Beh 
affection for the damsel, but only sympathy and pity {4 

for her misfortune, and the ruin of her soul, and iia 
knew not that this matter was a device of the devil; 
for verily he is darkness, and feigneth to be light. 
So he began to commune with the damsel, and 
talk with her over the ‘oracles of the knowledge 
‘of God, and said, ‘Lady, be thou acquainted with 
the everdiving God, und perish not in the error of 
these idols; but know thy Lord, and the Maker of 


459 





ST, JOHN DAMASCENE 


100 mavrés, kai paxapla top mpdperbeioa rh 
Aavdro wyplor roddA 82 ro.aira voBeroivr0s 
airod, eb8ds 7d rommpby rvedua tmayopeber Th 
yovael rd rijs dardens ipamdicac Ofparpa xal 25 
apis tov Tis gumadelas Karasipar Bébpov Thy 
Beogiris ux exelony, xabd tore eal ro 

Gon. yevdpxn menoinee bud rijs Eas, rod mapabeicov 
rad 700 @eod raravmepws ped eFopleas, xab 
Gavin iméBixov abrdy dvtl ris waxaplas Kal 
androy bap vrlbas apareevdos. 

‘Qs yap Hovaen 4 xbpy Ta prjuara éxciva Ta 
réans mendnpoudra coplas, dovyeros obaa ob 
cwviner AXA ‘rovatras eBlbov ras dmoxplaes, 
bs fre yAaroa al oréna +@ romp erouén, 
kal gnow EL ris tuis, & Blorora, cwrnplas 
dpovriters, al moby 7 Och cov mpoca~ 
yayev pe nad rip rare» Yuyyy pov cdoat, 
Tolgood eek advoe lav you alsmow, wal, wd 
bOds rots marpysows pou Beois darorakapdym, 7B 
2G owrdgouas Ged, wbypr redevralas aire 
Rarpedovea dvamvoiis, pig pucddv Min Tis 
duis cornplas Kal mpds nov Oedv émarpods 

Tod 86, Thy } dblwors, & vas; elmbvros, 216 
dxelim eal oxfua wad Prypa wad $Oypa Kad 
Bia laurie" pie 7), Obvyes xoraoricaca, 
LuvddOyrl yor, tn, ydpou xowarta, dey cov 
ois mpoordyuact Yalpovaa éEaxodovbyca. 

“0 86, Mérm, dnalv, & yivas, roratray pos 
ootrasas cxhapy Selec ote ule nde op 
lexupas xfSouat cwrnplas, wal tod Bub0d rijs 
deekelas wold ca teedaboas porbvos 87 
460 








BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, xxx. 274-276 


all this world, and thou shalt be happy, the bride of 
the immortal bridegroom.’ While he exhorted her 
with many such-like words, immediately the evil spirit 
whispered to the girl that she should spread under 
his feet the nets of deceit to drag his blessed soul 
into the pit of lust, as he once did to our first parent 
by means of Eve, thus miserably banishing him, alas ! 
from Paradise and God, and making him to become 
subject to death in Meu of bliss and everlasting 
life. 

When the damsel heard Ioasaph's words fulfilled 
with all wisdom, being without understanding, 
understood them not, but made answer thus, be- 
‘coming the tongue and month-piece of the evil one: 
“if, sit, thou takést thought for my salvation, and 
desirest to bring me to thy God, and to save my 
poor soul, do thou also thyself grant me one request, 
‘and straightway 1 will bid good-bye to my fathers’ 
gods, and join thy God, serving him until my Inst 
breath; and thou shalt receive recompense for my 
salvation, and for my turning to God-ward.’ 

“Lady, and what is thy request ?’ said he, But sue 
she, setting her whole self, figure, look and voice in hur 
‘a fashion to charm him, answered, ‘Be thou joined 
with me in the bonds of wedlock, and I will joyfully 
follow out thy behests.” 

“In vain, O Lady,’ said he, ‘hast thou made this 
hard request. For though I eamestly care for thy 
salvation, and long to heave thee from the depth of 
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| perdition, yet to pollute my body through unclean 
union is grievous for me, and utterly impossible.” 

She, seeking to make the way straight and smooth 
for him, cried, ‘Why dost thou, who are so wise, ae 
talk thus? Wherefore speakest thou of defilement iii 
and shameful intercourse? I am not unacquainted "=o 
| with the Christian books: nay, I have met with 
many volumes in nifine own country, and have heard 
the discourses of many Christians. What, is it 
not written in one of your books, “Marriage is 
honourable, and the bed’ undefiled”? and, “It is 
etter to marry than to bum”? and again, What; 
God hath joined together, let not man put asunder” ? 
Do not your Scriptures teach that all the righteous 
‘men of old, patriarchs and prophets, were wedded ? 
Is it not written that the mighty Peter, whom 
ye call Prince of the Apostles, was @ married man ? 
Who, then, hath persuaded thee to call: this defile- 
ment? Methink, six, thou strayest utterly away 
from the truth of your doctrin 

“Yea, Lady,’ said he, ‘all this is even as thou touaph 
sayest. It is permitted to all who will to live in giisgwn 
wedlock, but not to them that have once made 30 
promise to Christ to be virgins. For myself, ever 
since I was cleansed in the laver of Holy Baptisin 
from the sins of my youth and ignorance, I have 
resolved to present myself pure to Christ, and how 
shall I dare break my covenants with God ?* 

‘Again quoth the damsel, ‘Let this also be thy the dso 
pleasure, a6 thou wilt. But fulfil me one other small ir sor 
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and trivial desire of mine, if thou art in very truth ine 
minded for to save my soul. Keep company with pear” 
me this one night only, and grant: me to revel in thy = 
beauty, and do thou in tum take thy fill of my come- 
liness, And I give thee my word, that, with day- 
break, I will become a Christian, and forsake all 
the worship of my gods. Not only shalt thou be 
pardoned for this dealing, but thou shalt receive 
recompense from thy God because of my salvation, 
for thy Seripture saith, “There is joy in heaven 
over one sinner that repenteth.” If, therefore, there 
{is joy in heaven over the conversion of a sinner, 
shall not great. recompense be due to the causer of 
that conversion? Yea, so it is: and dispute it not. 
Did not even the Apostles, the leaders of your 
religion, do many a thing by dispensation, at times 
transgressing a commandment on account of a 
greater one? [5 not Paul said to have éireumeised 
‘Timothy on account of a greater dispensation? And 
yet circumeision hath been reckoned by Christians as 
unlaivful, but yet he did not decline so todo. And 
many other such things shalt thou find in thy 
Scriptures. If then in very sooth, as thou sayest, 
thou seekest to save my soul, fulfil me this my small 
desire. And although I seek to be joined with thee 
in the full estate of matrimony, yet, sith this is 
contrary to thy mind, I will never constrain thee 
again, but-will do everything that liketh thee. For 
the rest, do not thou utterly abhor me; but hearken 
to me for the nonce, and thou shalt deliver me 
from superstitious error, and thou shalt do whatever 
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seemeth thee good hereafter all the days of thy 
life.” 

Thus spake she; for indeed she had, for her room, 
adviser, one to whom she lent a privy ear, and the {2h'yy” 
pirate was well versed in Seripture, being verily the tar, 
creator and teacher of iniquity. Thus then she ike: 
spake with fawning words entangling him, right and 
left, around with her toils and meshes, and she 
began to shake the citadel of his soul, and to 
slacken his tension of purpose, and to soften the 
temper of his mind. ‘Then the sower of these evil 
tares, and enemy of the righteous, when he saw the 
young man’s heart wavering, was full of joy, and 
straightway called to the evil spirits that were with 
him, crying, ‘Look you how yond damsel hasteth 
to bring to pass all that we were unable to accom 
plish! Hither! fall we now fariously upon hi 
for we shall find none other season so favourable 
to perform the will of him that sent us.’ Thus 
spake this erafty spirit to his hounds: and straight- 
way they lept on that soldier of Christ, disquieting 
all the powers of his soul, inspiring him with vehe- 
ment love for the damsel, and kindling within him 
the fiercest fire of lust, 

‘When Toasaph saw that he was greatly inflamed, yutyowing + 
and was being led captive into sin, and perecived'that S2,, 
his thoughts about the salvation of the damsel and her { 
conversion to God had been set like bait on hook. 
hide the deed which she purposed, and were troubling 
him with the suggestion of the enemy, that, for the 
salvation of a soul, it was not sin for once to lie with « 
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‘woman, then in the agony of his soul he drew a deep 
and lamentable groan, and nerved himself to pray, 
‘and with streams of tears running down his cheeks, 
he cried aloud to him that is able to save them that 
trust in him, saying, ‘On thee, O Lord, have I set 
my trust: let me not be confounded for ever; 
neither let mine enemies triumph over me, that hold 
by thy right hand, But stand thou by me at this hour, 
and according to thy will make straight my path, 
that thy glorious and dreadful name may be glorified 
in me thy servant, because thou art blessed for ever. 
Amen! 

Now when he had prayed in tears for many hours, 
and often bent the knee, he sunk down upon the pave- 
ment, After he had slumbered awhile, he saw himself 
carried off by certain dread men, and passing through ie, 
places which he had never heretofore beheld. He 
stood in a mighty plain, all a-bloom with fresh and 
fragrant flowers, where he descried all manner of plants 
of divers colours, charged with strange and marvellous 
fruits, pleasant to the eye and inviting to the touch. 
‘The leaves of the trees rustled clearly in a gentle 
breeze, and, as they shook, sent forth a gracious 
perfume that cloyed not the sense, ‘Thrones were 
set there, fashioned of the purest gold and costly 
stones, throwing out never so bright @ lustre, and 
radiant settles among wondrous couches too beautiful 
tobe described. And beside them there were running 
waters exceeding clear, and delightful to the eye. 
When these dread men hed led him through this great 
‘and wondrous plain, they brought him to a city that 
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slistered with light unspeakable, whose walls were 
of dazzling gold, with high uprear'd parapets, built of 
sgems such as man hath never seen, Ah! who could 
describe the beauty and brightness of that city? 
Light, ever shooting from above, filled all her streets 
‘with bright rays; and wingéd squadrons, each of them 
itself a light, dwelt in this city, making such melody 
‘as mortal ear ne'er heard. And Iousuph heard a voice 
crying, ‘This is the rest of the righteous: this the 
gladness of them that have pleased the Lord. 
When these drend men had carried him out from 
thence, they spake of taking him back to earth. 
But he, that had lost his heart to that scene 
of joyaunce and heartsease, exclaimed, ‘Reave me 
not, reave me not, I pray you, of this unspeaknble 
joy, but grant me also to dwell in one comer of 
this mighty city.’ But they said, ‘It is impossible 
for thee to be there now; but, with much toil 
‘nd sweat, thou shalt come hither, if thou constrain 

thyself 
"Thus spake they; and again they crossed that 
mighty plain, and bare him to regions of darkness 
and utter woe, where sorrow matehed the brightness 
which he had seen above, ‘There was darkness without 
a ray of light, and utter gloom, and the whole place 
‘was full of tribulation and trouble. ‘There blazed a 
Slowing furnace of fire, and there erept the worm of 
torment. Revengeful powers were sct over the 
farnace, and there were some that were burning 
piteously in the fire, and a voice was heard, saying, 
Dhisis the place of sinners; this the punishment for 
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them that have defiled themselves by foul practices. 
Hereupon Toasaph was carried thence by his guides ; 

and, when he came to himself, immediately he trem- 

bled from head to foot, and, like a river, the tears 

fell from his eyes, and all the comeliness of that 

wanton damsel and her fellows was grown more 
loathsome to him than filth and rottenness. And as 

he mused in his heart on the memory of the visions, 

in longing for the good and in terror of the evil, he 

lay on his bed utterly unable to arise. 

"Then was the king informed of his son's sickness ; tow, 
and he came and asked what ailed him, And «ui'as*™* 
Tonsaph told him his vision, and said, ‘Wherefore vinfownin 
hast thou laid a net for my feet, and bowed down 
my soul? If the Lord had not helped me, my soul 
had well nigh dwelt in hell. But how loving is God 
unto Israel, even unto such as are of a true heart! 

He hath delivered me that am lowly from the midst 
of the dogs. For I was sore troubled and I fell on 
sleep: but God my Saviour from on high hath visited 
me, and showed me what joy they lose that provoke 
him and to what punishments they subject themselves. 
And now, O my father, since thou hast stopped thine 
fears not to hear the voice that will charm thee to 
00d, at least forbid me not to walk the straight road. 
For this I desire, this I long for, to forsake all, and 
| reach that place, where Barlaam the servant of Christ, 
‘hath his dwelling, and with him to finish what re- 
| mmaineth of my life. But if thou keep me back by 
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force, thoit shalt quickly see me die of grief and. 
despair, and thou shalt be no more called father, nor 
have me to thy son.’ 


XXXI 


Again therefore the king was seized with des-‘mo iat 
pondeney, and again he was like to abjure his whole fwvert to 
way of life; and with strange thoughts he went than 
again unto his own palace. But the evil spirits, 
that had been sent out by Theudas for to attack 
the young saint, returned to him, and, lovers of 
leasing though they were, confessed their shame- 
ful defeat, for they bare visible tokens of their 
defeat, upon their evil countenance. Said Theudas, 
“And be ye so weak and puny that ye cannot get 
the better of one young striping?’ Then did 
the evil spitits, constrained, to their sorrow, by 
the might of God, bring to light the truth, saying, 

‘We cannot abide even the sight of the might of 
Christ, and the symbol of his Passion, which they 
call the Cross. For, when that sign is made, imme- 
diately all we, the princes of the air, and the rulers 
of the darkness of the world, are utterly routed 
and discomfited, even before the sign is completed. 
When we first fell upon this youth, we vexed him 
sore; but when he called on Christ for help, and 
armed him with the sign of the Cross, he routed us 
in angry wise, and stablished himself in safety. So 
incontinent we found a weapon, wherewith our chief 
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did once confront the first-made man and prevailed 
against him. And verily we should have made this 
‘young man's hope vain; but again Christ was called 
‘on for help, and he consumed us in the fire of his 
wrath from above, and put us to flight. We have 
determined to approach the prince no more,’ ‘Thus, 
then, did the evil spirits plainly make known unto 
‘Theudas all that was come to pass 

But the king, perplexed on every side, again thoy 
summoned Theudas, and said, ‘Most wisest of men, ity 
all that seemed good to thee have we fulfilled, but sine 
have found no help therein, But now, ifthou hast any Jeuepi ana 
device left, we will make trial thereof, Peradventure ‘wi hin 
1 shall find some escape from this evil.” 

‘Then did Theudas ask for a meeting with his son 5 
and on the morrow the king took him and went 
forth to visit the prince. ‘The king sat down and 
provoked debate, upbraiding and chiding him for his 
disobedience and stubbornness of mind. When 
Toasaph again maintained his case, and loudly de- 
clared that he valued nothing so much as the love 
of Christ, Theudas came forward and said, Where- 
fore, Ioasnph, dost thou despise our immortal gods, 
that thou hast departed from their worship, and, thus 
incensing thy father the king, art become hateful to 
all the people? Dost thou not owe thy life to the 
gods? And did they tiot present thee to the king 
fin answer to his prayer, thas redeeming him from 
the bondage of childiessness?’ While this Theudas, 
waxen old in wickedness, was putting forth these 
many vain arguments and useless propositions, and 
weaving words about the preaching of the Gospel, 
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desiring to turn it into mockery, and magnify 
‘idolatry, Toasaph, the son of the heavenly king, and 
citizen of that city which the Lord hath builded and 
not man, waited a while and then said unto him, 

“Give ear, thou abyss of error, blacker than the toss 
darkness that may:be felt, thou seed of Babylon, child {heiseed: 
of the building of the tower of Chalané, whereby the fis, 
world was confounded, foolish and pitiable dotard, 
whose sins out-weigh the iniquity of the five eities that 
‘were destroyed by fire and brimstone. Why wouldest 
thou mock at the preaching of salvation, whereby 
darkness hath been made light, the wanderers have 
found the way, they that were lost in dire captivity 
have been recalled. Tell me whether is better? To 
worship God Almighty, with the only-begotten Son 
and the Holy Ghost, God unereate and immortal, 
the beginning and well-spring of good, whose power 
is beyond compare, and his glory incomprehensible, 
before whom stand thousand thousands, and ten 
thousand times ten thousand of Angels and heavenly 
hosts, and heaven and earth are full of his glory, by 
whom all things were brought into being out of 
nothing, by whom everything is upheld and sustained 
and ordered by his providence; or to serve deadly 
devils and lifeless idols, whose glory and boast is in 
adultery and the corrupting of boys, and other works 
of iniquity that have been recorded concerning your 
gods in the books of your superstition? Have ye no convstog 
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modesty, ye miserable men, fuel for unquenchable bin fat 
fire, true copy of the Chaldean race, have ye no Sidte, 


shame to worship dead images, the works of men's 
hands? Ye have earved stone and graven wood and 
called it God. Next ye take the best bullock out of 
your folds, or (may be) some other of your fairest, 
beasts, and in your folly make sacrifice to your dead 
divinity. Your sacrifice is of more value than your 
idol ; for the image was fashioned by man, but the 
beast was created by God. How much wiser is the 
unreasonable beast than thou the reasonable man? 
For it knoweth the hand that feedeth it, but thou 
knowest not that God by whom thou wast: created 
‘out of nothing, by whom thou livest, and art 
preserved ; and thou callest God that which thou 
sawest, but now, smitten by steel, and burnt and 
moulded inthe fire, and beaten with hammers, whieh 
thou hast covered around with silver and gold, and 
raised from the ground, and set on high. ‘Then, 
falling upon the earth, thou liest baser than the base 
stone, worshipping not God but thine own dead and 
lifeless handiwork. Or rather, the idol hath no 
right to be ealled even dead, for how can that have 
died which never lived? Thou shouldest invent 
‘some new name worthy of such madness. Thy stone 
god is broken asunder ; thy potsherd god shattered ; 
thy brazen god rusteth; thy gold or silver god is 
melted down. Aye, and thy gods are sold, some for 
fa paltry, others for a great price. Not their divinity 
but their material giveth them value. But who 
buyeth God? Who offereth God for sale? And 
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how is that god that cannot move called God? 
Seest thou not that the god that standeth cannot 
sit, and the god that sitteth cannot stand? 

Be ashamed, thou fool, and lay thine hand upon thy sndut 

anouth, thou victim of folly, that commendest such 12" Pi. 
things as these. Estranged from the truth, thou $2 help.” 
hast been led astray by false images, fashioning 
statues and attaching to the works of thine own 
hands the name of God. O wretched man, return 
‘to thy senses, and learn that thou art older than the 
god made by thee, ‘This is downright madness. 
Being a man, thou hast persuaded thyself that , 
thou canst make God. How can this be? Thou 
makest not God, but the likeness of a man, or of 
some beast, sans tongue, sans throat, sans brains, 
sans inwards, so that it is the similitude neither of a 
man, nor of a beast, but only a thing of no use and 
sheer vanity. Tey Saratore ettacesh Chiba things that 
cannot feel? Why sittest thou at the feet of things 
that cannot move and help thee? But for the skill 
of the mason, or timber-wright, or hammer-smith, 
thou hadst not had a god. Had there been no 
wwarders nigh at hand, thou hadst lost thy god. He, 
to whom many a populous city of fools raged as 
God to guard it, the same hath suite of guards at 
hand to save him from being stolen. And if he be 
of silver or gold, he is carefully guarded; but if of 
stone or clay or any other ye costly ware, he 
guardeth himself, for with you, no doubt, a god 
of clay is stronger than one of gold. 

«Do we not, then, well to laugh you to scorn, oF ross 
rather to weep over you, as men blind and without Ro", 
understanding? Your deeds are deeds of madness are mught 
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and not of piety. Your man of war maketh to himself but te 
fan image after the similitude of a warrior, and calleth AM, 
it Ares. And the lecher, making a symbol of his 
own soul, deifeth his vice and calleth it Aphrodite, 
Another, in honour of his own love of wine, fashioneth 
‘an idol which he calleth Dionysus. Likewise lovers 
of all other evil things set up idols of their own lusts 
for they name their lusts their gods. And therefore, 
before their altars, there are lascivious dances, and 
strains of lewd songs with mad revelries. "Who 
could recount. in order their abominable doings? 
Who could endure to defile his lips by the repeating 
of thelr filthy communications? But these are 
manifest to all, even if we hold our peace. ‘These 
be thine objects of worship, O Theudas, who art 
more senseless than thine idols. Before these thou 
Diddest me fall down and worship. This verily is 
the counsel of thine iniquity and senseless mind. But 
thou thyself shalt be like unto them, and all such as 
put their trust in them, 

As for me, I will serve my God, and to him will terua. 
I wholly sacrifice myself, to God, ‘the Creator and tae 
protector of all things through our Lord Jesus Christ, Rash 
iy hope, by whom we have access unto the Father sty” 
of lights, in the Holy Ghost: by whom we have 
been redeemed from bittgr slavery hy his blood. 
For if he had not humbled himself so far as to take 
the form of a servant, we had not received the 
adoption of sons. But he humbled bimself for our 
sake, not considering the Godhead a thing to be 
grasped, but he remained that which he was, and took 
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on himself that which he was not, and conversed with 
men, and mounted the Cross in his flesh, and was laid 
in the sepulchre by the space of three days; he de 
seended into hell, and brought out from thence them 
whom the fierce prince of this world held prisoners, 
sold into bondage by sin, What harm then befell him 
thereby that thou thinkest to make mock of him? 
Seest thou not yonder sun, into how many a barren 
‘and filthy place he darteth his rays? Upon how many 
‘a stinking corpse doth he cast his eye? Hath he 
therefore any stain of reproich? Doth he not dry 
and shrivel up filth and rottenness, and give light to 
dark places, himself the while unharmed and in- 
‘capable of receiving any defilement? And what of 
fire? Doth it not take iron, which is black and cold 
in itself, and work it into white hent and harden it ? 
Doth it reeeive any of the properties of the iron? 
When the iron is smitten and beaten with hammers 
is the fire any the worse, or doth it in any way suffer 
harm? 

“If, then, these created and corruptible things take and, 
no hurt from contact with things commoner than the gar 
themselves, with what reason dost thou, O foolish J 
‘and stony-hearted man, presume to mock at me for 
saying that the Son, the Word of God, never de- 
parting from the Father's glory, but remaining the 
Time God, for the salvation of inen hath taken upon 
hhim the flesh of man, to the end that he may make 
‘men partakers of his divine and intelligent nature and 
‘may lead our substance out of the nether parts of hell, 

‘and honour it with heavenly giory ; to the end that by 
taking of our flesh he may ensnave and defeat the ruler 
of the darkness of this world, and free our race from 
his tyranny. Wherefore, I tell thee, without suffering 
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he met the suffering of the Cross, presenting therein 
his two natures. For, as man, he was crucified ; but, 
1s God, he darkened the sun, shook the earth, and 
raised from their graves many bodies that had fallen 
asleep. Again, as man, he died ; bat, as God, after 
| that he had harried hell, he rose again. Wherefore 
also the prophet eried, Hell is in bitterness at having 
met thee below : for it was put to bitter derision, sup- 
posing that it had received a mere man, but finding 
, God, and being made suddenly empty and led captive, 
‘Therefore, as God, he rose again, and ascended into 
heaven, from whence he was never parted. And 
our nature, so worthless and senseless beyond every 
thing, so graccless and dishonoured, hath he made 
higher than all things, and established it upon a 
throne of honour, with immortal honour shining 
| round. What harm therefore came to God, the toms 
Word, that thou blasphemest without a blush? Go fi,"fuatn® 
tol Better were it to make this confession, and to * 
worship such a God, who is good and a lover of 
mankind, who eommandeth righteousness, enjoineth 
continency, ordaineth chastity, teacheth mercy, giv- 
th faith, preacheth peace ; who is called and is him- 
self the very truth, the very love, the very goodness. 
Him were it not better to worship than thy gods of 
‘many evil passions, of shameful names and shameful 
lives? Woe unto you that are more stony hearted 
than the stones, and more senseless than the sense- 
less, sons of perdition, inheritors of darkness! 
But blessed am I, and all Christian folk, having a 
od God and a lover of mankind! ‘They that serve 
im, though, for a season in this life they endure evil, 
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yet shall they reap the immortal harvest of recom- 
pense in the kingdom of unending and divine 
felicity.” 





XXXII 


‘Tnrvpas said unto him, ‘Behold, it fs evident that mud 

our religgion was instituted by many mighty wise ftemiity 
+ men, and interpreters, marvellous in virtue and jai” 
Tearing and all the kings and rulers of the enrth soverer 

hhave recived it ax good and sure in every point. 

Bat that of the Galileans was preached by some 

‘country peasants, poor and common men, a mere 

handfil, not exceeding twelve in number, How 

then should one prefer the preaching of these few 

obscure countrymen to the ordinance of the many. 

that are mighty and brilliantly wise? What is the 

proof that your teachers be right and the others 

wrong?’ 

‘Again the king's son made answer, ‘Belike, tay 
‘Theudas, thou art the ass of the proverb, that heard {n'nzy" 
but heeded not the harp; or rather the adder that 20" 
stoppeth her ears, that she may not hear the voice of * Gore! 
the charmers. Well, therefore, spake the prophet 
concerning thee. If the Ethiopian can change his 
skin, or the leopard his spots, then mayest thou also 
do good, that hast been taught to do evil, Thou 

| fool and blind, why doth not the force of truth bring 
thee to thy senses? ‘The very fact that your foul 
{idols are commended by many men of marvellous 
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wisdom, and established by kings, while the Gospel 
is preached by a few men of no mark, sheweth 
‘the might of our religion and the weakness and 
deadliness of your wicked doctrines. Because your 
side, despite its having wise advocates and mighty 
champions, is dying down, and waxing weak, whilst 
our religion, though possessed of no human help, 
shineth from afar brighter than the sun, and hath 
won the fulness of the world. If it had been set up 
by orators and philosophers, and had had kings for 
‘its succour, thou that art evil wouldst have found 
oceusion to declare that it was wholly of human 
power. But now, seeing, as thou dost, that the holy 
Gospel, though composed but by common fisher men, 
and persecuted by every tyrant, hath after this won 
the whole world—for its sound ‘hath gone out into 
all lands, and its words into the ends of the world— 
what canst thou say but that it is a divine and mati 
unconquerable power establishing its own cause for ex 





Ext of 


the salvation of mankind? But what proof seckest $i" 
thou, O fool, that thy prophets are liars and ours 
true, better than the truths I have told thee? 
Except thy cause had been vain talk and false- 
hood, it could not, possessing such human support as 
it did, have suffered loss and decline. For he saith, 
“1 have seen the ungodly in great power, and 
exalted like the cedars of Libanus: and I went by 
and lo, he was gone : and I sought him but his place 
could no where be found.” 
“Concerning you, the defenders of idolatry, were date 


493 


Pe bavi 
Yat sate 
Mah 2 


Hod, 10 


dark 7 


stay 12 


ST. JOHN DAMASCENE 


Smacmoréy rip aBudopavlas. juxpdv yap Sov 
Boov wai od yi) edpebij 6 réros twa, adr’, ds 
ecdelrer xamvis, éexrelypere, al ds Tijkeras 
fenpds dxd mpocdrmou wuphs. wepl 81 ris. Boar 
yeaueds Oeoyootas elmer Ber °O oipante 
wad § yh mapehavoovras, of 88 Nbyos jou Ob Bh 
Tapi\buon. wale 30 nar’ dpxds, Kips, ¢nely 
‘abs 6 -Yaduedbs, why ryiy eweNlaoas, al 206 
Goya av xeipav 20d alaw of otpavel abrot 
drododvrat’ od 88 diapévers: wal mdvres doed 
ipdriov rarabjcovrar, Kal coed mepi8ddarov 
igus abrods nal ddxayjoorras, od Bi 3 abrds 
el, wal 7d brn cou ove bedelyoucr, ad of pv 
Geiou ndpures rhs. 708 Xpiorod mapovolas, of 
copol ris olxoupévns Geis, of mavras édxv~ 
Gavres To Audod rhs dmdrys, obs 6 bres 
oF, wal Boodos Bvtws Tis duaprias, éevrediters, 
Frayrpar omueloss eal ripacs wal” moutthauy 
Bundcow sr Bucs tv 18 aloe, ruprols 7o 


Acnitra0 as Seopodpevot, Kapoiy 7d dxoverr, xwrois 7d 


rrepmareiy, vexpois 7d Gv xapikouevol. al gxuad 
wap abra ubvar mdvra'nk wdby tov dobpores 
Lbepdmevov. Balyovas, obs Spats Gopeiabe ds 
Geos, od pdvov rav dvporivay amjavvov 
copdrov, Grd wai airis Bloxov, ris olxou- 
pbs, 7 709 oraupod onuele, 8° ob micav 
pay ipdnoay payelay waa 82 papyaxeday 
dvevipynroy Weigar. ad éxeivor ply, obrws wy 
dvOportvay lacduevor dadévear 7h 700 Xprorod 
Sundper wad thy wrlaw wieay xawovpyioarres, 
ts Ths ddyBelas rxfpuees arpdtovrar apd 
mdvray eeéras rave gpovobvrar, rh 8 8 


494 








| 


BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, xxxtt, 295-296 


these words spoken by the prophet. For a very, & 


at 


very little while and your place shall not be found : or, 


but like as the smoke vanisheth, and like as wax # 
melteth in face of the fire, so shall ye fail. But, 
as touching the divine law of the Gospel, thus saith 
the Lord, “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but 
my words shall not pass away.” And again’ the 
Psalmist saith, “Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast 
laid the foundation of the earth; and the heavens 
are the work of thy hands. They shall perish, 
but thou endurest; and they all shall wax old 
‘as doth a garment, and as a vestare shalt thou fold 
‘them up, and they shall be changed, but thou art the 
same, and thy years shall not fail!" And those 
divine preachers of the coming of Christ, those 
wise fishers of the world, whose nets drew all 
men from the depths of deceit, whom thou, in 
thy vileness and bondage to sin, dost vilify, did 
by signs and wonders and manifold powers shine as 
the sun in the world, giving sight to the blind, 
hearing to the deaf, motion to the lame, and life to 
the dead, Their shadows alone healed all the 
ailments of men, ‘The devils, whom ye dread as 
gods, they not only cast forth from men’s bodies, 
but even drave out of the world itself by the sign 
of the cross, whereby they destroyed all sorcery, 
and rendered witcheraft powerless. And these men, 
by curing every disease of man by the power 
of Christ, and renewing all creation, are rightly ad- 
mired as preachers of truth by all men of sound 
mind. But what hast thou thyself to say of thy wise 
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‘men and orators, whose wisdom God hath made 
foolish, the advocates of the devil? What worthy 
‘memorial have they bequeathed to the world? Teil 
me, And what canst thou tell of them but unreason 
and shamefulness, and vain craft that with glosing 
words ‘concealeth the mire of their unsavoury 
worship? 


“Moreover such of your poets as have been able i new 
to sour a little above this great madness have said, W'idasey 


with more truth, that they, which are called gods, 
were men; and because certain of them had been 
rulers of regions and cities, and others had done 
something of no great account in their lifetime, men 
were so deceived ns to call them gods, It standeth 
fon record that the man Seruch* was the first to 
Dring in the use of images. For it is said that in 
the old times he honoured those who had achieved 
some memorable deed of courage, friendship, or 
any other such virtue, with statues and pillars, 
But after generations forgat the intention of their 
‘ancestors : and, whereas it was only forremembrance 
sake that they had set up statues and pillars to the 
doers of noble deeds, now they were, little by little, 
Jed astray through the working of the prince of evil, 
the devil, and treated as immortal gods men of like 
passions and corruptible as themselves and further 
Revised sncrfices and drink offerings for them,—the 
devils, thou mayest know, taking up their abode 
in these images and diverting to themselves these 
honours and” sacrifices. Accordingly these devils 
persuade men, who refuse to have God in their know- 
ledge, to consider them as gods for two reasons : frst, 








497 





Mat se0 4b 


Tako 18 
aati 
r 


Heb. 1.8 
Pa wets 


soma 


ST. JOHN DAMASCENE 


BW ara piv 14 mpoonyoplg BoEdtowro raity 
GBorras yépy fre maps. ddatovelas bv7es, 
ts Beot ripacbar), adrods 88 ods rarixacw 
els 7d Hrotpacpévov abrois daBeorov Axiooor 
rip. 88ev macav avrois eiSatav mapavoplav 
ral aloxpinnra, ax drag imomarivras 7) 
Iivov Geary. em robrov obv roy Kohopava 
ov adv edBévres of dvOpwrot, eoxoriapévor 
Jes, teaaros rod Blov ardBous wal rfp. (las 
eribuplas kornae orifdnv, wal Bedv dvdpace, 2H 
Bdedverol ris whdvnsy Pderverdrepor Tis dro~ 
Bee de mpooxvvovjiray yevdera,, tos day 
FBsnne RE ening Ol shed orn 
Gare jas robs morebovras air ris rrovpa 
ca ine TON aglow whdons, mel dbiage Ty 
Trndh Geowoalay. ote tor wap cornpla, et 
wh dv arg, wal ob kor arrog Beds obre dv 
‘obpav@, obre em) ris, eb pa abrds pdvos 6 Tod 
eOKe cronhy, émdvra pipoy 7B phate THs 
Bunduews abrod. Te dove dp, onal, Kuplov 
af otpavel dorepecsBncav, al 7 muedpart 700 
Frduiares abrob maga 4 Bivayis abrov" al 
Tarra br airs eybvero, wal opis aiirod eylvero 
O082 by 8 yeyoven. 

O 8% Gevdas, rotrov dxotcas trav pnudrov, 
eal bre aoe 6 bre) OcodiSdxrov oor es erby- 
yaver, ola Bpovris yyy xararhayes, dpa 
Poebyere,, aye 3 ‘eahubnes els alo Ont oe 
The, Cavrod, abubrnros (hyparo wap ray toxoni~ 
Tudvay bpbaduar Tis xapSlas airod 6 cwnpios 
Xbyos, weai words Tov mporkpwy airod eloer 
jherdpedos), wa ris Tay elBddov wrdvms xara~ 


498 








BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, xxx. 298-299 


that they may be glorified by this title (for they are 
puffed up with arrogance, and delight to be honoured How nen 
‘as gods) next, that they may drag their poor dupes 4°, 
into the unguenchable fire prepared for themselves, Soy*™ 
Hence they teach men all iniquity and filthiness, ” 
seeing that they have once subjected themselves to 

their deceit. So when men have arrived at this 
pinnacle of evil, they, being darkened, set up every 

‘man an idol of his own vice and his own lust, and 

call it a god, They were abominable in their error, 

more abominable in the absurdity of the objects 

that they chose to worship, until the Lord eame, and 

of his tender merey redeemed us that trust in’ him 

from this wicked and deadly error, and taught men 

the true knowledge of God. For there is no salvation 
except in him, and there is none other God, neither 

in heaven, nor in earth, except him only, the Maker 

of all, who moveth all things by the word of his 
power: for he saith, “By the word of the Lord were 

the heavens made stedfast, and all the power of 
them by the breath of his mouth,” and, All things 

‘were made by him, and without him was not anything 

made that was made.’ 

‘When ‘Theudas had heard these sayings, and seen Thestas te 
that the word was full of divine wisdom, like one fy aut 
thunder-struck, he was smitten dumb. Now late in finer 
time, and with difficulty, came he to understand his Solst" 
own misery, for the word of salvation bad touched 
the darkened vision of his heart, and there fell upon 
him deep remorse forhis pastsins. He renounced the 
error of his idols, and ran towards the light of godli- 
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ness, and from henceforth departed from hismiserable 
life, and anade himself as bitter an enemy of vile 
affections and sorceries as he had been before their 
devoted friend. For at this season he stood up in 
‘the midst of the assembly,? and cried with a loud 
voice, saying, ‘Verily, O king, the Spirit of God 
Awelleth in thy son, Verily, we are defeated, and 
have no further apology, and have no strength to 
face the words that he hath uttered, Mighty there- 
fore, in sooth, is the God of the Christians: mighty 
is their faith : mighty are their mysteries.” 

‘Then he turned him round toward the king’s son Th 


and said, ‘Tell me now, thou man, whose soul is fem avt 


fnlightened, will Christ accept me, if 1 forsake my pardon 
evil deeds and turn to him?’ ‘Yea,’ said that 
preacher of truth; ‘Yea, he receiveth thee and all 
that turn to him, And he not only receiveth thee, 
Dut he goeth out to meet thee returning out of the 
way of iniguity, as though it were a son returning 
from a far country. And he falleth on his neck and - 
kisseth him, and he strippeth him of the shameful 
robe of sin, and putteth on him a cloak of brightest 
glory, making mystic gladness for the powers on 
high, keeping feast for the return of the lost sheep. 
‘The Lord himself saith, “There is exceeding great 
joy in heaven over one sinner that xepenteth ”: and 
‘again, “I am not come to eall the righteous but 

"Th reference to av asumbly aiggeate a variant. version 
af eis piso for above (47 otod with 
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sinners to repentance.” And he suith also by the 
prophet, “As I live, saith the Lord, I have no 
pleasure in the death of the sinner, and the ungodly, 
but thet he should tum from his way and live, 
Tam ye, tum ye from your evil way. And why 
will ye die, O house of Israel?” For the wickedness at 
Of the wicked shall not hurt him in the day that he it 
turneth from his wickedness, f he do righteousness 
‘and walk in the statutes of life he shall surely live 
he shall not die, None of his sins which he hath 
‘committed shall be remembered against him, Because 
he hath done the decree of righteousness, he shall 
live thereby. And again he saith by the mouth of 
‘mother prophet, “Wash you, make you clean ; put 
away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes; 
‘cease to do evil Jeam to do well. Come now, and 
Tot us reason together : though yout sins be as scarlet, 
T will make them white as sow; though they 
be red like crimson, I will make them white as 
wool.” Such therefore being the promises made by 
God to them that tum to him, tarry not, © thow 
‘man, nor make delay: but draw nigh to Christ, our 
loving God, and be enlightened, and thy face shall 
not be ashamed. For as soon as thou goest down 
into the laver of Holy Baptism, all the deflement of 
the old man, and all the burden of thy many sins, is 
buried in the water, and passeth into nothingness, 
‘and thou comest up from thence a new man, pure 
from all pollution, with no spot or wrinkle of sin 
tapon thee; and thenceforward it is in thy power 
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ever to keep for thyself the purity that thou gainest 
hereby through the tender merey of our God.” 
When Theudas had been thus instructed, he went ‘heodas 


out immediately and gat him to his evil den, and Sumst® Me 


took his magical books, and, because they were the faitoq 


beginnings of all evil, and the store-houses of devilish 
mysteries, burt them with fire. And he betook 
himself to the cave of that same holy man, to whom 
Nachor also had resorted, and told him that which 
Thad befallen him, casting dust upon his head, and 
groaning deeply, and watering himself with his tears, 
‘and telling the aged man the full tale of his loathly 
dcods, He, well skilled in the saving of a soul and 
the snatching it from the jaw of the wily serpent, 
charmed away his sorrow with words of salvation, 
and pledged him forgiveness and promised him a 
merciful Judge. ‘Then, after he had instructed and 
charged him to fast many days, he cleansed him in 
Holy Baptism. And all the days of his life Theudas 
heartily repented him of his misdeeds, with tenrs 
and sighs seeking the favour of God. 
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As for the king, when things fortuned thus, he 1moxing 
‘was completely bewildered, and plainly showed his 
sore vexation and tumult of soul. So again he called 
all his senators together, and considered what means 
were still his to deal with his son, Many men put 
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forward many counsels, but that Araches, of whom 
we have spoken, the most famous in his office, and 
first of his councillors, spake unto the king, saying, 
“What was there to be done with thy son, O king, 
that we have not done, to induce him’ to follow our 
doctrines and serve our gods? But, as I perceive, 
we aim at the impossible. By nature, or, it may be, 
by chance, he is contentious and implacable, Now, 
ifit be thy purpose to deliver him to torture and 
punishment, thou shalt do contrary to nature, and be 
no more called a father; and thou shalt: lose thy son, 
willing, as he is, to lay down his life for Christ his 
sake, ‘This, then, alone remaineth: to divide thy 
Kingdom with him, and entrust him with the 
dominion of that part which falleth to his lot; and 
if the course of events, and the care of the business 
of life, draw him to embrace our aim and way, then 
the thing shall be according to our puxpose ; for 
habits, firmly established in the soul, are dificult: to 
obliterate, and yield quicker,to persuasion than to 
violence, But if he shall continue in the Christian 
religion, yet shall it be much solace to thee in thy 
Aistress, that thou hast not lost thy son.’ ‘Thus 
spake Araches, and all bare witness that they 
weleomed his proposal. Therefore also the king 
agreed that this matter should thus be settled. 

‘So at day-break he called his son, and said unto 
him, “This is now my latest word with thee, my son, 
Unless thou be obedient thereto, and in this way 
heal my heart, know thou well, that I shall no 
longer spare thee.’ When his son enquired the 
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meaning of his word, he said, ‘ Since, after all 
my labours, I find thee in all points unyielding 
to the persuasion of my words, come now; I will 
divide with thee my kingdom, and make thee king 
over the halfpart thereof; and thou shalt be free, 
from now, to go whatsoever way thow wilt without 
fear” He, though his saintly soul perceived that the 
king was ‘casting yet another snare to trip his 
purpose, resolved to obey, in order that he might 
escape his hands, and take the journey that he 
desired. So he: answered and said, ‘1 have indeed 
Deen longing to go in quest of that man of God that 
pointed out to me the way of snlvation, and, bidding 
farewell to everything, to pass the rest of my life in 
his company. But, father, since thow sufferest’ me 
not to fulfil my heart's desire, I will obey thee 
herein: for where there is no clear danger of 
perdition and estrangement from God, it is right to 
obey one's father.” 

The king was filled with exceeding great joy, and 
divided all the country under his sovranty into two 
parts, and appointed his son king, and adorned him 
with the dindem, and arrayed him in all the splen- 
dour of kingship, and sent him forth with a magniti- 
‘ent body-guard into the kingdom set apart for him, 
find he bade his rulers and governors and satraps, 
every one that would, to depart together with 
hhis son the king. And he set apart a mighty and 
populous city for his kingdom, and gave him. every- 
thing that befitted a king. ‘Thus did Ioasaph 
receive the power of kingship; and when he had 
reached that city, where royal state had been 
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prepared for him, on every tower of his city he set 
up the sign of his Lord's passion, the venerable 
Cross of Christ. And in person he besieged the 
idolatrous temples and altars, and razed them to the 
‘ground, and uncovered their foundations, leaving no 
trace of their ungodliness. 

And in the middle of the city he upreared for Jo 
Christ, his Lord, a temple mighty and passing fa‘r, « 
‘and he bade the people there often to resort thither, fit 
and offer their worship to God by the veneration of 
the Cross, himself standing in the midst in the 
presence of all, and earnestly giving himself unto 
prayer, And as many as were under his hand, 
he admonished and exhorted, and did everything to 
tear them away from superstitious error, and to 
unite them to Christ; and he pointed out the deceits 
of idolatry, and proclaimed the preaching of the 
Gospel, and recounted the things conceming the 
condescension of God, the Word, and preached the 
marvels of his coming, and made known his 
sufferings on the Cross whereby we were saved, and 
the power of his Resurrection, and his Ascension 
into heaven. Moreover he declared the terrible day 
of his dreadful second coming, and the bliss laid up 
for the righteous, and the punishments awaiting 
sinners. All these traths he expounded with kindly 
mien and gentle words. For he was not minded to 
be reverenced and feared for the grandeur of his 

ower and kingly magnificence, but rather for his 
Familiy ‘and meckness, “Hereby also he more 
easily drew all men unto himself, being verily 
‘marvellous in his acts, and equitable and modest in 
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spirit, Wherefore his power, being strongly re- 
inforeed by his gentleness and equity, caused all men 
to yield themselves to his words. 

‘What wonder, then, if, in a little while, all his 
subjects, in city or country, were so well initiated 





into his inspired teachings, that they renounced the $ 


errors of their many gods, and broke away from 
‘dolatrous drink offerings “and abominations, and 
were joined to the true faith and were erented anew 
by his doctrine, and added to the houschold of 
Christ. And all, who for fear of Ioasaph's father, 
had been shut up in mountains and dens, priests 
‘and monks, and some few bishops, came forth from 
their hiding places and resorted to him gladly. 
He himself would meet and receive with honour, 
those who had fallen upon such tribulation and 
distress, for Christ is sake, and bring them to his 
own palace, washing their feet, and cleansing their 
‘matted hair, and ministering to them in every way. 
‘Then he dedicated his newly built church, and 
therein appointed for ehief-priest one of the bishops 
that had suffered much, and had lost his own see, on 
account of his faith in Christ, an holy man, and 
learned in the canons of the Church, whose heart 
‘was fulfilled with heavenly zeal, And forthwith, 
when he had made ready a rude font he bade 
baptize them that were turning to Christ. And so 
they were baptized, first the rulers and the men in 
authority ; next, the soldiers on service and the rest 
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of the multitude. And they that were baptized not 
only received health in their souls, but indeed as 
many as were afflicted with bodily ailments and 
imperfections, cast off all their trouble, and eame up 
from the holy font pure in soul, and sound in body, 
reaping an harvest of health for soul and body alike, 

Wherefore also from all quarters multitudes sottttuies 
flocked to King Ionsaph, desirous to be instructed ter 
by him in godliness. And all idolatrous images were “*“™ 
utterly demolished, and all their wealth and temple 
treasure was taken from them, and in their stead 
holy courts were built for God. For these King 
Toasaph dedicated the riches and costly vestments and 
treasures of the idolatrous temples, thereby making 
this worthless and superfluous material fit for service, 
and profitable. And the foul fiends that dwelt in 
their altars and temples were rigorously chased away 
and put to flight; and these, in the hearing of many, 
loudly lamented the misfortune that had overtaken 
them, And all the region round about was freed 
from their dark deceit, and illuminated with the 
light of the blameless Christian faith. 

‘And, soothly, the king was a good example to "he pores 
all; and he inflamed and kindled the hearts of many ee 
to be of the same mind with himself, For such is 
the nature of authority. Its subjects alway conform 
to its likeness, and are wont to love the same objects, 
and to practise the pursuits which they perceive to 
be pleasing to their governor. Hence, God helping, 
mn grew and increased amongst them. The 
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king was wholly dependent on the commandments 
of Christ and on his love, being a steward of the 
word of grace, and pilot to the souls of many, bring- 
ing them to safe anchorage in the haven of God. For 
he Knew that this, afore all things, is the work of a 
king, to teach men to fear God and keep righteous- 
ness. Thus did he, training himself to be king over 
his own passions, and, like a good pilot, keeping a 
firm hold of the helm of good government for his 
subjects. For this is the end of good kingship, to 
be king and lord over pleasure—which end also he 
achieved. Of the nobility of his ancestors, or the 
royal splendour around him, he was in no wise proud, 
Knowing that we all have one common forefather, 
made of clay, and that, whether rich or poor, we are 
all of the same moulding. He ever abased his soul 
in deepest humility, and thought on the blessedness 
of the world to come, and considered himself a 
stranger and pilgrim in this world, but realised that 
that was his real treasure which he should win after 
his departure henee. Now, since all went well with 
hhim, and since he had delivered all the people from 
their ancient and ancestral error, and made them 
servants of him who redeemed us from evil servitude 
dy his own precious blood, he tured his thoughts to 
his next task, the virtue of almsgiving. Temperance 
‘and righteousness he had already attained; he wore 
on his brow the crown of temperance, and wrapped 
about him the purple of righteousness. He called 
to mind the uncertainty of riches, how they resemble 
‘the running of river waters. Therefore made he 
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haste to lay up his treasure where neither ‘moth nor 
rust doth corrupt and where thieves do not break 
through nor steal’ So he began to distribute all his 
money to the poor, sparing naught thereof. He 
knew that the possessor of great authority is bound 
to imitate the giver of that authority, according to 
his ability ; and herein he shall best imitate God, if 
he hold nothing in higher honour than merey. 
Before all gold and precious stone he stored up for 
himself the treasure of almsgiving ; treasure, which 
here gladdeneth the heart by the hope of enjoyment 
to come, and there delighteth it with the taste of the 
hoped-for bliss. After this he searched the prisons, 
and sought out the captives in mines, or debtors in 
the grip of their creditors ; and by generouslargesses 
to all he proved a father to all, orphans, and widows, 
and beggars, a loving and good father, for he deemed 
that by bestowing blessings on these he won a 
Dlessing for himself. Being endowed with spiritual 
riches, and, in sooth, a perfect king, he gave liberally 
to all that were in need, for he hoped to receive 
infinitely more, when the time should come for the 
recompense of his works. 

Now, in little while, the fame of Toasaph was the tase ot 
Dlazoned abroad ; and led, as it were by the scent of iatatinet 
sweet ointment, all men flocked to him daily, eating jigs? 
off their poverty of soul and body: and his name 
was on every man’s lips. It was not fear and 
oppression that drew the people to him, but desire 
and heart-felt love, which by God’s blessing and 
the king's fair life had been planted in their hearts, 
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Then, too, did his father’s subjects begin to come to 
hhim, and, laying aside all error, received the Gospel 
of truth. And the house of Ioasaph grew and 
waxed strong, but the house of Abenner waned and 
grew weak, even as the Book of the Kings declareth 
‘concerning David and Saul. 


XXXIV 


‘Wuew king Abenner saw this, though Inte and 
loth, he eame to his senses, and renounced his false 
gods with all their impotence and vain deceit. 
Again he called an assembly of his chief counsellors, 
and brought to light the thoughts of his heart. As 
they confirmed his words (for the day spring from on 
high had visited them, the Saviour who bad heard 
the prayer of his servant Ioasaph), it pleased the 
king to signify the same to his son, Therefore on 
‘the morrow he wrote a letter to Toasaph, running 
thus : 

“King Abenner to his well-beloved son Ioasaph 
greeting. Dearest son, many thoughts have been 
stealing into my soul, and rule it with a rod of iron, 
T see our state vanishing, like as smoke vanisheth, 
but thy religion shining brighter than the sun; and 
Thave come to my senses, and know that the words 
which thou hast ever spoken unto me are true, and 
that a thick cloud of sin and wickedness did then 
cover us, 50 that we were unable todiscern the truth, 
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and recognize the Creator of all. Nay, but we shut 
‘our eyes, and would not behold the light which thou 
didst enkindle more brightly for us. Much evil did 
we do unto thee, and many of the Christians, alas! 
aid we destroy ; who, strengthened by the power 
that aided them, finally triumphed over our cruelty. 
But now we have removed that dense mist from our 


eyes, and see some small ray of truth, and there 
cometh on us repentance of our misdeeds. But a 
new cloud of despair would over-shadow it; despair 
‘at the multitude of mine offences, because I am now 
abominable and unacceptable to Christ, being 2 rebel 
‘and a foeman unto hin. What, then, sayest thou, 
dearest son, hereto? Make known to me thine 
answer, and teach me that am thy father what 
I should do, and lead me to the knowledge of my 
true weal.’ 

When Ioasaph had received this letter, and read rouos, 
the words therein, his soul was filled with mingled thet i 
joy and amazement, Forthwith he entered his 
‘closet, and falling on his face before the image of his 
Master, watered the ground with his tears, giving 
thanks to his Lord and confessing him, and tuning 
lips of exultation to sing an hymn of praise, saying : 

Twill magnify thee, © God, my King, and I will wxtsigss 
praise thy name for ever and ever. Great art thou jbote 
(© Lord, and marvellous-worthy to be praised, and of 
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thy greatness there is no end. Who ean express thy 
noble acts, or show forth all thy praise, who hast 
‘tured the hard rock into a standing water and the 
flint-stone into a springing well? For behold this my 
father’s fintyand more than granite heart is at thy will 
melted as wax; because thou art able of these stones to 
raise up children unto Abraham, I thank thee, Lord, 
thou lover of men, and God of pity, that thou hast 
been, and art, long-suffering towards our offences, and 
hast suffered us until now to go unpunished. Long 
have we deserved to be cast away from thy face, and 
made a by-word on earth, as were the sinful inhabi- 
ters of the five cities, consumed with fire and brim- 
stone ; but thy marvellous long suffering hath dealt, 





" graciously with us. I give thanks unto thee, vile 


and unworthy though I be, and insufficient of myself 
to glorify thy greatness. And, by thine infinite 
ccompassions, I pray thee, Lord Jesu Christ, Son and 
Word of the invisible Father, who madest all things 
by thy word, and sustainest them by thy will; who 
hast delivered us thine unworthy servants from the 
‘bondage of the arch-fiend our foc : thou that wast sri 
stretched upon the Rood, and didst bind the strong 
‘man, and award everlasting freedom to them that: lay 
bound in his fetters : do thou now also stretch forth 
‘thine invisible and almighty hand, and, at the last, 
ffree thy servant my father from the eruel bondage of 
the devil. Show him full clearly that thou art, the 
ever living true God, and only King, eternal and 
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immortal. Behold, O Lord, with favourable and 
kindly eye, the contrition of my heart; and, accord- 
ing to thine unerring promise, be with me that ac- 
Imowledge and confess thee the Maker and protector 
of all creation. Let there be a well of water within 
me springing up, and let utterance be given unto me 
that I may open’ my movth, and a mind well fixed in 
thee, the chief comer-stone, that I, thine unprofitable 
servant, may be enabled to preach to my father, as 
is right, the mystery of thine Incarnation, and by 
thy power deliver him from the vain deceit of 
wicked devils, and bring him unto thee his God and 
Lord, who willest not the death of us sinners, but 
‘Waitest for them to return and repent, because thou 
art glorified for ever and ever. Amen.” 

When he had thus prayed, and received fulness of 
assurance that he should not miscarry in his desire, 
he took courage by the tender merey of Christ, and 
arose thence, with his royal body-guard, and arrived 
‘at his father’s palace. When it was told unto his 
| father, ‘‘Thy son is come,” he went forth straightway 
for to meet him, and embraced and kissed him lov- 
ingly, and made exceeding great joy, and held « 
| general feast in honour of the coming of his son. 
‘And afterward, they two were closeted together. 

‘But how tell of all that the son spake with his aod 








father, and of all the wisdom of his speech ? And fis'spe: 


‘what was that speech but the words put into his 
mouth by the Holy Ghost, by whom the fisher 
men enclosed the whole world in their nets for 
Christ and the unlearned are found wiser than 
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the wise. This Holy Spirit's grace and wisdom 
‘taught Toasaph to speak with the king his father, 
enlightening him with the light of knowledge. 
Before now he had bestowed much labour to drag 
his father from superstitious emor, leaving nothing 
unsaid and nothing undone to win him over, but he 
seemed to be twanging on a broken string, and speak 
ing to deaf cars. But when the Lord looked upan the 
lowliness of his servant Toasaph, and, in answer to 
hhis prayer, opened the closed gates of his father's 
heart (for it is said, he will fulfil the desire of them 
that fear him, and will hear their cry), then the king 
easily understood the things that were spoken; so 
‘that, when @ convenient season came, through the 
grace of Christ, this son triumphed over those evil 
spirits that had lorded it over the soul of his father, 
and clean freed him from their error, and made the 
word of salvation clearly known unto him, and 
joined him to the living God on high. 
Toasaph took up his tale from the beginning, and sstaieth 
| expounded to his father great and marvellous things 2%. 
which he knew not, which he had never heard with i= Put 
the ears of his heart; and he told him many weighty 
sayings concerning God, and showed him righteous- 
ness ! to wit that there is no other God in heaven 
above, nor in the earth beneath, except the one God, 
revealed in the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. 
And he made known unto him many mysteries of 
| divine knowledge; and amongst them he told him 
‘the history of creation, visible and invisible, how the 
Creator brought every thing out of nothing, and 
how he formed man after his own image and likeness 
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and endowed him with power of free-will, and gave 
hhim Paradise to his enjoyment, charging him only to 
abstain from one thing, the tree of knowledge ; 
and how, when man had’ broken his commandment, 
hhe banished him out of Paradise ;and how man, fallen 
from union with God, stumbled into these manifold 
errors, becoming the slave of sins, and subject unto 
death through the tyranny of the devil, who, having 
once taken men captive, hath made them utterly for. 
get their Lord and God, and hath persuaded them to 
serve him instead, by the abominable worshipping of 
‘idols. ‘So our Maker, moved with compassion, through ett 
‘the good-will of the Father, and the co-operation auithe ke: 
of the Holy Ghost, was pleased, for our sakes, to be “#0 
bor of an holy Virgin, Mary, the mother of God, 
and he, that cannot suffer, was acquainted with 
sufferings. On the third day he rose again from the 
dead, and redeemed us frm our thst penalty, and 
restored to us our first glory. When he ascended 
into the heavens, from whence he had descended, 
he raised us up together with him; and thenee, we 
believe that he shall come again, to raise up’ his 
own handiwork; and he will recompense every man 
according to his works, Moreover Ioasaph instructed 
his father concerning the kingdom of heaven that 
awaiteth them that are worthy thereof, and the joy 
unspeakable. Thereto he added the torment’ in 
store for the wicked, the unquenchable fire, the outer 
darkness, the undying worm and whatsoever other 
punishment the servants of sin have laid up in 
store for themselves. 

All these things set he forth in many words, 
which bore witness that the grace of the Spirit was 
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welling richly within him. ‘Then he deseribed the sna 4% 
uncharted sea of the love of God towards mankind, sotto 
‘and how he is ready to accept the repentance of 
‘them that turn to him and how there is no sin too 

great for his tender mercy, if we will but repent 

‘And when he had confirmed these truths by many 

‘an example, and testimony of Seripture, he made an 


end of speaking, 


XXXV 


Kino Apennen was pricked to the heart by this Kwg 


inspired wisdom and with loud voice and fervent senor, 
hheart confessed Christ his Saviour, and forthwith Seva, 
forsook all superstitious error. He venerated theo" 
sign of the life-giving Cross in the sight of all 
‘and, in the hearing of all, proclaimed our Lord 
‘Jesus Christ to be God. By telling in full the tale 
of their former ungodliness, and of his own cruelty 
‘and blood thirstiness toward the Christians, he 
proved himself a great power for religion. So 
here was proved in fact, the saying of Paul; and 
where sin abounded, there did grace much more 
abound. 

‘While then the learmed Toasaph was speaking of ™sshele 
God, and of piety towards him, to the dukes. and give 
satraps and all the people there assembled, and was, 
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as it were with a tongue of fire piping unto them a 
goodly ode, the grace of the Holy Spirit descended 
‘upon them, and moved them to give glory to God, 80 
that all the multitude cried aloud with one voice, 
«Great is the God of the Christians, and there is 
none other God but our Lord Jesus Christ, who, to- 
igether with the Father and Holy Ghost, is glorified’ 
‘Waxen full of heavenly zeal, King Abenner made Ths tapi 
‘a sturdy assault on the idols, wrought of silver and Sto teed 
gold, that were within his palace, and tore them =F" 
Gown to the ground. ‘Then he brake them into small 
pieces, and distributed them to the poor, thus mak 
ng that which had been useless useful. Furthermore 
he and his son besieged the idols’ temples and altars 
‘and levelled them even to the ground, and in their 
stead, and to the honour of God, built holy courts 
‘And not only in the city but throughout all the 
country also, thus did they in their zeal. And 
the evil spirits that dwelt in those altars were driven 
forth with shrieks, and cried out in terror at the 
invincible power of our God. And all the region 
round about, and the greater part of the neighbour 
ations, were led, as by the hand, to the true Faith. 
‘Then eame the holy Bishop, of whom we have spoken, the ug « 
12 King Abenner was instructed, and made perfect" 
‘with Holy Baptism, in the name of the Father, and 
Of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. And Toasaph 
received him as he came-up from the Holy Font, in 
this strange way appearing as the begetter of his 
own father, and proving the spiritual father to him 
that begat him in the flesh ; for he was the son of 
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his heavenly Father, and verily divine fruit of that 
divine Branch, which saith, ‘I am the vine, ye are 
‘the branches.” 

‘Thus King Abenner, being born again of water te cine 
and of the spirit, rejoiced with joy unspeakable, and Sas Pth, 
with him all the city and the region round about fietyn 
received Holy Baptism, and they that were before 
darkness now became children of light. And every 
disease, and every assault of evil spirits was driven 
far from the believers, and all were sane and sound 
in body and in soul. And many other miracles were 
‘wrought for the confirmation of the Faith. Churches 
too were built, and the bishops, that had been 
hiding for fear, discovered themselves, and received 
again their own churches, whilst others were chosen 
from the priests and monks, to shepherd the flock of 
Christ. But King Abenner, having thus forsaken 
his former disgraceful life, and repented of his evil 
deeds, handed over to his son the rule of all his 
kingdom, He himself dwelt in solitude, continually 
‘casting dust on his head, and groaning ‘for very 
hreaviness, and watering his face with his tears, 
being alone, communing with him whois everywhere 
present and imploring him to forgive his sins. And oft 
he abased himself to such a depth of contrition and pice 
humility, that he refused to name the name of {72% 
Christ with his own lips, and was scarce brought by 
his son's admonitions to make so bold. Thus the 
ing passed through the good change and entered 
the road that leadeth to virtue, so that his right- 
cousness now surpassed his former sing of ignorance. 
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, xxxv. 322-323 


For four years did he live thus im repentance and tive the 
tears and virtuous acts, and then fell into the Aif.nas 
sickness whereof he died. But when the end drew #* 
nigh, he began to fear and to be dismayed, calling to 
remembrance the evil that he had wrought. But 
with comfortable words Toasaph sought to ease the 
istress that had fallen on him, saying, * Why art 
thou so full of heaviness, O my father, and why art 
thou so disquieted within thee? Set thy hope on touph 
God, and give him thanks, who is the hope of all fmjcrte™ 
the ends of the earth, and of them that remain in tener 
‘the broad sea, who crieth by the mouth of his 
prophet, “Wash you, make you clean: put away from 
Before thine eyes the wickedness of your souls; Team 
i to do well”; and “ Though your sins be as scarlet, I 
will make them white as snow; though they be red 
like crimson, I will make them as wool.” Fear not, 
/ therefore, O my fathér, neither be of doubtful mind ? 
for the sins of them that turn to God prevail not 
against his infinite goodness. For these, however 
many, are subject to measure and number: but 
measure and number cannot limit his goodness. Tt 
is impossible then for that which is subject to 
measure to exeeed the unmeasurable. 

With such comfortable words did Toasaph cheer eine 
his soul, and bring him to a good courage. Then maith? 
his father stretched out his hands, and gave him 
thanks and prayed for him, blessing the day whereon 
Toasaph was born, and said ‘Dearest child, yet not 
child of me, but of mine heavenly Father, with what 

titude can I repay thee? With what words of bless 
figs may Ibless thee? What thanks shall I offr God 
for thee? Iwas lost, and was found through thee = 
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I was dead in sin and am alive again: an enemy, 
and rebel against God, and am reconciled with him. 
What reward therefore shall I give thee for all these 
benefits? God is he that shall make the due recom- 
pense.’ Thus saying, he pressed many kisses on his 
beloved son then, when he had prayed, and said, 
“Into thy hands, O God, thou lover of men, do I 
commit my spirit,’ he committed his soul unto the 
Lord. 

Now, when Joasaph had honoured with his tears 
his father that was dead, and had reverently eared 
for his body, he buried him in a sepulchre wherein 
devout men lay ; not indeed clad in royal raiment, 
but robed in the garment of penitence. Standing 
on the sepulchre, and lifting up bis hands to 
hheaven, the tears streaming in floods from his eyes, 
he cried aloud unto God saying, 

0 God, I thank thee, King of glory, alone mighty 
and immortal, that thou hast not despised my petition, 
and hast not held thy peace at my tears, but hast been 
pleased to turn this thy servant, my father, from the 
way of wickedness, and to draw him to thyself, 
the Saviour of all, departing him from the deceit- 
fulness of idolatry, and granting him to acknow- 
ledge thee, who art the very God and lover of souls. 
‘And now, O my Lord and God, whose ocean of 
goodness is uncharted, set, him in that place where 
Tnuch grass is, in @ place of refreshment, where 
shineth the light of thy countenance. Remember 
not his old offences ; but, according to the multi- 
tude of thy mercies, blot out the hand-writing of his 
sins, and destroy the tablets of his debts, and 
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set him at peace with thy Saints whom he slew with 
fire and sword. Charge them not to be bitter 
against him, For all things are possible with thee, 

the Lord of all, save only. to. withhold pity from 

them that turn ‘not unto thee; this is impossible. 

For thy pity is poured out upon all men, and 

‘thou savest them that call upon thee, Lord Jesu 
Christ, beeause glory becometh thee for ever and 

ever. "Amen. 

Such were the prayers and intercessions that foum 
he made unto God, by the space of seven full days, forte 
never leaving the grave, and never thinking of meat 
or drink, and taking no refreshment of sleep : but he 
Watered’ the ground with his tears, and continued 
praying and moaning unceasingly. But, on the 
Pique day, he went back. to. his palace” and dis- 
tributed amongst the poor all his wealth and riches, 

0 that not one person was left in want. 


XXXVI 


Iw a few days, after he had ended this ministry, toumo® 
‘and emptied all his coffers, inorder that the burden Sass 
of his money might not hinder him from entering in ™* 
fat the narrow gate, on the fortieth day after his fa 
ther's decease, and in remembrance of him, he ealled 
‘together all his officers, and those who wore soldiers! 
attire, and of the citizens not a few. Sitting in the 
front, according to custom, in the audience of all he 
said, “Lo, as ye see, Abenner, my father the king, 
hath died like any beggar. Neither wealth, nor kingly 
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slory,nor I his loving son, nor any of his kith and 
kindred, have availed to help him, or to save him from 
‘the sentence without reprieve. But he is gone to 
yonder judgement seat, to give account of his life in 
‘this world, carrying with him mo advocate what- 
soever, except his deeds, good or bad. And the same 
Jaw is ordained by nature for every man born of 
woman, and there is no escape, Now, therefore, 
hearken unto me, friends and brethren, people and 
holy heritage of the Lord, whom Christ our God 
hath purchased with his own precious blood, and 
delivered from the ancient error, and bondage of the 
adversary. Ye yourselves know my manner of life yea met 
cmnong jou; that ever since I knew Christ and was Siaiset 
counted worthy to become his servant, I have hated yee 
all things, and loved him only, and how this was my 
desire, to escape from the tempest and vain tumult 
of the world, and commune alone with him, and in 
undisturbed peace of soul serve my God and Master. 
But my father's opposition hela me back, and the 
‘command that biddeth us to honour our fathers. So, 
by the grace and help of God, I have not laboured in 
vain, nor spent these days for naught, I have brought 
my father nigh to Christ, and have taught you all 
to know the one true God, the Lord of all; and yot 
not I, but the grace of God which was with me, 
which rescued me also from superstitious error, and 
from the worship of idols, and freed you, O my 
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people, from cruel eaptivity. So now itis high time 
Xo lft the service that T promised to. God; high 
time to depart thitherward, where he himself shall 
lead me, where I may perform my vows which I 
made unto him. Now, therefore, look you outa man 
whom ye will, to be your leader and king; for by 
this time ye have been conformed to the will of the 
Lord, and of his commandments nothing hath been 
hidden from you. Wall ye therein; tum not aside, 
neither to the right hand, nor to the left, and the 
God of peace be with you all!” 

When all that company and the common people the pet» 
heard thereof, anon there arose a clamour, an uproar, £2 92%, 
and a mighty ery and confusion, all weeping like or~ pil mtiet 
phans Pt bewailing their loss. Lamenting bitterly,“ & 
they protested with oaths and with their tears, that 
they would never let him go, but would restrain 
him and not suffer in any wise his departare. While 
the common people, and they in authority, were 
thus exying aloud, the king broke in, and beckoned 
with his hand to the multitude and charged them to 
Keep silence. He declared that he gave in to their 
instaney, and dismissed them still grieving, and 
bearing on their cheeks the signs of sorrow. And 
Toasaph did thus, There was one of the senators 
first in favour with Toasaph, a man honoured for his 
godliness and dignity, Barachias by name, who, as 
hath been already told, when Nachor, feigning to be 
Barlaam, was disputing with the philosophers, alone 
‘was ready to stand by Nachor and fight for him, for 
his heart was fired with heavenly love. Him the 
ing took ‘apart, and spake gently with him, and 
earnestly besought him to receive the kingdom, and, 
in the fear of God, to shepherd his people; in order 
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that he himself might take the journey that he 
desired. 

But Barachias would put aside and reject his offer, Buchs 
saying, ‘O king, how wrongful is thy judgement, and [igetsn”* 
thy word contrary to divine command! If thou hast [gt 
learned to love thy neighbour as thyself, with what ‘=r 
right art thou eager to shift the burden off thy back 
and ley it upon mine? If it be good to be king, . 
keep the good to thy self: but, if it be a stone of 
stumbling and rock of offence to thy soul, why put it 
in my pathway and seek to trip me up?’ When 
Toasaph perceived that he spake thus, and that his 
purpose was fixed, he ceased from communing with 
him, And now, at about the dead of night, he wrote 
his people a letter, fall of much wisdom, expounding 
to them all godliness; telling them what they should 
think concerning God, what life, what hymns and 
what thanksgiving they should offer unto him. 

Next, he charged them to receive none other than 
Barachias to be ruler of the kingdom. Then left he tagays 
in his bed-chamber the roll containing his letter, and, txpo 
‘unobserved of all, went forth from his palace. But * 

he might not win through undetected : for, early on 
the morrow, the tidings, that he was departed, anon. 
made commotion and mourning among the people, 
and, in much haste, forth went every man forto seek 
him; they being minded by all means to cut off his 
flight, And their zeal was not spent in vain ; for, 
when they had occupied all the high-ways, and 
encompassed all the mountains, and surrounded the 
pathless ravines, they discovered him in a water 
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course, his hands uplifted to heaven, saying the 
prayer proper of the Sixth Hour, 

When they beheld him, they surrounded him, and Te peene 

esought him with tears, upbraiding him for depart- Brertakce 
ing from them. ‘But,’ said he, ‘why Isbour ye in a 
vain? No longer hope to have me to your king.” 
Yet gave he way to their much opposition, and 
turned again to his palace. And, when he had 
assembled all the folk, he signified his will. ‘Then 
with oath he confirmed his word, that he would dwell 
there not one day more. ‘For, said he ‘I have 
fulfilled my ministry toward you, and have omitted 
naught, neither have I kept back anything that was 
profitable unto you, but have shewed you and taught 
you, testifying to all the faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and pointing out the paths of repentance. 
‘And now behold I go the road that I have long 
time desired, and all ye shall see my face no more. 
Wherefore I take you to record this day, as saith the 
holy Apostle, that I am pure from the blood of you 
all, for I have not shunned to declare unto you all 
the counsel of God.” 

‘When they heard this, and perceived the stend- tour, 
fastness of his purpose, that nothing could hinder hi puspove 
hi from his resolve, they wept like orphans over Js: 
their bereavement, but could inno wise over-persuade #& 
him. ‘Then did the king take that Barachias, of 
! whom we have already spoken, saying, “This is he, 
| rethren, whom I appoint to be your king.’ And 
though Barachias stoutly resisted, yet he established 
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him, unwilling and reluctant, upon the royal throne, 
and placed the diadem on his head, and gave the 

Kingly ring into his hand. Then he stood facing 

the East and made prayer for King Barachias, that 

his faith toward God might be preserved unwaver- 

ing, and that he might keep without faltering the 

path of Christ’s commandments. herewith he 
prayed for the clergy and all the flock, asking of 

God suecour for them and salvation, and all that 

might ftly be asked for their welfare, 

Thus he prayed, and then turning said unto st 
Barachias, ‘Behold, brother, I charge thee, as the himto 
‘Apostle once adjured his people, “Take heed unto Minster 
‘thyself, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy ‘yi, ot 
Ghost hath made thee King, to feed the Lord's 
people, whom he hath purchased with his own 
blood.” And even as thou wast before me in the 
Knowledge of God, and didst serve him with a 
pure conscience, so now also show the more zeal in 
pleasing him. For, as thou hast received of God a 
mighty sovereignty, thou owest him the greater 
repayment. Render therefore to thy Benefactor the 
debt of thanksgiving, by the keeping of his holy 
‘commandments and by turning aside from every path 
whose end is destruction. For it is with kingdoms 
as with ships. If one of the sailors blunder it 
bringeth but small damage to the crew. But if the 
steersman err, he eauseth the whole ship to perish. 
Even so it is with sovranty: if a subject err, he 
harmeth himself more than the state. But if the 
king err, he causeth injury to the whole realm. 
‘Therefore, as one that shall render strict account, if 
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thou neglect aught of thy duty, guard thyself with 
all diligence in that which is good. Hate all pleasure 
that draweth into sin: for, saith the Apostle, 
“Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without 
which no man shall see the Lord.” Consider the 
wheel of men’s affairs, how it rmneth round and 
round, turning and whisling them now up, now down: 
and amid all ts sudden changes, keep thou unchanged 
‘ pious mind. To change with every change of 
affairs betokeneth an unstable heart. But be thou 
steadfast, wholly established upon that which is 
good. Be not lifted and vainly puffed up because of 
temporal honour; but, with purified reason, under 
stand the nothingness of thine own nature, and the 
spanclength and swift fight of life here, and death 
the yoke-fellow of the flesh. If thou consider these 
things, thou shalt not be eastinto the pit of arrogance, 
Dut shalt fear God, the true and heavenly King, and 
verily thou shalt be blessed. For hesaith, “Blessed 
ave all they that fear the Lord, and walk in his ways,” 
and ‘Blessed is the man that feareth the Lord: he 
shall have great delight in his commandments.” 
And which commandments above all shouldest thou 
observe? “Blessed are the mereiful, for they shall 
obtain merey,” and “Be ye mereiful, as your heavenly. 
Father is merciful.” For the fulfilment of this eom- 
mandment, above all, is required of them that are in 
high authority. And, soothly, the holder of great 
authority ought to imitate the giver of that authority, 
to the best of his ability. And herein shall he best 
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imitate God, by considering that nothing is to be 
preferred before showing merey. Nay, further, 
nothing so surely draweth the subject to loyalty 
toward his Sovereign as the grace of charity bestowed 
on such as need it. For the service that cometh 
from fear is flattery in disguise, with the pretence 
of respect cozening them that pay heed to it; and 
it maketh the unwilling subject to rebel when 
‘occasion serveth, Whereas he that is held by the : 
ties of loyalty is steadfast in his obedience to the 
ruling power. Wherefore be thou easy of access to 
all, and open thine ears unto the poor, that thou 
mayest find the ear of God open unto thee. For as 
we are to our fellow-servants, such shall we find our 
Master to us-ward. And, like as we do hear 
others, so shall we be heard ourselves; and, as we 
see, so shall we be seen by the divine all-seeing eye. 
Therefore pay we merey for merey, that we may 
obtain like for like. 

"But hear yet another commandment, the fellow aud t for 
of the former; Forgive, and it shall be forgiven fg 








unto you;” and “If ye forgive not men their tres- tresses 
‘passes, neither will your heavenly father forgive you “#™** 
‘your tres Wherefore bear no malice against 


them that offend against thee; but, when thou 
askest forgiveness of thy sins, forgive thyself also 
them that injure thee, because forgiveness is repaid 
by forgiveness, and by making peace with our 
fellow-servants we are ourselves delivered from the 
‘wrath of our Master. Again, a lack of compassion 
towards them that trespass against us maketh our 
own trespasses unpardonable, even as thon hast 

heard what befell the man that owed ten thousand 
talents, how, through his want of pity on his fellow- 
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servant, he was again required to pay all that 
mighty debt. So we must take good heed lest a 
like fate betide us. But let us forgive every debt, 
‘and cast all anger out of our hearts, in order that 
‘our many debts, too, may be forgiven. Beside this, 
‘and before all things, keep thou that good thing 
which is committed to thy trust, the holy Word of 
faith wherein thou has been taught and instructed. 
‘And let no tare of heresy grow up amongst you, but 
preserve the heavenly seed pure and sincere, that it 
may yield a manifold harvest to the master, when 
he cometh to demand account of our lives, and to 
reward us according to our deeds, when the righteous 
shall shine forth as the sun, but darkness and ever- 
lasting shame shall cover the sinners. And now, 
brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word 
of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to 
igive you an inheritance among all them which are 
sanctified.” 

"And when he had thus spoken, he kneeled down, 
as it is written, and prayed again in tears. And he fi 
turned him round, and kissed Barachias, whom he 
hhad chosen'to theit king, and all the officers. Then 
came a scene fit, belike, to make one weep. They 
all crowded around him, as though his presence 
‘meant life to them, and his departure would reave 
them of their very souls; and what piteous pleading, 
what extravagance of grief did they omit? They 
kiseed him ; they hung about him; they were beside 
themselves for anguish of heart. ‘Wo is us; cried 
they, ‘for this grievous calamity!” They called him, 
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Master, Father, Saviour, Benefactor. ‘Through 
thee,’ said they, ‘we learned to know God, and 
were redeemed from error, and found rest from 
every ill, What remaineth us after thou art gone? 
What evils shall not befall us?” Thus saying, they 
smote upon their breasts, and bewailed the mis- 
fortune that had overtaken them. But he with 
words of comfort hushed their sobs, and promised to 
be with them still in the spirit though he might no 
longer abide with them in the body. And when he 
had thus spoken, in the sight of all he went forth 
from the palace. And immediately all the people 
followed him. ‘They despaired of his return; they 
ran from the city, as from a sight that they could 
no longer endure. But when they were outside the 
city, Toasaph addressed them with sharp words, tnd 
chode with them harshly; and so they were parted 
from him, and unwillingly went home, often turning 
round to look on him, and stumbling on their road. 
‘And some of the hotter spirits also followed ‘afar off 
‘weeping, until the shades of night parted them one 
from another. 


XXXVII 


Tuvs this noble man went forth from his palace tossaph 
rejoicing, a when after long exile a man retameth frye 
with joy to his own country. Outwardly he wore et 
‘the robes that he was wont to wear, but beneath 
was the hair shirt which Barlaam had given him. 
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That night he halted at a poor man's cabin, and 
stripped himself of hhis outer raiment, which, as his 
last alms, he bestowed upon his poor host, and th s 
by the prayers of that poor man, as well as of so 
many others, he made God his ally, and put on his 
grace-and help as a garment of salvation ; and, clad 
in a coat of gladness, thus went he off to his hermit 
life, carrying with him neither bread, nor water, nor 
any necessary food, with no garment upon him save 
the aforesaid rough shirt. For his heart was wounded 
with a marvellous longing and divine love for Christ 
the immortal King; he was beside himself with long- 
ing, mad for God, possessed by love of him; ‘ Forlove, 
he saith, ‘is strong as fire.’ So drunken was he with 
this heavenly love, so parched with thirst, according 
to him that saith, ‘Like as the hart desireth the 
water-brooks, so longeth my soul after thee, O God. 
My soul is athirst for the mighty and living God’; 
or, as the soul that is sick of love crieth in the Song 
of Songs, “Thou hast ravished us, ravished us with the 
desire of thee’; and, ‘Let me see thy countenance, 
and let me hear thy voice, for thy voice is a sweet 
voice, and thy countenance is comely.’ 

Tt was the desire for this unspeakable comeliness the amos 
of Christ that fired the hearts of the Apostolic Quire Sst 
and of the Martyr folk to despise the things that are ARGS 
seen, and all this temporal life, and the rather to “**"™ 
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choose ten thousand forms of death and torture, 
being enamoured of his heavenly beauty, and bearing 
in mind the charm that the divine Word used for to 
‘win our love. Such was the fire that was kindled 
in the soul of this fair youth also, noble in body, but 
most noble and kingly in soul, that led him to 
despise all earthly things alike, to trample on all 
bodily pleasures, and to contemn riches and glory and 
the praise of men, to lay aside dindem and purple, 
as of less worth than cob-webs, and to surrender 
himself to all the hard and irksome toils of the 
ascetic life, erying, ‘O my Christ, my soul is fixed 
upon thee, and thy right hand hath upholden me.” 

‘Thus, without looking back hepessed intothe depth inn 
af the desert; and, laying aside, ike a heavy burden fat imag 
and clog, the stress of transitory things, he rejoiced arian 
in the Spirit, and looked steadfastly on Christ, whom 
he longed for, and cried aloud to him, as though 
hhe were there present to hear his voice, saying, 
Lord, let mine eyes never again see the good things 
of this present world, Never, from this moment, let 
my soul be excited by these present vanities, but 
fill mine eyes with spiritual tears; direct my goings 
in thy way, and show me thy servant Barlaam. 
Show me him that was the means of my salvation, 
that I may learn of him the exact rule of this lonely 
and austere life, and may not be tripped up through 
ignorance of the wiles of the enemy. Grant me, O 
Lord, to discover the way whereby to attain unto 
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thee, for my soul is sick of love for thee, and Lam 
athirst for thee, the well of salvation.” 

These were the thoughts of his heart continually, to, yostoth 
and he communed with God, being made one with him feursey, 
by prayer and sublime meditation. And thus eagerly 
he pursued the rond, hoping to arrive at the place 
where Barlaam dwelt, His meat was the herbs that 
grow in the desert; for he earried nothing with him, 
as Ihave already said, save his own bones, and the 
ragged garment that was around him. 

But whilst he found some food, though seanty and tormented 
insufiicient, from the herbs, of water he was quite "” "> 
destitute in that waterless and dry desert. And so 
at noon-tide, as he held on his way under the fierce 
blaze of the sun, he was parched with thirst in the 
hot drought of that desert place, and he suffered the 
extreme of anguish. But desire of Christ conquered 
nature, and the thirst wherewith he thirsted for God 
bedewed the heat of thirst for water. 

Now the devil, being envious and hateful of that and. 
which is beautiful, unable to endure the sight of the dent 
such steadfastness of purpose, and glowing love 
towards God, raised up against Ioasaph many 
temptations in the wildemess. He called to his 
remembrance his kingly glory, and his magnificent 
body-guard, his friends, kinsfolk and companions, 
and how the lives of all had depended on his life, 
and he minded him of the other solaces of life. 

Then he would confront him with the hardness of 
virtue, and the many sweats that she requireth, 
367 


ghana, 
we 
‘Aitonts 5 


ST. JOHN DAMASCENE 


68év (worAad yap airG ai rhs xaxias 7piBo.), 
ral gavrdoyact coutNos dvarperew airiy 
eresparo wat els SeiMav euSarerr, more piv 
eras aitd Gasviueros, olés core ore Bé, pou 
» doxacpémy cartyar, erenia aitg, al 
raréfas yreirer, @ pi Barrov eis Ta onloo 
oreagy Dove Caplan inipyero navrobandy 
vopbds, Bpuydy car airod xab Sewbrarov drro- 
tebe puenbady weal piper dra wah ele. Bpd- 
rovra pereuoppoire xal damiba xal BasiAoxor. 
aa mas eceivos_xal ‘yppaddrares saris 
rpiuas fy the Yuyiv, dre 8) rev yorov 
davr08 xaraguyiy Bipeos. vigor 88 7H bia- 
volg xal xateyyedév 70d movnpod, Preyer Obx 
Dabs ne, & draredy, bors el, 8 rabrd por 
dyelpor, 5 e& dpyis xaxd reerawspeos Tov 
aOpiror 76 ral del ore rovnpis dy 
Kad 7) Brdrrew oldapis drodelmav. dX ds 
568 








BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, xxxvn. 340-341 


with the weakness of his flesh, with his lack of 
practice in such rigours, the long years to come, this 
present distress from thirst, his want of any comfort, 

and the unendingness of his toils. In a word, he 

raised a great dust-cloud of reasonings in his mind, 
exactly, I ween, as it hath been recorded of the 
mighty Antony. 

But, when the enemy saw himself too weak to The send 
shake that purpose (for Ionsaph set Christ before his Herat 
mind, and glowed with love of him, and was well {2 
strengthened by hope, and steadfast in faith, and sgh 
reeked nothing of the devil and his suggestions), then fem 
was the adversary ashamed of having fallen in the 
first assault. So he came by another road (for many 
axe his paths of wickedness), and endeavoured to over- 

‘throw and terrify Ioasaph by means of divers appari- 

tions. Sometimes he appeared to him in black, and 

such indeed he is: sometimes with a drawn sword. 

he leapt upon him, and threatened to strike, unless 

he speedily turned back. At other times he assumed 

‘the shapes of all manner of beasts, roaring and 
making a terrible din and bellowing ; or again he 
became a dragon, adder, or basilisk. But that fa 

and right noble athlete kept his soul in quietness, 
for he had made the Most High his refuge: and, 
being sober in mind, he laughed the evil one to 
seorm, and said, ‘I know thee, deceiver, who thou 
art, which stivrest up this trouble for me; which 
from the begining didst devise mischief against 
mankind, and art ever wicked, and never stintest to 
do hurt. How becoming and right proper is thy 
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habit, that thou shouldest take the shape of beasts and 
of creeping things, and thus display thy bestial and 
crooked nature, and thy venomous and hurtful par- 
pose! Wherefore, wretch, attempt the impossible? 
For ever since I discovered that these be the contriv- 
ances and bug-bears of thy malice, I have now no 
more anxiety concerning thee. The Lord is on my 
side, and I shall see my desire upon mine enemies. I 
shall go upon the adder and basilisk, the which thou 
dost resemble ; the lion and the dragon I shall tread 
‘thee under my feet; for I am strengthened with the 
mightof Christ. Let mine enemies be ashamed and 
tumed backward: let them be driven and put to 
shame suddenly. 

‘Thus speaking, and gitding on that invincible tomy 
‘weapon, the sign of the Cross, he made vain the devil’s "5" 
Shows. "For straightway all the beasts and creeping gomez, 
things disappeared, like as the smoke vanisheth, °*** 
and like as wax melteth at the fire. And he, strong 
in the might of Christ, went on his way rejoicing 
and giving thanks unto the Lord. But there dwelt 
in that desert many divers beasts, and all kinds of 
serpents, and dragon-shaped monsters, and these 
‘met him, not now as apparitions but in sober sooth, so, 
that his path was beset by fear and toil. But he 
overcame both fear and toil by thought: fear, by the 
thought of love, that, as saith the Seriptare, easteth 
out fear; and toil, by the thought of longing that 
maketh toil light. ‘Thus he wrestled with many 
sundry misfortunes and hardships until, after many 
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days, he arrived at that desert of the land of Senaar, 
wherein Barlaam dwelt. ‘There also he found water 
and quenched the burning of his thirst. 


XXXVI 
Now two full years spent Ioasaph wandering tap 
about the ocean of that desert, without finding fro sam” 


Barlaam ; for here also God was proving the stead- #25!" %* 


fastness of his purpose, and the nobility of his soul. P*°* 
He lived thus in the open air, scorched with heat or 
frozen with cold, and, as one in search of precious 
treasure, continually looking everywhere for his 
‘treasured friend, the aged Barlaam. Frequent were 
‘the temptations and assaults of the evil spirits that he 
encountered, and many the hardships that he endured 
through the lack of herbs that he needed for meat, 
because the desert, being dry, yielded even these in 
but scant supply. But, being kindled by love of her 
Master, this adamantine and indomitable soul bore 
these annoyances more easily than other men bear 
their pleasures. Wherefore he failed not of the 
suecour that is trom above, but, many as were the 
sorrows and toils thathe endured, comfort came to him 
from Christ, and, asleep or awake, refreshed his soul. 
By the space of those two years Ioasaph went about 
continually, seeking him for whom he yearned, and 
rivers of waters ran from his eyes, as he implored God, 
crying aloud and saying, ‘Show me, O Lord, show me 
the man that was the means of my knowledge of thee, 
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and the cause of my many blessings. Because of the 
multitude of mine offences, deprive me not of this 

‘good thing ; but grant me to see him, and fight with 

him the aseetie fight.” 

By the grace of God, he found a cave, by follow- lows 
ing footsteps that led thither. There he met a hers So 
monk pursuing a hermit life. Him he embraced iio" 
and saluted tenderly. He asked where to find stole 
Barlaam’s dwelling, and tola him his own tale, laying 
all bare. Of him then he learned the abode of the 
man whom he sought, and thither went foot-hot, as 
when a cunning hunter happeneth on the tracks of 
his game. And when he had met with certain signs, 
pointed out to him by this other old hermit, he 
‘went on rejoicing, strong in hope, likea child hoping 
after long absence to see his father. “For when divine 
love hath broken into a soul, it proveth hotter and 
stronger than the natural. 

So he stood before the door of the cave, and Joust 
knocked, saying ‘Benedicite, father, benedicite!? mot a 
When Barlaam heard his voice, he came forth from 
the cave, and by the spirit knew him, who by out 
‘ward appearance could not easily be known, because 
of the marvellous change and alteration that had 
changed and altered his face from its former bloom 
‘of youth; for Toasaph was black with the sun's heat, 
and overgrown with hair, and his cheeks were fallen 
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in, and his eyes deep sunken, and his eyelids seared 
with foods of tears, and much distress of hunger. 
‘And Ioasaph recognised his spiritual: father, for 
his features were, for the more part, the same. So 
‘the old man stood, and, facing the East, offered up to 
God a prayer of thanksgiving; and, after the prayer, 
when they hind said the Amen, they embraced and 
kkissed each other affectionately, taking their full 
fill of long deferred desire. 

But, when they ad done with embracing and neta 
greeting, they sat them down and conversed. fests 
Barlaam began, saying, ‘ Weleome art thou, son well- "itt, 
Beloved, son of God, and inheritor of the heavenly gration 
Kingdom through Jesus Christ our Lord, whom thou 
lovest, whom thou rightly desirest above the things 
that ave temporal and corruptible! Like a prudent 
and wise merchant; thou hast sold all, and bought the 
pearl that is beyond price, and hast found the treasure 
that cannot be stolen, hidden in the field of the 
commandments of the Lord ; thou hast parted with 
all, and spared naught of the things that so soon pass 
away, that thou mightest purchase that field for 
thyself ‘The Lord give thee the eternal for the 
temporal, the things that are incorruptible and wax 
not old for the corruptible! 

«But tell me, dearly beloved, how thou camest wa aie 
hither? How’ did thy matters speed after my sie 
departure? And hath thy father leaned to know 
God, or is he still carried away with his former 
foolishness, still under the bondage of devilish 
deceits?* 

‘Thus questioned Barlaam, and Ioasaph answered, 
telling him piece by piece all that had befallen him 
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since he went away ; and in how many ways the Lord 
had prospered him, until they were come together 
again. 

The old man listened with pleasure and amaze- paraan 
ment, and with hot tears said, ‘Glory to thee, Rerartie 
‘our God, that ever standest by and succourest them fay" 
‘that love thee! Glory to thee, O Christ, King of all 
‘and God all-good, that it was thy pleasure that the 
seed, which I sowed in the heart of Ionsaph, thy 
servant, should thus bring forth fruit an hundved- 
fold worthy of the husbandman and Master of our 
souls! Glory to thee, good Paraclete, the all-holy 
Spirit, because thou didst vouchsafe unto this man 
to partake of that grace which thou gavest thine 
holy Apostles, and by his hand hast delivered multi- 

‘tudes of people from superstitious error, and enlight- 
‘ened them with the true knowledge of God!" 

Thus was God blessed by both, and thus were they moy na 
conversing and rejoicing in the grace of God until jaiyaen: 
evenfall, ‘Then stood they up for to pray and to wrsetin 
perform the sacred services. Then also remembered 
they that it was meal-time, and Barlaam spread h 
| Javish table, laden with spiritual dainties, but with 
little to attract the palate of sense. These were 
uncooked worts, and a few dates, planted and tended 
by Barlaam's own hands, such as are found in 
the same desert, and wild herbs. So they gave 
thanks and partook of the victuals set before them, 

‘and drank water from the neighbour springing well, 
‘and again gave thanks to God, who openeth his 
hand and filleth all things living, Then they arose 
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‘again, and, when they had ended their Night Hours, 
after prayer, they joined in spiritual converse again, 
discoursing wholesome words, and full of heavenly 
wisdom, all the night long until day-break bade 
‘them once more remember the hour of prayer. 

So Toasaph abode with Barlaam for some many tau 
‘years, pursuing this marvellous and more than human marr 
life, dwelling with him as with a father and tutor, in all fu Teen, tn 
obedience and lowliness, exercising himself in every treet 
kind of virtue, and learning well from practice how jig“ 
to wrestle with the invisible its of evil, From 
that time forward he mortified all his sinful passions, 
and made the will of the flesh as subject to the spirit 
‘as slave is to his master. He was altogether forgetful 
of comforts or repose, and tyrannized over sleep as 
‘over a wicked servant, And, in brief, such was his 
practice of the religious life, that Barlaam, who had 
spent many years therein, marvelled at him, and 
failed to equal the earnestness of his life. For he 
‘took only so much of that coarse and cheerless food. 
as would keep him alive; else had he died afore his 
time, and forfeited the reward of his well doing. 
He disciplined himself in watehings," as though 
he were without flesh and body. In prayer and 
mental exercise his work was unceasing, and all the 
time of his life was spent in spiritual and heavenly 
‘contemplation, so that not an hour, nor even a single 
moment was wasted, from the day that he came to 
dwell in the desert. For this is the end of 
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monastic lite, never to be found idle in spiritual 
employment: and well herein did this noble and 
‘active runner of the heavenly race order his way. 
‘And he kept his ardour. unquenched from beginning 
to end, ever ascending in his heart, and going from 
strength to strength, and continually adding desire 
to desire, and zeal to zeal, until he arrived at the 
bliss that he had hoped and longed for. 





XXXIX. 


‘Tavs did Barlaam and Ioasaph dwell together, puta, 
rivals in the good rivalry, apart from all anxious care fees 
fand all the turmoils of life, possessing their minds Sri" 
undisturbed and clear ofall confusion. After their losis it 
many labours after godliness, one day Barlaam son, 
called to him his spiritual son, whom he had begotten 
through the Gospel, and opened his mouth to discourse 
of spiritual things, saying, ‘ Long ago, dearly beloved 
Toasaph, was it destined that thou shouldest dwell 
in this wilderness ; and, in answer to my prayer for 
thee, Christ promised me that I should see it before the 
ending of my life. I have seen my desire: I have 
seen thee severed from the world and the concerns 
of the world, united to Christ, thy mind never 
‘wavering, and come to the measure of the perfection 
Of his fulness. Now therefore as the time of my 
Aeparture is at the door, and seeing that my desire, 
hat hath grown with my growth and aged with 
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my years, to be for ever with Christ, is even now 
being fulfilled, thou must bury my body in the earth 
and restore dust to dust, but thyself abide for the 
time to come in this place, holding fast to thy spiritual 
life, and making remembrance of me, poor as T am. 
For I fear lest perchance the darksome axmy of fiends 
may stand in the way of my soul, by reason of the 
multitude of mine ignorances. 

* So do thou, my son, think no seorn of the aborious- garg 
ness of thy religious life, neither drend the length endure ana 
of the time, nor the tricks of devils. But, strong in M** "#4 
the geace of Christ, confidently laugh at the weak- 
ress of these thy foes; and, as for the hardness of 
{hy toils, and the long duration of the time, be as 
one that daily expecteth his departure henee, and as 
fF the same day were the beginning and the end 
of thy religious life. Thus, always forgetting the 
things which are behind, and reaching forth unto 
those things which are ‘before, press toward the 
mark for the prize of the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus, according to the exhortation of the 
holy Apostle, who saith, “Let us not faint; but 
though our outward man perish, yet the inward man 
js renewed day by day. For our light affiction, 
which is but for « moment, worketh for us a far 
nore exceeding eternal weight of glory; while we 
Jook not at the things which are seen, but at the 
things which are not seen: for the things which are 
seen are temporal; but the things which are not 
seen are eternal.” 

“Ponder thou over these things, beloved : quit thee ba tue 
like a man; yea, be strong ; and, asa good soldier, do Se 
thy diligence to please him who hath called thee to "6 
be a soldier. And, even if the evil one stir in thee 
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thoughts of neglecting duty, and thou art minded 
to slacken the string of thy purpose, fear not his 
devices, but remember the Lord’s command, which 
saith, In the world ye shall have tribulation : but 
be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.” 
Wherefore, rejoice in the Lord alway; for he hath 
chosen and separated thee out of the world, and set 
thee, as it were before his countenance. ‘The Master, 
who hath called thee with a holy calling, is alway 
neat, Be careful for nothing, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let thy 
requests be made known unto God. For he himself 
hath said, “I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” 
So, by the hardness of thy life, and by scorn of its 
rigours, win such thoughts as these, and rejoice, 
remembering our Lord God, for he saith, “I remem- 
ered God and was glad.” 

But when the adversary, seeking another fashion 
of war, proposeth high’ and arrogant thoughts, 
fand suggesteth the glory of the kingdom of this 
world, which thou hast forsaken, and all its lures, 
hold out, as a shield before thee, the saving word 
‘that saith, “When, ye shall have done all those 
things which are commanded you, say, “We are 
unprofitable servants, for we have done that which was 
‘our duty to do.’”” And, indeed, which of us is able 
to repay the debt that we owe our Master, for that 
he, though he was rich, yet for our sakes became 
poor, that we through his poverty might become 
ich, and, being without suffering, yet suffered, that 
wwe tight be delivered from suffering ? What thanks 
hath the servant if he suffer like as his Master? 
But me fall far short of his sufferings. Meditate 
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‘upon these things, casting down imaginations, and 
every high thing that exalteth itself against the 
knowledge of God, and bringing into eaptivity every 
thought to the obedience of Christ, And the peace 

of God which passeth all understanding shall keep 

thy heart and thoughts in Christ Jesus.’ 

‘When blesséd Barlaam had so said, Toasaph’s tears fous 
knew no mensure, but, like water from the brimming fis wit 
fountain, bedewed him and the ground whereon he ™*" 
sat. He mourned over the parting, and earnestly 
implored that he might be his companion on his last 
journey, and might remain no longer in this world 
‘ter Barlaam’s decease, saying, «Wherefore, father, 
seekest thou only thine own, and not thy neighbout's 
welfare? How falfillest thou perfect love in this, 
according to him that said, “Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself,” in departing thyself to restand 
Iife, and leaving me to tribulation and distress? And, 
befére I have been well exercised in the conflicts of 
‘the religious life, before I have leaned the wily 
attacks of the enemy, why expose me to fight single- 
handed against their marshalled host? And for 
what purpose but to see me overthrown by their 
mischievous machinations, and to see me die, alas ! 
the true spiritual and eternal death? ‘That is the 
fate which must: befall inexperienced and cowardly 
monks. But, I beseech thee, pray the Lord to take 
‘me also together with thee from life, Yea, by the 
very hope that thou hast of receiving the reward of 
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, xx«rx. 354-355 


thy labour, pray that, after thy departure, I may not 
live one day more in the world, nor wander into the 
‘ocean depths of this desert 

While Tonsaph spake thus in tears, the old man assum 


checked him gently and calmly, saying, ‘Son, we gui ti” 
it 








are beyond our reach, For though I have often hits” 
times prayed concerning this matter, and constrained 

the Master, that cannot be constrained, not. to part 

us one from the other, yet have I been taught by 

his goodness that it is not expedient for thee now to 

ay aside the burden of the fesh: but thou must 

remain behind in the practice of virtue, until the 

crown, which thou art weaving, be more glorious, 

As yet, thou hast not striven enough after the 
recompense in store for thee, but must toil yet a little 

longer, that thou mayest joyfully enter into the joy of 

thy Lord. For myself, 1 am, as I reckon, welienigh 

an hundred winters old, and have now spent seventy 

and five years in this desert place. But for thee, 

even if thy days be not so far lengthened as mine, 

‘yet must thou approach thereto, as the Lord ordereth, 

that thou mayest prove no unworthy mateh for them 

that have borne the burden and heat of the day. 
Therefore, beloved, gladly accept the decrees of 
God. What God hath ordered, who, of men, can 
seatter?) Endure, then, under the protection of his 
grace. 

“But be thou ever sober against thoughts other 
than these; and, like a right precious treasure, keep 
safely from robbers thy purity of heart, stepping up 
day by day to higher work and contemplation, that 
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, xxxrx. 355-356 


that may be fulfilled in thee, which the Saviour 
promised to his friends, when he said, “If any man 

love me, he will keep my word: and my father will 

Jove him, and we will come unto him, and make our 

‘abode with im.”* 

With these words, and many others, full worthy soumph 
of that sanctified soul and inspired tongue, did the fit 
ld man eomfort Toasaph's anguished soul. ‘Then he #4" 
sent him unto certain brethren, which abode a long 
way off, for to fetch the things fitting for the Holy 
Sacrifice. And Ionsaph girded up his loins, and with 
all speed fulfilled his errand: for he dreaded lest 
peradventure, in his absence, Barlaan might pay the 
debt of nature, and, yielding up the ghost to God, 
might inflict on him the loss of missing his departing 
words and utterances, bis last orisons and blessings. 

‘So when Joasaph had manfully finished his long paras 
journey, and had brought the things required for [2.2 
‘the Holy Sacrifice, saintly Barlaam offered up to iow 
God the unbloody Sacrifice, When he had com- 
municated himself, and also given to Ioasaph of 
the undefiled Mysteries of Christ, he rejoiced in 
the Spirit, And when they had taken together 
of their ordinary food, Barlaam again fed Toasaph’s 
soul with edifying words, saying, ‘Well-beloved son, 
no longer in, this world shall we share one common, 
hearth and board; for now I go my last journey, 
even the way of my fathers, Needs must thou, there- 
fore, prove thy loving affection for me by thy keeping 
‘of God's commandments, and by thy continuance 
in this place even to the end, living as thou hast 
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, xxxrx. 356-357 


Jeamed and been instructed, and alway remembering 
my poor and slothful soul. Rejoice, therefore, with 
great joy, and make merry with the gladness 
that is in Christ, because thou hast exchanged 
‘the earthly and corruptible for the eternal and 
incorruptible; and because there draweth nigh 
the reward of thy works, and thy rewarder is 
already at hand, who shall come to see the vineyard 
which thou hast dressed, and shall richly pay thee 
the wages of thine husbandry. “Faithful is the 
saying, and worthy of all acceptation,” as proclaimed 
by Paul the divine, “For if we be dead with him, we 
shall also live with’ him if we endure, we shall also 
reign with him in his eternal and everlasting 
kingdom, being illuminated with the light unap- 
prosehable, and guerdoned with the eflgence of 
‘the blessed and life-giving Trinity.”* 

Thus, until even-tide and all night Tong did pete, 
Barlaam converse with Ioasaph, who wept tears that lf Ray. 
could not be stayed, and could not, bear the parting, sine 
But just as day began to dawn, Barlaam ended hi 
iscourse, lifted up his hands-and eyes to heaven, 
and offered his thanks to God, thus saying, ‘O 
‘Lord, iny God, who art everywhere present, and 
filles all things, I. thank thee, for that thou_hast 
Jooked upon my lowliness, and hast granted me 
to fulfil the gourse of this mine earthly pilgrimage 
in thy true Faith, and in the way of thy command 
ments, And now, thou lover of good, allmereifal 
Master, Yecelve me fato thine everlasting habitation 
‘and remember not all the sins that 1 have com: 
mitted against thee, in knowledge or in ignorance, 
Defend also this thy faithful servant, before whom 
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, xxxmx, 357-xt. 358 


thou hast granted to me, thine unprofitable servant, 
to stand, Deliver him from all vanity, and all 
despiteful treatment of the adversary, and set, him 
clear of the many-meshed nets which the wicked 
‘one spreadeth abroad for to trip all them that 
would full fain be saved. Destroy,’ Almighty Lord, 
all the might of the deceiver from before the face 
of thy servant, and grant him authority to trample 
fon the baneful head of the enemy of our souls 

+ Send down from on high the grace of thy Holy 
Spirit; and strengthen him against the invisible 
hosts, that he may receive at thy hands the crown 
of vietory, and that in him thy name may be 
glorified, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, 
for to thee belongeth glory and praise for ever and 
ever. Amen.’ 

‘Thus prayed he, and in fatherly wise embraced neitam 
Toasaph, and saluted him with an holy kiss. ‘Then firgtost 
he sealed himself with the sign of the Cross, and 
gathered up his feet, and, with exceeding great 
joy, as at the homecoming of friends, departed 
fon that blessed journey, to receive his reward 
yonder, an old man and full of days in the Spitit, 


XL 


Tnew did Toasaph embrace the good father, with roumgn 
all the devotion and sorrow that can be told, and Boirat ™* 
‘washed his corpse with his tears. ‘Then he wrapped ®*"**™ 

597 


Pa watt, 
Pi 


Pa xxl 


Ps oxi 


ST. JOHN DAMASCENE 


airds & 78 madarip maployer, mepiedi€as, robs 
vevopiopbrous emideyes harsois, Bid mdons THe 
“indpas xa rhs vuerds Bys Yadhow Spa wal 84- 
puss 79 riyov 700 wdwapos Spéxor vaya, 7H 58 
eriobon ikea, régoy roujoas Eysucvon 708 orm 
Aalov, ad ethaBas dyav 73 iepiy delspavov Bia- 359 
Bacrdoas, ey 7G yarjuars xaréBero Tov ‘yeu- 
paricdy rrarépa 6 adds vids xal ryudraros. xa 
Beubrepordecavdely why Yragin eis dereverpay 
re owrelvas eign Eavrdy, fm 

Kipue, 6 @eds nov, elodxovooy ris gaviis wou * 
fs deteoafar Obvosy ue eal eledeovesy uov, be 
ce de xaptias pov tyra. ebelifrnod oe % uy 
pour pw) droarpeyrys 7 mpbowndy cov ar euad, 
kad ji) eexdloys év py dm Tob Botdou cov. 
Bondés you yevod wi) drrocxopaxies pe, xa) pi) 
eynaradlarys pe, 5 Oeds 6 Sarhp pov, bre 6 rardp 
pou ad x} phryp pov éyeartrnéy jue od 86, 
Ripe, mpooraBod we, vouobérnaby pe, Kipue, 
4 79 86 cov, kal SSinmaby ue & zplBp eibele, 
feea tv exOpiv pov. wh) mapadis we es 
yuxds OuBbrrav ye, bre emi ob exepplgny ée 
witpas, drd yaorpis wntpés pou Oebs pov el 
ai wh droaris de euod, bre mriv 008 ote 
forw 6 BonBiv por. {80d yap eis 73 redaryos 
ray oberipuay cou viv adrriba eObuny “rhs uxt 
pov: xvBlpmnady pov ri» Swi, 6 racav vy 
xrijow appro coplas mpovola’ xvBepvar, xa 
qwipirby yor é8bv & } rropeboopa., ad otody 
pe, Gs dyadds cds Kad girdvOporos eliyats 
kal rpecBelais 700 Bepdrrovrds cov Baphady 
Sr ob dl 5 cbs you, wal o2 Sokdtw 7dv Tharépa, 200 


598 





BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, xt. 358-360 


it in the hair shirt, which Barlaam had given him 
in his palace; and over him he recited the proper 
psalms, chanting all the day long, and throughout 
the night, and watering the venerable body of the 
Saint with his tears. On the morrow, he made a 
grave hard by the cave, and thither reverently bore 
the sacred body, and there, like a good and honour- 
able son, laid his spiritual father in his sepulchre. 
‘And then, the fire of grief kindling all the hotter 
within his soul, he set himself to pray the more 
earnestly, saying : 

0 Lord my God, hearken unto my voice, when I toaagn 
exy unto thee, Have mercy upon me,and hear me, Bo 
for I seek thee with all my heart. My soul hath "pe 
sought for thee: O hide not thy face from me, and 
‘tum not away in anger from thy servant. Be thou 
my helper; cast me not utterly away, and forsake 
me not, O God my Saviour, because my father and 
mother forsake me; but do thou, O Lord, take me 
up. Teach me thy way, O Lord, and lead me in the 
right way because of mine enemies, Deliver me not 
over unto the souls of them that affict me; for I have 
been east upon thee ever since I was born thou art 
my God even from my mother's womb. O go not 
from me, because, except thee, there is none to help 
me. For lo, I set the hope of my soul upon the 
‘ocean of thy mercies. Be thou the pilot of my soul, 

‘thou that steerest all creation with the unspeakable 
forethought. of thy wisdom ; and shew thou me the 
way that I should walk in; and, as thou art a good 
God and a lover of men, save me by the prayers and 
intercessions of Barlaam thy servant, for thou art my 
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, xt. 360-364 


God, and thee I glorify, the Father, the Son, and 
‘the Holy Ghost, world without end. ‘Amen.” 

‘Thus prayed he, and sat him down nigh the tas in 
sepulchre, a-weeping. And as he sat, he fell asleep, S700, 
and saw those dread men, whom he had seen before, #figu<t? 
‘coming to him, and carrying him away to the great sown tut 
and marvellous plain, and bringing him to that lathe" 
glorious and exceeding bright city. When he had "#* 
passed within the gate, there met him others, 
gloriously apparellea with much light, having in their 
bands crowns radiant with unspeakable beauty, such 
as mortal eye hath never seen. And, when Ioasaph. 
enquired, ‘Whose are these exceeding bright crowns 
of glory, which I see?’ ‘Thine,’ said they, ‘is the 
‘one, prepared for thee, because of the many souls 
‘which thou hast saved, and now made still more bean: 
tiful beeause of the religious life that thou leadest, if 
thou continue therein bravely until the end. And 
this other Crown is thine also; but it must thou give 
unto thy father, who, by thy means, turned from his 
evil way unto the Lord, and was truly penitent.’ But 
Toasaph was as one sore vexed, and said, ‘How is it 
possible that, for his repentance alone, my father 
should receive reward equal to mine, that have 
laboured so much? Make this plain unto me.’ 

Thus spake he, and straightway thought that he saw 
Barlaam, as it were, chiding him and saying, “These 
fare my words, Ioasaph, which I once spake unto 
thee, saying, “When thou waxest passing rich, thou 
wilt’ not be glad to distribute,”” and thou tunder- 
stoodest not my saying. But now, why art thou 
displeased at thy father’s equality with thee in honour, 
and art not rather glad at heart that thine orisons in 
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BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, xt. 361-362 


his behalf have been heard?’ Then Ioasaph said ssa 
unto him, as he was ever wont to say, ‘Pardon! Sait, 
father, pardon! But shew me where thou dwellest?’ Be= 
Barlaam answered, ‘In this mighty and exceeding 

fair city. It is my lot to dwell in the mid-most 

street of the city: a street that flasheth with light 
supernal.’ Again Tonsaph thought he asked Barlaama 

to bring him to his own habitation, and, in friendly 

wise, to shew him the sights thereof. But Barlasm 

said that his time was not yet come to win those 
habitations, while he was under the burden of the 

flesh. ‘Buty said he, ‘if thou persevere bravely, 

‘even as I charged thee, in a little while thou shalt 

come hither, and gain the same habitations, and 
obtain the same joy and glory, and be my companion 

for ever.’ Hereupon’ Ioasaph awoke out of sleep, 

but his soul was still full of that light and ineffable 

glory; and greatly wondering, he raised to his Lord 

a song of thanksgiving. 

And he continued to the end, verily leading on of rosnb's 
earth the life of an angel, and after the death of §is,eir 
his aged friend using himself to severer austerity. 
‘Twenty and five years old was he when he left 
hhis earthly kingdom, and adopted the monastic 
life; and thirty and five years in this vast desert 
did he, like one dis-feshed, endure rigours above the 
‘endurance of man, but not before he had delivered 
the souls of many men from the soul-devouring 
dragon, and presented them to God, saved for ayes 
winning herewith the Apostolic grace. In will he 
had proved a martyr, and had with boldness 
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confessed Christ before kings and tyrants, and had 
proved himself the mighty-voiced preacher of his 
greatness, and had overthrown many spirits of 
wickedness in the desert, and had overcome all in 
the strength of Christ. Partaking richly of the gift 
of grace from above, he kept his mind’s eye purified 
from every earth-born cloud, and looked forward to 
‘the things that are to come, as though they were 
already come. Christ was his recompense for all : 
Christ was his desire : Christ he ever saw as present 
with him: Christ and his fair beauty everywhere 
met his sight, according to the saying of the prophet, 
«Thave set God always before me ; for he is on my 
right hand, therefore I shall not fall” And again, 
«My soul cleaveth to thee; thy right hand hath 
upholden me.’ For verily Toasaph's soul clave to 
Christ, being knit to him in indissoluble union, 
From this marvellous work he never swerved, never 
altered the rule of his ascetic life, from beginning to 
end, but maintained his zeal from his youth even 
until old age; or rather, he daily advanced higher 

in virtue, and daily gained purer power of vision. 

‘Thus did Joasaph spend his days, and render unto scuaph, 

him that called him labour worthy of his calling, $2" 
having crucified the world to himself, and himself 
unto the world, and, at the last, departed in peace 
unto the God of peace, and passed to that Master 
whom he had alway longed for. There he appeared 
in the immediate presence of the Lord, and was 
‘crowned with the crown of glory already prepared 
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for him: there it is granted to him to behold 
Christ, to be with Christ, to rejoice for ever in 

the fair beauty of Christ, into whose hands he 
‘commended his spirit, when he departed to walk in 

the land of the living, where is the song of them 

that feast, the dwelling-place of them that rejoice. 

‘As for his venerable body, ye shall hear what befell an bay, 

it. About the very hour of Ioasaph’s death, there Beleza 
came by divine revelation, from one of the neigh- {essai 
Douring cells, a certain holy man. It was the same ss 
that once pointed out to Toasaph his way to Barlaam. 
‘This man honoured the corpse with sacred hymns, 
and shed tears, the token of affection, over him, and 
performed all the last Christian rites, and laid him 
in the sepulehre of his father Barlaam ; for it was 
only meet that their bodies should rest side by side, 
since their souls were to dwell through eternity 
together. 

‘In obedience to the strict command of a dread nax:bias, 
‘Angel that appeared to him in a dream, this hermit, Se=3g"" 
who had performed the last rites, journeyed to the 3%, 
kingdom of India, and, entering in to King Barachias, Sis of 
made known unto him all that had befallen Barlaam, histinscos 
and this blessed Ioasaph. Barachias, making no 
delay, set forth with a mighty host, and arrived at 
the cave, and beheld their sepulcbre, and wept 
bitterly over it, and raised the gravestone. There 
he descried Barlaam and oasaph lying, as they had 
been in life. Their bodies had not lost. their former 
hue, but were whole and uncorrupt, together with 
their garments. These, the consecrated tabernacles 

607 


ST. JOHN DAMASCENE 


inlov uxdv cemduara, wodXdy demburovra 
‘hy ebeodlav wad o8dv Bras dnBés EmiBeveriueva, 
Gjeas évbels 5 Bardeds ryslas, els why éavr0d 
rarpiba peraxoulter. 

“Qs 88 els ras dxods tmemre rob Naod 7d 
‘yeyov's, Tibos apilyod xpetrroy ée mévrwv Te 
ray modeav kal rv mepiysspoy els mpoceiynow 
al Blav ovvdppeov Tay paxaplay capdrov 
dcelvon,  BvBey 700 wal Spvous ex? abrols robs 
iepods doarres, eal Napmdsas pirorinas dvdivay- 
5 (deodovBas, dy 75 elev, deel wal May oleelas 
14 gira meph rods 700 dwris vlods ve eal KAzpo- 
wéyous), Naumpiis 8 éuod kal peyadomperds ey 
ch & airdv xpymioy mapa 105 "leadout 
dveynyeputvn wariBevt0 desednoig, rodrd Bt 
Gaipara xah idces tv re 7h peraxomsds, b ve 7H 
rarablcet, wai ev vols és xpévors 8d ray Satay 305 
aired Beparévrwy eroinae Kiptos. wal elder é 
Baorredts te Bapaxias wat mas 6 anos ras bt 
abrév yevoudvas Suvdyers, xa odXol ray mépie 
van, dmarlay vocoivres Kad 700 Bcod dyvorar, 
Bd tay yaoptvor & 76 pwruare onpelor 
érlorevoay. eal mévres of éptivres re xd) 
axotovres thy dyyedoulunroy 703 "ladoad 
modirelay wal rdy & dmadiv dviywr Sudmupov 
airod mpos bv Ocdv 7500r, Oaipatov doEsfovres 
& raat rv Ocdy, rev ‘ded ovvepyoivra rots 
dyandow airdy wal peylorass robrovs dyerBiue- 
voy Sopeais. 

"Bos S8e 7d mépas rod mapévros Nbyov, by 
xara Bivayn ewiy yeypdgnea, eabds dxfvoa 
raph rv axpeuts mapadeSaxéray pot Tylor 
608- 





BARLAAM AND IOASAPH, xt. 364-365 


of two holy souls, that sent forth full sweet savour, 
and showed naught distressful, were placed by King 
Barachias in costly tombs and conveyed by him into 

his own country. 

Now when the people heard tell of that which ore 
had come to pass, there assembled 1 countless Wnghtiy 
multitude out of all the cities and regions round ui" 
about, to venerate and view the bodies of these 
Saints, Thereupon, sooth to say, they chanted the 
sacred hymns over them, and vied one with another 
to light lamps lavishly, and rightly and fitly, 
might one say, in honour of these children and 
inheritors of light. And with splendour and much 
solemnity they laid their bodies in the Chureh which 
Toasaph had built from the very foundation. And 
many miracles and cures, during the translation and 
deposition of their relies, as also in later times, did 
the Lord work by his holy servants. And King 
Barachias and all the people beheld the mighty 
virtues that were shown by them and many of the 
nations round about, that were sick of unbelief and 
ignorance of God, believed through the miracles 
that were wrought at their sepulchre. And all they 
that saw and heard of the Angelic life of Toasaph, 
and of his love of God from his childhood upward, 
tharvelled, and in all things glorified God that alway 
worketh together with them that love him, and 
granteth them exceeding great reward, 

Here endeth this history, which I have written, themther 
to the best of my ability, even as I heard it from Pinfieana 
the truthful lips of worthy men who delivered it BESS. 
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unto me. And may God grant that all we that cason o 
end or hear this edifying ‘story may obtain the St 
heritage of such as have pleased the Lord, by the iat, 
Byers and Intercesions of blessed. Barlaam and ria 
Tonsaph, of whom this story telleth, in Christ Jesu 

our Lords to whom belongeth worship, might, 
‘najesty md glory, with the Father and the Holy 

Ghost, now and for evermore, world without end, 

Amen. 
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